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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
SYRIA—PART 9 

G EN Eli A L CORRESPONDENCE 
VY (Oil, ! No. i 

SYRIA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1954 


Sir John Gardener Jo Sir Anthony Eden. 


(No. 19. Confidential) Damascus, 
Sir, February 4. 195$. 

With reference to Lord Salisbury s 
circular despatch No, 0?8 of September 9* 
1953, J have the honour to submit the 
following review of political events in Syria 
for the year 3954, together with an Annex 
giving a chronological summary of the year's 
principal events. 

2. The outstanding political event in Syria 
during 1954 was the abrupt collapse in 
February of the military dictatorship of 
General Shishakli and the return of the 
country to democratic life with its attendant 
political instability. ShishaklTs attempt in 
the latter part of 1953 to liberalise his 
regime, although prompted by praiseworthy 
motives, proved to tie a short-lived experi¬ 
ment. the opposition had been given an 
opportunity to show its hand and,, in spite 
of the apparent loyalty of the army, 
Shishakli did not fee] that he could safely 
allow the general expression of discontent 
to go uncurbed, The students were restive, 
discreet criticism of the regime appeared in 
the press, and stories of police brutality and 
activity among the old political leaders were 
rife. At the end of January, Shishakli 
suddenly arrested the main political leaders 
on charges of planning a general insurrec¬ 
tion and of illegal political activities. At the 
same time serious troubles broke out in 
the Jebd Druze, which were ruthlessly 
suppressed- From then onward, the 
regime's hold on the population became 
more precarious Civilian discontent had 
its effect on the army where some of the 
senior officers had family ties with the 
arrested politicians. The army, too, had 
its own grievances—arbitrary dismissals and 
transfers, disgust with ShishaklPs brutal 
treatment of his opponents and a growing 
distrust of a dictator who refused to 
delegate authority and whose megalo¬ 
maniac insistence on dealing personally 
with matters which might be left to His 
subordinates clogged the administrative 
machine. 


{Received February 14 1 

3. Nevertheless, the end came unexpec¬ 
tedly. The army units in Northern Syria 
revolted at the end of February and issued 
an ultimatum to Shishakli. After some 
hesitation, they were joined by those in the 
south. Shishakli, although still supported 
b\ armoured units in the Damascus area, 
was unwilling to light it out, His departure 
on February 2$ to Beirut and thence to 
Saudi Arabia and France probably saved 
the country from civil war. 

4. During the three days which followed, 
the fate of Syria remained in the balance. 
An attempt, backed by the armoured units, 
to prolong the military regime failed and 
serious riots, organised by the Communists 
and other Left-wing elements, occurred m 
Damascus. Meanwhile, negotiations were 
being conducted at Homs between the 
Chief of Staff and the leaders of the political 
parties. Agreement was reached on revert¬ 
ing to the Constitution of 1950, the Shishakli 
Parliament was dissolved and the aged 
President of the Republic, Hashem At asst, 
made a ceremonial entry into Damascus on 
March 3 to resume the functions from 
which he had been ousted by bhishakli in 
December 1951. 

5. The stage was now set for a return to 
the pre-Shishakli system; a Right-sving 
coalition Government of Nationalists and 
Populists was formed under Sabri Assail 
and new elections were promised ns soon 
as the register of voters could be revised. 
Meanwhile, efforts were made to eradicate 
is far as possible the traces of the Shishakli 
regime. Some army officers and officials 
were dismissed, while others who had been 
removed by Shishakli were reinstated; the 
Arab Liberation Movement Khe party 
which Shishakli had created prior to the 
1953 elections! ceased its activities, and a 
revision of all legislation enacted during the 
previous regime was put in hand. Never¬ 
theless, the enthusiasm for this purge soon 
waned. By the end of the year, the legality 
of the Arab Liberation Movement had been 


5200 $ 


SECRET 


a 1 
















1 


SECRET 


upheld by the courts and pro-Shishakli 
officers, who had escaped the purge, were 
being posted to influential positions in the 
army* 

6. While Parliament busied itself with a 
new' electoral law, Syrian political life once 
again began to show signs of the chronic 
instability which had been one of the causes 
o] the series of military coups dEtat. 
Persona! animosities between the leading 
politicians led to a deadlock which not e^en 
the return from five years* exile in Egypt 
of Shukri Quwatli, the Nationalist leader 
and former President of the Republic, could 
break, By June, the strains within the 
coalition, increased by vigorous Left-wing 
opposition and bazaar rumours of a further 
coup d Etui. had become so great that the 
Government was forced to resign, ft was 
succeeded by a non-party Government 
under Said Ghazzi. The new Government's 
mandate was limited to supervising the 
elections and preparations went rapidly 
ahead. A last-moment hitch occurred 
when early in August the Populists 
announced their intention of boycotting the 
elections on the grounds of interference by 
certain army officers. Their fears were, 
however, allayed and the elections, which 
had been postponed from August 21 to 
September 24, took place in an atmosphere 
of calm. 

7 - The consensus of Syrian public opinion 
was that the elections had been conducted 
fairly. But the great mass of the voters is 
unskilled and uninterested in the art of 
democratic politics and the Right-wing 
candidates had failed to nurse their con¬ 
stituencies. In consequence, the Left-wing 
Parties, whose members arc more politically 
alert than the others, scored successes rather 
disproportionate to their strength Never¬ 
theless the new Chamber seems to reflect, 
more or less reliably, the broad trends of 
political allegiance in the country. The 
result was necessarily fragmentary with no 
one party commanding an absolute 
majority. A Coalition Government thus 
became inevitable, and the balance of 
power rested with a heterogeneous group of 
Independents, some w'ith Right-wing and 
others w'ith Left-wing sympathies The 
negotiations which followed were necessarily 
lengthy, and it was nor until the end of 
October* after Khaiid Al-Azm, leader of 
one of the Independent groups and alleged 
to be a French pnnigl, had failed to form 
i Cabinet* that a Right-wing Coalition 
Government ol Nationalists, Populists and 
Independents was formed under l ares 


El-Khoury* an octogenarian statesman with 
no marked political flair. 

8, 1 he tact that the two provisional 
Governments, which had held office since 
the fall of Shistmkij, had reserved all 
important decisions of policy until the new 
Government was formed after the elections 
left Fares ELICboury's Cabinet with the 
task of charting the future course of Syria 
both in domestic and foreign affairs. Its 
inability to take firm and courageous 
decisions has been due not only to its 
unreliable parliamentary majority but also 
to the inherent unwillingness of the local 
politicians to risk their popularity by 
espousing an unpopular cause. 

9. 1 he emergence of a strong, well- 
organised Left-wing movement in Syria 
has probably been the most important 
development of the year. During the 
Shishakli regime, the Left* which repre¬ 
sented the most vocal and effective 
opposition to the military dictatorship, was 
firmly repressed. The Communist Party 
was virtually proscribed and the Left-wing 
Ba*alh Socialist Party* although taking full 
advantage of the latitude allowed to the 
Opposition b> Shishakli during the [utter 
part of [453. had to tread warily. The 
change of regime brought the Left wing 
fully into the open. The riots which 
occurred immediately after SMsfeakli’s 
departure, and for which they were partly 
responsible* were the beginning of an active 
campaign. Student demonstrations became 
more frequent. More was heard of labour 
troubles, and a number of strikes for higher 
wages and better conditions occurred during 
the summer, the most serious of which was 
a strike of textile workers which lasted from 
June to August. A purposeful election 
campaign gave the Left wing a larger repre¬ 
sentation in the Chamber than ever before. 
Out of a total of 142 seats, the Ba ath- 
Socialists gained sixteen and the Communists 
one, To thk must be added the group of 
Independents headed by KhaEid Al-Azm 
consisting of about thirty Deputies who, 
although Conservatives by temperament 
and background, have so far co-operated 
with the Communists and Ba'iith Socialist 
Party in the Opposition, This has been 
due more to their personal dislike for the 
Nationalist and Populist leaders than to any 
icid sympathy with Left-wing objectives, 

10. Apart from the dose co-operation in 
Parliament between the Bu'ath Socialists 
and the Communists who profess roughly 
the same policy in internal and foreign 
affairs, (he past year has produced no 
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conclusive evidence that the former are a 
fellow-travelling group. Nevertheless* there 
h undoubtedly some Communist penetra¬ 
tion, and the alliance of the two parties in 
the Opposition has certainly strengthened 
the Communists’ position here, Syria, 
throughout 1954, was in fact a special target 
for Soviet propaganda and Communist 
activity. The happing of the Communist 
Party in sonic neighbouring Arab countries 
seems to have made Syria the pivot point 
of the cold war in this area. The staff of 
the Soviet Legation in Damascus increased 
considerably during the year, and some 
satellite missions were opened. I he Soviet 
Union also participated on a large scale at 
the Damascus International Fair held in 
September and. in the absence of British 
and American official pavilions, created a 
considerable effect. The Syrian Communist 
Party* taking full advantage of the freer 
political atmosphere following the fall of 
Shishakli, has made notable progress, Us 
main achievement was the election as 
Deputy for Damascus of Khaiid Bikdash, 
(he party leader* who came third in the poll. 
This has given the Communists a respect¬ 
able platform for further propaganda which 
is being intensified by the sale of Communist 
literature in bookshops throughout Syria 
and by the free distribution of Communist 
papers to the trade unions where the 
Communists have already established a 
foothold. 

11. An analysis of the results of the 
general election shows thut the Communists, 
who took part as so-called National From 
candidates, drew their support mainly from 
the large towns. Social conditions no doubt 
played their part in winning votes for the 
party, but other factors, such as the appeal 
of communism to the frustrated younger 
generation of intellectuals and the search 
for .some form of protest against the 
Western attitude towards the Palestine 
question* also played their part, Ihe 
increase in communism in Syria during 
1954* taken in conjunction with the general 
trend to the Left and the Government's 
reluctance to take any really effective 
measures against it. is an unfortunate 
development* It is not, however, a serious 
menace as yet and* given firm government 
and a more sympathetic policy on the part 
Of the tripartite Powers towards the Arab 
world, it should prove possible to arrest its 
progress. 

12, The strength of the Left wing has also 
been enhanced since the fall of Shishakli 
by the existence within the army of u small 


bur powerful group oi officers who support 
the Ba alh Socialist Party, t his ts one of 
several political factions within the army 
which has lost much of its homogeneity 
since the change of regime. During the 
latter part of ?954, political intrigue was 
rife among the senior officers, and this has 
necessarily affected the esprit de corps of 
the army and its efficiency us a fighting 
weapon. Although the army withdrew 
from active interference in politics with the 
change of regime, it remains a decisive 
factor in Syrian political life. It might well 
have intervened again in 1954 but for the 
absence of a leader of the calibre of 
ShkhakJi and its lack of agreement over 
political objectives, 

B. The past year has produced no 
significant change in Syrian foreign policy. 
The Shishakli regime left a legacy of xeno¬ 
phobia and rigid neutralism and public 
opinion remained affected by the anti- 
colonial " propaganda which* after the 
departure of Shishakli, became the war-cry 
ol the Left. The absence of any marked 
evolution in Syrian foreign policy from 
March onwards has been disappointing, 
since the Right-wing politicians, who have 
been in power throughout this period, arc. 
in general, well-disposed towards the West. 
Unfortunately* they luck the courage of 
their convictions and arc all too prone to 
succumb to Left-wing pressure and to 
clamour from the streets. This w r as shown 
clearly during the debate which preceded 
the vote of confidence in Fares EI-Khoury's 
Government in tarty November* The 
Prime Minister* who. after eight months of 
provisional government, might have been 
expected to take a reasonably bold and 
constructive line, fell obliged to make a 
gesture to the Opposition and announced a 
foreign policy of neutrality and opposition 
to alliances with non-Arab countries which 
did not differ basically from the Shishakli 
attitude. 

14. Nevertheless, developments in the 
Arab world have hud their effect on Syria. 
The conclusion of the Anglo-Egyptian and 
Anglo-Persian Agreements, the steps taken 
to settle the Buraimi dispute and the pros¬ 
pect of .i defence alliance between Iraq and 
the West have provoked second thoughts 
in Syrian foreign policy. Throughout 
December* this became the main topic of 
discussion lei the press and the parlia¬ 
mentary Foreign Affairs Committee ton 
which the Left-wing groups are strongly 
represented* held a number of meetings to 
review the position. At (be end of the 
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year, there Here reports that the committee 
had confirmed the neutralist policy of the 
present Government, although it seemed 
like!) that the matter would in due course 
come before the Chamber as a whole. 

15 In spite of this, there is undoubtedly 
a current of opinion in Syria in favour of 
defence co-operation with the West, This 
is prompted by the fear that Syria will 
become isolated from the ocher Arab States 
and ihat she will not get her share of 
ni i I it ary a nd e eon om ic aid. Faced with this 
dilemma and paralysed by fear of the Left, 
the Government has taken refuge in a policy 
of full support for the Arab League and of 
shifting the onus of responsibility in all 
matters of foreign affairs to the collective 
wisdom of the league, Nevertheless, Syrian 
relations with neighbouring Arab Stales 
during S954 were uneasy. The change of 
regime here in February caused Syrians to 
regard less sympathetically Che military 
dictatorship in Egypt, although the Syrian 
Government tended throughout the year to 
follow the Egyptian lead in the Arab 
League. Relations w r ith Egypt deterior- 
rated sharply during the summer. The 
official welcome accorded to the Abu Path 
brothers after their paper had been 
suppressed by the Egyptian Government 
and the (light of many leading Moslem 
Brothers to Syria after the Brotherhood had 
been proscribed in Egypt caused bad feeling 
between the two countries. This was 
increased by the violent attacks against 
Egypt in the Syrian press and the anti- 
Egyptian demonstrations which took place 
throughout Syria in December as a protest 
against the trial and execution of members 
of the Brotherhood following the attempted 
assassination of Colonel Nasser. 

16 Relations with Iraq and Jordan were 
affected as usual by the Syrian belief that 
these countries were too much under 
Western influence The fall of Shishakti, 
who had suspected the Iraqi Government 
of harbouring a Free Syrian Movement 
under Colonel Safa, and of provoking 'with 
British help) the troubles in the Jebd Druze 
in January, ted to some improvement in 
Syrian Iraqi relations. On the other hand, 
the question of Syrian-Iraqi union, once a 
burning issue in Syrian politics, remained in 
the background and, apart from occasional 
articles in the press, provoked little public 
interest. 

17. Lebanese attacks on Shishaklt in 
January and February culminated in the 
Syrian decision to dose the frontier. 
Relations quickly improved with the change 


nf the regime, but the latent antagonism 
between the two countries came to the fore 
again in November w r hen negotiations On 
an agreement leading to economic union 
between the two countries were resumed 
without much prospect of success. 

18. Relations with the West were domi¬ 
nated by the Palestine question. The Soviet 
veto of the Security Council's resolution on 
rhe Jordan Waters diversion scheme in 
January enabled Russia to ingratiate herself 
with Syria at the expense of the Western 
Powers, Britain and the United States 
were under constant attack in the press for 
what appeared to Syrians as a pro-Israeli 
policy. The presentation of credentials by 
our two ambassadors in Jerusalem in 
November lent colour to that belief and 
provoked a particularly bitter outburst. 
Nevertheless, for the greater part of the 
year, there was no marked increase in 
tension between Syria and Israel, There 
were the usual crop of incidents in the 
frontier area and on Lake Tiberias, none of 
them serious. In December, however, I he 
situation deteriorated with the arrest on 
Syrian territory of live Israeli soldiers and 
the forcing down at Lydda of a Sy rian civil 
aircraft on a routine flight between 
Damascus and Cairo, While 1954 brought 
no significant change in Syria nTsradi 
relations, it is encouraging that the realism 
which occasionally characterises the Syrian 
approach to the Palestine question led 
Syrian experts to co-operate fully with their 
colleagues from the other Arab countries 
concerned in drawing up counter-proposals 
based on the T.V.A. plan for the unified 
development of the Jordan Valley for dis¬ 
cussion with Mr. Johnston, President 
Eisenhower's special representative, during 
she summer. 

19. Atiglo-Symn relations during the past 
year have been helped by the return to 
power in February of Right-wing politicians 
who are not only pro-Western in outlook 
but remember the purl we played in giving 
Syria her independence. Unfortunately, 
the strength of Left-wing pressure, which 
has led (he Government to adopt u neutralist 
policy, lias prevented this sentiment from 
having full play Nevertheless, within the 
limits thus imposed, the Syrian Government 
have been consistently helpful as, for 
example, over the Cyprus question, 

20. The Syrian attitude towards France 
during 1954 has undergone a change 
French influence within the Syrian army 
ensured that France was not unduly embar¬ 
rassed during the Shishakli regime, The 
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fall of Shishakli left the French open to 
attack and the press was not slow to initiate 
and sustain a campaign against French 
policy in North Africa. Moreover, as a 
result of the success at the general election 
in September of Khalid Al-Azm, a noted 
Francophile who was generally believed to 
be in (he pay of (he French, (here have been 
strong Right-wing criticisms of alleged. 
French interference in Syrian internal 
affairs. 

21. From the economic standpoint, 1954 
has been a prosperous year for Syria. The 
barley and cotton crops were some of (he 
besf on record, and (he general level of 
agricultural and industrial production was 
satisfactory, Continued progress was made 
on the development plans already in hand— 
particularly the development of the port of 
LiUakia nd the Ohflb Valley project—and 
Syrian interest in further plans of (his sort 
led to the visit of a mission from the Inter¬ 
national Bank from February to April to 
carry out a comprehensive survey of the 
resources of Syria and to make recom¬ 
mendations tor future development. 

22. Against this background of steady 
economic progress, an International Trade 
Fair was held in Damascus in September. 
This was the lirst event of its kind to take 
place in an Arab country in recent years 
and was an unqualified success. The 
participation of twenty-four countries in the 
fair greatly enhanced Syrian prestige and 
national pride was duly flattered. Britain, 
as a notable absentee, w r as widely criticised 
for her failure to participate. Fortunately, 
the large number of British goods displayed 
by Syrian agents provided ample evidence 
of the healthy state of Anglo-Syriatt trade. 

23. It is difficult to conclude this review 
of Syrian affairs during 1954 in an optimistic 
Vein. Although the country is economically 
sound and has a hard-working population 
and ample water supply as the essential 
prerequisites to greater prosperity, it suffers 
from serious political instability and lack of 
effective leadership. During the past y ear, 
it has exchanged a ruthless, but efficient and 
single-minded, dictator.ship for the hazards 
of personal and parly politics. The suppres¬ 
sion of normal political life for over three 
years has failed to produce on (he pari of 
the politicians either a sense of statesman¬ 
ship or even a willingness to work together 
Successfully for the common good. After 
lhe first flush of victory personal animosities 
and petty intrigue have again become (he 
characteristics of Syrian political life. At 
T hc same time, the upsurge of a strong and 


well-disciplined Left-wing movement. Jinked 
co (he Communists and with some army 
support, represents a new, if long-term, 
threat to Syria. For the moment, the 
pressure exerted by the Left is deterring the 
Government from facing courageously the 
problems of (he Arab world and forcing it 
back into the shell of neutralism as the Hue 
of leas! resistance. In 1954 Syria entered 
her tenth year of existence as a fully 
independent State; she has undoubtedly 
ach i eved mu eh d! tt ring th a t pc riod. But the 
future of this country, which occupies an 
important strategic position in tiie Middle 
Fast, will remain an uncertain factor until 
the political insiability of the past year has 
giveii place to strong and stable government. 

4. ! am sending a copy of this despatch 
to the Head of the British Middle East 
Office, 

I have. &c. 

L GARDENER, 


Annex 

CufcfJNt ? ouicxl Summary of the Pulwjpai Events 
of 1954 

JaniuiT} 

I New press hw came imo operation, 

13 Syrian Uoivrrsm closed for fear of 
disturbances. 

»° Conference m Riyadh on Hcjaz Railway 
ar which :i was decided in principle to 
reopen (he railway. 

- - Russia vetoed Three*Power resolution on 
Jordan Waters, 

-6-27 Main Opposition leaders arrested, 

27 Lawyers 1 strike. Martial taw declared in 
most of Syria. 

-S Fighting between tribesmen and Govern, 
niem forces in [he Jcbd Dime. 

3i> Angk>Syrwn Civil Air Services Agreement 
signed. 

February 

24 President Shishaddl obliquely referred to 
fraqi-British interference in Syria, 

5 Iraqi military attache asked \v Syrian 
Government to leave Syria. Intercut 
situation officially declared to have 
returned 10 none Lit 

iTUcmnuoruiI Rank. Delegation arrived to 
ben in iEud > °f Syrian economy, 

I ft Hie Prime Minister of :he Lebanon came 
10 Damascus to otfer Lebanese mediation 
between Iraq and Syria. 

24 \rmy units in Aleppo declared themselves 
in revolt against President ShishAlt. 

25- Rc^idi vpvfcat) to all northern army .mils 
Southern units refused (t> march against 
north- President Shishakti resigned and 
tied Eii Ekirai. 

2f Politicians released from prison. Armoured 
«m(s near Damn sens declared in favour 
of continuance of military nightie and 
supported Kuzbari as Acting President of 
ihe Republic. 
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Fabrimry 

17 Extreme political nacenuinty Kuzburi 

resigned. Chief of Stiff went to Homs to 
confer with H&shim Aami and northern 
:Lfm\ luJeh. Serious runs- in Damas-'ui 
Cuffed UDMKd- 

23 Chief of Stall relumed to Damascus and 

announced ilnihim Atasst would resume 
Presidency from which he had been 
ousted by General ShlshaML Sernas 
riots in Damascus organised by Com- 

mumsUs 

Mart k 

\ President Atassi came to Damascus and 
composition of Government undci Sabri 
Assali announced, 1^50 Coostuutioji 
declared to be sull in force and shut ot 
1^55 said to be illegal. 

6 Stiiieirtcni by Minister of Foreign Affairs 
that Syria would respect her international 
obligations, 

9 Her Majesty's Government recognised new 

Syrian Government, 

15 1950 Parliament held first meeting since 

1951, 

]9 Moaleni Brothcrhixxl held meeting in 

Damascus with representatives from most 
Arab countrics present, 

2t Raisficauon of postal agreement with 

United Kingdom. 

22 Boycott on I.CL lifted on certain 

conditions. 

April 

10 Delegation of seventydive Syrian politicians 
visited cx-President Quwatli in 
Alexandria bul he decided not to return 
to Syria at that lime. 

25 International Bank delegation left Syria. 

May 

1 Demonstraiions by workers among whom 

(here was a conspicuous Communist 
influence. 

2 Parliament passed a Bril by which those 

who had received Government money 
during General ShishaWs regime were 
to he compelled to re fund :i unlcw 
cleared of this obligation by special 
boards. 

9 inler-Arab Economic Agreement ratified 

b> Syria- 

10 Parliament passed new press law 

June 

10 Resignation of Sabri Ass, ! G tvetomctiZ. 

I« Colonel S.ifa arrested on charge of pSoiling 

lo establish illegal Govern men L. 

J9 AnmutiKcmenl of formation of a Govern¬ 
ment of non-political personalities under 
Said GhaaxL 

25 Beginning of strike of textile workers. 

23 Sew electoral law pt on hi Scaled 

30 New law premulguEed attaching !he 
Gendarmene to the Ministry of the 
Interior instead of to the army. 

July 

$ Hawn Hodeibi, Supreme Guide of the 
Modern Brotherhood in Egypt, arrived 
in iJjnuvcijv for a five-week visit to 
Syria, 

20 Syri-i complained to the Sevurnv Council 
ujiainst a Tcsumption of work by Israel 
in l he region of Jisr Banat Yakub. 


23 Inter-Arab Ecooocnic Agreement came into 
fare?, 

2S PasTingc of an amendment lo the lubaur law 
which gave ihe Government the right to 
declare a strike legal and 10 order the 
opening of factories and a return 10 work- 
Decrees issued fixing August 20 as date of 
elections ami settling number of deputies 
at 139, subsequently increased to 142. 

30 Magisirates began strike for higher salaries. 

August 

4 Populist Parly issued statement explaining 

ihetr decision to boycott the elections by 
accusing certain army officers of parti'cin 
interfere nee in politics, Moslem 
Brotherhood also announced lhai they 
would not officially take part in the 
elections. 

5 Decree porn poning elections to Septem¬ 

ber 24, 

Publication of Ministerial decision stating 
that the textile workers' strike, begun in 
June, was legal and ordering the 
reopening of factories and the resumption 
of work, 

7 Return of cx-President Quwatli from his 
five-year exile iti Egypt, 

|b Greek Orthodox Patriarch and suite left for 
a visit to Russia and olher Iron Curtain 
countries. 

22 Magistrates end strike. 

23 Quwatli appealed for national unity and an 

end lo social unrest 

September 

l Damascus International Fair opened 

2-6 Nominations for Parliamentary elections. 

24-25 First ballot in general electiont- 

Q&ober 

1 Damascus International Fair closed. 

4 Second ballot ?n general electiom, 

10- Ik Lotton Festival held at Aleppo. 

li Said Ghuzzfs Government resigned but 

continued in acting capacity. 

29 lares el Khoury formed new Right-wing 
coalition Government. 

jVmvmher 

3 Fares el Khouty's Government won vote of 
confidence. 

|3 Egyptian Ambassador at Damascus, 

General Ali Negujh. withdrawn, 

i? 20 Visit U> Damascus by Mr, Shuckburgh. 

Assistant If ruler-Secretary of State in the 
Foreign Office 

]? Resumption of L.ebunere-Syrian economic 
negotiations. 

Imposition of ban on the export of wheal 
and flour. 

DtCfmhrr 

1-4 Her Majesty's Ambassadors'Conference at 
Beirut. 

4 10 Demonstrations against Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment as a consequence of the 
condemnation and execution of the 
Moslem Brothers at Cairo, 

14 17 United Stares Ambassadors’ Conference at 
Damascus. 

29 Government decided that nationals of Arab 
l eague Stales need not obtain entry visas 
for Syria 
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vy JGism no, 2 

POLITICAL POSITION AND POLIC Y OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT 

IN SYRIA 

Sir John Gardener to Sir Anthony Eden {Received February 2!\ 

(No. 2L Confidential! Damascus, 

Sir. February 11, 1^55. 

As you will already be aware from my teles ram No. 57 of the 14th of February, 
the Nationalist leader, Sdbri Assail, succeeded tn forming a coalition Government 
composed of four members of (he Democratic him\ three Nationalists including 
hrmsdf, one Independent and one member of the Bifath-Sociaitst Parly. The 
history of the formation of this Government is worth a brief investigation, In 
addition I have the honour in this despatch to offer some comments on the 
Governments political position and its probable policy. 

2 .. 1 he fall of one government and the formation of another is a relatively 
common occurrence in Syria and can usually be explained in terms of personal 
rivalry and ambition. The recent change is no exception to thk. bui what gives 
it a peculiar interest is the connection, which is becoming increasingly apparent, 
between these personal rivalries and the question of where Syria stands in relation 
to the West. Though the opposition led by Khalid id Azm, the chief of the 
Democratic bloc, and by Afcram Hourani, the leader of the B:i*ath-Socialists, made 
the last Government's relatively pro-Iraqi Foreign policy their chief point of attack, 
it was not on this question that Paris cl Khourys Government fell* indeed, his 
Government was not defeated: it disintegrated as a result of personal quarrels 
upon such purely internal matters as a family vendetta at Aleppo. 

5 The driving force behind the formation of the new Government 3tas largely 
been the personal ambition of two men, Sabri Assail, the new Prime Minister, and 
Khalkl til Azin, the new Minister for Foreign Affairs, Both, it is commonly believed, 
can expect financial reward-, from foreign Powers. Sabri Assad is thought lo have a 
dose connection with Saudi Arabia, while Khalid al Azm, & noted Francophile, is 
believed to be in French pay. In addition. Sabri Assali wished to be Prime Minister 
again, and to influence the by-elections for 18 scats, which will lake place in the 
next two months, tie has chosen to be his own Minister of the Interior. Khalkl d 
Azm is also interested in the by-elections since many of them bine come about as 
the result of the invalidation of the election of several of his supporicrs. Besides, 
Kh:tlid al Azm is shaping his whole policy tn relation io the presidential election in 
August. It is probable that he only consented to serve under Assail in the belief 
that the Cabinet would fall before August and that the Prime Minister would then 
be discredited, At the same time it seems likely that he calculated that he could 
not afford further to postpone rewarding his heterogeneous group of followers with 
the spoils of office. 

4. The price of office may he greater than cither Sabri Assali or Khalit! a l Azm 
bargained for. Assail ha* already split the Nationalist Party of which he is the 
leader, This seems partly due tc« hi* blatant disregard of the policy drawn up by 
the central committee of the parly, and partly to the fact that some members of 
this staunch Right-wing party cannot stomach Assali"s open alliance will) the 
B& alh-Socialisis. For his part. Khalid al Azm has had to accept the risk that he 
may be discredited wiih the rest of the Government when n falls. He has also 
had to join a Government which he does not lead in name and may not be able to 
lead in fact. If this should prove to ho the case it might be seriously damaging to 
hw reputation as an energetic reformer. 

5, Indeed al this moment there are many who say that the new Government 
will not survive its first meeting with the Chamber on the 19th of February, It is 
probable that it will not have a targe majority, but the calculations I myself have 
made to-day suggest that + if conditions do not change, it will in faci get its vote 
of confidence. Nevertheless, even if the Government gains tlx majority it will be 
dependent al first at any rate upon the 1 N votes of the B a'at h-Socialists. The results 
of die by-elections, which will no doubt be manipulated, will presumably strengthen 
the Government's position considerably. Meanwhile the Ba’ath-Socialists have 
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very nearly achieved the position of holding the balance, which has been their aim 
Ideally they probably wished to avoid ail responsibility for the Government, It 
is noticeable that the single Ba*ath-5tX'ialist Minister is not one of the party leaders, 
and that his office. Minister of Si ate, carries no departmental responsibilities with 
it. He ha> also had the position of Acting Minister of Health thrust upon him. 
but it stems clear that the Government intend to use this Ministry and perhaps one 
other as bribes to attract wavering votes, The Ba T ath«Sodalists are therefore in the 
happy position of not having to accept full responsibility for the Governments 
internal policy, which in view of the heterogeneous nature of the coalition is likely 
to be hesitant, while at the same time being able to insist that the Government's 
foreign policy should be firmly set against any agreements with the West, 

6 . It was this aspect of the situation which caused the President of the 
Republic, whose sympathies are with the Populists, to postpone as long as he could, 
calling upon Sabri Assail to form a Government, ills hand was eventually forced, 
no alternative being then in sight, by the reiterated demands of Assali"and Ins 
friends. It is clear that the President is in favour of a cautiously pro-Western 
policy. The fact that he eventually had to call upon Assam when faced with a 
near ultimatum, does not seem to have weakened his position or Lhal of the policy 
which he advocates Indeed, his hesitancy in calling upon Assali has been openly 
confirmed by the general daub! as to whether Assali will in fact gtei a vote of 
confidence 

7. For a party which has just fallen from office the Populists are confident 
and reasonably contented. In the last few days it has seemed to them that they 
have the strength if not to overthrow the Government immediately at least to put 
it in constant danger. It is particularly imporam to us that the Populists, who at 
the moment .ire the obvious nucleus of an alternative Government, should fed, 
as they do, that they were not overthrown as a result of their relatively pro-Western 
policy. They calculate, and they may well be right, that it is no bad thing for the 
anti-Western group to be in power at the time when the Turkish-lraqi pact is 
signed, provided, as seems likely, that the Populists return to office not long 
afterwards. 

8 . The part played by the Army in the fall of Paris el Khoury's Government 
is not dear, but it was probably not a Hair^e one.. There is, however, no doubt that 
the pro-French Chief of Staff worked actively, by threat of a coup d'etat, to bring 
about Sabri Avail's Government; and some people say that he had also threatened 
a coup d'itat if the life of the new- Government is cut short. The composition of 
the new Cabinet is so heterogeneous that there is something in it to please most 
of the Army factions. Principally* of course, the pro-French faction must be pleased 
to see Kh did a I A/m is Minister for Foreign Affairs and Acting Minister of Defence. 
Also the Left-wing group led by Colonel Adnan Matki must be satisfied with the 
p fsition the B a’a in-Socialists have achieved. 

> Prediction is difficult in the constantly changing circumstances of Syrian 
politics* but on the supposition that the Government obtains a vote of confidence 
by a small majority l would expect the situation to be us follows. The Government, 
conscious of their weakness, will do every thine they can to secure favourable results 
in the by-elections now pending, if they are successful their position will be 
considerably strengthened and the) may become less dependent upon the more 
extreme l eft-wing support. But whatever the result of the by-elections the present 
Government will be [css well inclined towards she West than its predecessor. It 
will gravitate inwards the Egyptian rather than the Iraqi orbit, not necessarily 
out of respect for Egypt but because of Saudi gold, its own parliamentary position, 
and out of a desire to draw strength from the strongly prevalent feeling in Syria 
that nothing should be done to disrupt Arab unity. 

10 , I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Amman, Ankara, Baghdad. Beirut, Cairo, Jedda, Tel Aviv, Paris. Washington, 
Tehran, Tripoli Benghazi, the l r nited Kingdom Delegation at New York and the 
British Middle East Office 

1 have* &c. 

J. GARDENER, 
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THE ASSASSINATION OK COLONEL MALKI 

Sir John Gardener to Mr ; Macmillan. {Received May 2) 

tNo. 61+ Confidential) Dfljrrjfljewj, 

bir, April 27, 1955. 

With reference to m\ telegrams Nos, l"35 and 196. I have the honour to report 
that Colonel Ad nan Malki, Head of the Third Bureau and Assistant Chief of Staff, 
was assassinated in Damascus on the 22nd of April, 

- * On the afternoon of that day, a number of senior army officers were among 
the spectators at a football maid) between Syrian and Egyptian army teams. 
Eye-witnesses say that about 10 minutes after the beginning of the game, they 
heard two shots and saw 4 sergeant ol Military Police standing behind 
Colonel Malki holding a pistol. Colonel Malki had been hit by both bullets., and 
died soon afterwards. II is not dear whether the murderer tried to escape, but 
he used the pistol to commit suicide us he was about to be arrested. 

3. U appears that the military authorities investigating the murder soon 
established that the Military Police sergeant, whose name was Abdurrahim Yunis 
and who was an Alawiie from Safita, was a member oi the Paris Populaire Syrien. 
On the assumption that that party was the instigator of the crime many leading 
figures of this party have subsequently been arrested throughout Syria, although 
George Abdul Masih. the leader, has not yet been found and is believed to have 
fled the country. The party's headquarters in Damascus and provincial towns 
have been searched by the police, and documents proving that the past) instigated 
the murder are officially stated to have been found. Twenty-five army officers 
who arc believed to be supporters of the P.mi Populaire Syrien have been arrested, 
aud the total number of persons held for investigations is reported to be over a 
hundred. There is agitation in the Press for the removil of the parliamentary 
immunity of the only Deputy represen ling the Parti Populaire Syrien in the 
Chamber. The newspaper At Hina, the organ of the party, has ceased to appear 
because its printing works in Damascus were burned down on the night of the 
2-nd of April The party may have decided shat a fire was the safest way to 
destroy compromising documents, or the military may have caused the fire as an 
act of revenge,. At all events the disappearance of At Bina means that there is one 
levs newspaper following a consistently anti-Communist line. 

4. 1 he motive for the crime is, of course, difficult to establish with certainty 
as the murderer is dead, but [he fact that the victim was Colonel Malki makes it 
more probable that the motive was political Colonel Malki was a pleasant man 
with a good personality; he had a good record in the Palestine campaign, and was 
a young man (38) to hold the position of Head of the Third Bureau, His political 
sympathies were with the Left-wing Baath Socialist Party, and he was the leader 
of the faction in the army which favours the conclusion of the proposed Saudi- 
Syrian-Egypt bn pact. As such, he was bitterly opposed to the Parti Populaire 
Syrien which, as advocates of the Fertile Crescent, favour the Iraqi connection. 

5. Certain other facts arc taken as link in? [he crime with the Parli Populaire 
Syrien. It appears that a certain Colonel Gh.'ssan ul Jadid was one of three 
colonels who were recently dismissed from the army. Colonel Jadid is said to 
have engaged in political activities on behalf of the P.P.S., and to have been 
dismissed for this reason* He came from 1 he same small town in I he ALiwitc 
district as the murderer* whose brother stood unsuccessfully as P P.S, candidate 
for that constituency in the 1954 elections. Colonel Jadid is believed to have left 
Damascus four hours before [he murder, accompanied b\ George Abdul M sih, 
the leader of the FP.S,, and the search for the two men is in progress. 

6 . The chairman of the Supreme Council of the F.P.S, has made a statement 
in Lebanon denying ihat the parts' had any responsibility for the crime, and 
alleging that Communists were using the incident as an excuse to attack the P P.S. 
In fact not only the Communists but also the Baath j Socialist) Parly are attacking 
[lie P.P.S,. and there arc demands that the party be suppressed because its principles 
are said to be inconsistent with those of the Syrian Constitution. 
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7, A uebate on the assassination took place in Parliament on the 26th of 
April. The Prime Minister said that Colonel Malki had lost his life not in some 
pelts feud hut for the national aspirations of Syria, The assassin killed himself 
so that the reasons for the crime should remain secret. The Attorney-General’s 
investigation showed that the assassination was part of a conspiracy to overthrow 
the Constitution, seize power and change the country's policy. The people 
concerned had thrown themselves Into the arms of a foreign Power and asked 
for her assistance in order to effect a coup d'etat. The matter was therefore 
serious and the Government were pursuing their investigation and enlarging us 
scope. After giving details of the arrests made, Sabri Assail promised a full 
statement in two days’ time. After a number of speakers had denounced the 
crime, linking it w ith A colonisation.” Parliament agreed to waive the parliamentary 
immunity of the one P.P.S. deputy who was subsequently arrested. 

Z The murder of Colonel Malki is yet another symptom of the unrest in 
Syria which 1 described in my letter t J0104/3U 55) of ihe 22nd oi April to 
Mr, Rose. I he feeling of tension and expectancy has been heightened. The army, 
meanwhile, are taking advantage of the widespread anger at the assassination of 
Malki and the general fear of more active military intervention in internal affairs 
to create a favourable atmosphere for the conclusion of the proposed pact with 
Eg>pt and Saudi Arabia, They are spreading the story that the “ colonising'" 
Powers are behind the assassination and they are being helped by the Communists 
who are miming the Americans and ourselves as the guilty parties, in order 
further to reduce opposition to the agreement, the military are arresting people 
known for their pro-Iraqi sympathies, as well as members of the P,P.S> It is 
a natural Svrian tendency to blame the foreigner for any untoward internal event; 
and. in this case, the circumstances arc favourable for furthering the army’s 
interests. Colonel Malki. with his known Left-wing sympathies, is put forward 
as the symbol of those who favour freedom from foreign (he, non-Arabt alliances 
and alignment with Egypt. The P.P S. is branded as the agent of the “ colonists ” 
who are trying to drag a reluctant Syria into the Turco-lraqi Pact. 

9. H therefore seems that the death of Colonel Malki, exploited by army and 
Left-wing propaganda, may possibly precipitate the conclusion of the tripartite 
pact, perhaps at the cost of dropping some or all of the Syrian counter-proposals 
and signing a pact on the lines originally envisaged. This is clearly the lim of 
the arm) and. in the short term, its position has been so strengthened by 
Colonel Mulki's death that it can probably impose its own terms on the 
Government. The longer term results are more difficult to assess. The 
assassination may have come as a salutary warning to the army of the possible 
consequences of too active an intervention in politics* particularly as documents 
arc alleged to have been found giving a list of the intended victims of the P.P.S.. 
including the Chief of Staff and his immediate associates, as well as Malki* 
Moreover, Malki was the leader of the Bauth-Socialisl element in the army. With 
his energy, powers of organisation and ability, as Head of the Third Bureau, to 
post his friends to key positions and to remove officers who were his political 
enemies, he had brought the Chief of Staff under his influence. General Shukajr 
was. in fact, little more than Malki's spokesman. The immediate results of Malki s 
death are due to some extent to the continuing impetus of his personality and the 
fact that his assassination can be used to further the army’s immediate aim of 
concluding the tripartite pact as soon as possible. Bui the fact remains that the 
most politically active section of the army has lost its leader and, looking further 
ahead, this niav affect political alignments within the army, the attitude of the 
Chief of Staff’and the ability of the military to impose its views on the civil 
Government. 

10. [ am sendine copies of l his despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Amman, Ankara, MdlO, Beirut. Cairo, Jeddu Paris and Washington; and to 
the Head of the British Middle East Office. 

I have. &C. 

JOHN GARDENER 
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VY 1051 /12 No. 4 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OE STATE AND THE 
SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER ON JULY 7, 1955 


Mr, Macmillan to Mr, Gallagher [Damascus) 

(No, m . Confidential) Foreign Office , 

bir ’ ‘ My 7,1935* 

ri Syrian Foreign Minister, accompanied by M, Qaoudy. the Syrian Charge 
. Anaires, called on me this afternoon. He had previously been entertained to 
iuneneon by the Minister of Stale. 

“■ After (he usual courtesies, 1 raised the question of the Egyptian. Syrian/ 
, ™ Pact with him and urged him to think very deeply before committing himself 
to such a proposition, which really did little to build up strength in the Middle 
hast and which had originally come into being as a gesture against Iraq, I pointed 
out that it was quite untrue that we had brought pressure to”bear on Syria to join 
Ihc Turco-1 raqi Pact, but that wc certainly deprecated aov action taken to promote 
the Egyptian Syrian Pact. 

J ? \L KJialid ui Azm replied that the Pact was in no way directed against 
raq* Although he himself did not see eye to eye with (he Iraqi Government, 
Ira.f vvas a country as dear to him as his own. We for our pan felt that the threat 
to the Middle East came from Russia. The Arabs did not fed this—the threat 
for them was from Israel. Ssria felt that she was not sufficiently protected against 
Israel arid that was the only reason why she would like the Egyptian Syrian Saudi 
Paci to come about There was no reason why Iraq should no! join it herself 
later on when her relations with Egypt had improved. The Arab League Pact 
was deficient in many ways and something new along ihe lines of the Egyptian 
Sdj.m Saudi Pact was necessary. I replied that, however this might be, the 
signature of the Pact would he construed in the Middle East as an action aeaimt 
Ir.iq It was interesting to note that the Communists in the Middle East who 
condemned the Turto-lraqi Pad were in favour of the Egyptian Syrian Pact 
What we would like to see would be a comprehensive system of defence in (he 
area m the interests of all the countries concerned, I sincerely hoped that Syria 
would not commit herself to a step which would prejudice her ultimate 
eCHOpwaiion with such a system. 

4. KJialid a! A/m seemed to misunderstand my point and launched into 
an explanation of how Syria was by no means a Communist or a Communist* 
sympathising country. The Russians had adopted on manv occasions a more 
friendly attitude towards the Arabs than had the West. 3c was only natural that 
(Ji„ Arabs should take this into account* The Western Powers bv 3 heir support 
for Israel, were prejudicing Arab goodwill. Israel continued to flout the United 
Nations, yet we still supported her. What he asked for was impartiality, but it 
seemed that the Americans, the French and we were more partial to Israel than 
to (he Arabs. I caught him up on this and pointed out that it was largely due 
to the British in ihc First World War that the Arab States had achieved their 
independence Fbe Arabs ought to remember this* As far as Israel was 
concerned, if M. Khalid al Azm was silting in mv chair he would know how I 
had to listen to the same sort of complaints of partiality from the Israeli 
Ambassador. With regard 10 the United Nations, we were only one of sixty 
members, so why should we be to blame if United Nations resolutions were no! 
carried out, 

5* ! noticed that the situation on the Syrian frontier was much more 

satisfactory than on, say. the Egyptian frontier. J hoped this situation would 
continue and improve, It was in the interests of all concerned that one day some 
sort of settlement should be reached. Our policy in the Middle East was ease 
to define but difficult to carry out. Wc wanted the unity and well-being of the 
area and an effective defence system between all its States to resist aggression The 
Syrians need not fear the Iraqis, who had made it plain that they respected Syrian 
independence. 
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6 Khalid al Aim repeated once more that the Egyptian. Syrian Pact was 
not directed against Iraq, It was a necessary step by the Arabs to protect 
themselves agamst Israel. At the prompting of the Charge d Affaires, he thui 
liked if we would look into the question of spare parts over which the by nan 
Military Attache was having some difficulty wn.h the supply mg firm, 1 suggested 
that this could be taken up^usefully with the Department concerned, 

7, [ ended by saying that I hoped His Excellency had not minded me speaking 

franktv to him about our point of view', to which he replied that he was glad to 
have had this talk and trusted that l for my part, did not mind his speaking equally 

frankly. 

X l am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Representatives 
al Amman. Ankara. Bagdad, Beirut. B.M.E.O., Cairo. Jedda. Paris and 
Washington. 

I am, &e, 

HAROLD MACMILLAN. 
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VY 1015/50 No. 5 

ASSESSMENT OF THE POSSIBLE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIE RECENT 
ARREST! OF V NUMBER OF ARMY OFFICERS AND CIVILLY NS 


Mr. Gal higher ft > Mr. Macmillan* i Received July 2.5) 


(No. 89 . Secret) Damascus. 

Sir, July 20. J955. 

Although it is difficult to obtain reliable information about the political 
activities of various groups of Syrian army officers, it would seem that the recent 
arrest of a small number of officers and civilians, reported in my telegram No. 27.L 
of the 15th of July* may have a special significance. 

2, During the ShUhakti regime, officers with known Left-wing sympathies 
were either dismissed from the Army or sent to military dentenlkm camps on 
charges of plotting against the security of the State, With the end of the military 
dictatorship, these officers were reinstated and, in certain eases, were given rapid 
promotion and posts of importance to compensate for the treatment they had 
earlier received, Their position was reinforced by their membership of, or sympathy 
with, the Baaih-Socialist Party which, since February 1955. lias been one of the 
main elements of the coalition Government. The progressive Left-wing policy 
of this party and its tactical co-operation in the Chamber with the lender of the 
Syrian Communist Party has made it an obvious target for Communist penetration; 
and some of the Army officers who were reinstated and promoted are believed to 
be fellow- travellers, if not convinced Communists, 

3 In an Army divided into a number of political factions and showing 
marked signs of unrest, this compact group of officers, with a definite policy and 
marked determination of purpose, quickly made their influence t<elt, 1 nder the 

energetic leadership of Colonel Ad nan Mallei, who as Head of the Third bureau 
ensured that some of his supporters were posted to key positions, they have become 
a political force of considerable importance in Syria. It has been said that the 
country is now run by about fifty army officers and there is some evidence 
(confirmed by secret sources I to show that these in turn have appointed a 
revolutionary council of seven or eight officers on the Egyptian mode!. It is under 
their command that the military police carried out the recent arrests and they wield 
considerable influence over the military courts. 

4. The objectives of this group are not altogether dear: hut it would seem 
that they share the ultra-nationalist and Left-wing dews of the Baath-Socialist 
Party tn both domestic and foreign affairs and w ould like to see them applied more 
vigorously in practice. They are opposed to any affiances which, in their \ iuw. 
would weaken Syrian independence, and their hostility to the Fertile (. resccnt 
scheme and to the Turco-Jraqi Pact lends to their activities a strong anti-Iraqi and 
anti-Western bias. On the other hand, they favour the tripartite pact as a riposte 
to wliai thev regard ms Iraq's desertion of the Arab cause and as a means of forging 
closer links between Sy ria and the authoritarian and neutralist regimes of Egy pt 
and Saudi Arabia. The concepi of a unified Arab army, as provided for in the 
tripartite pact, with its headquarters in Damascus, also attracts them professionally 
as il opens up prospects of promotion to high rank which arc necessarily limited 

in their own small service. 


5 The activities of this croup hive hitherto been circumscribed by a number 
of factors. In the first place: the existence of a coalition Government in which 
the Left wing is re presented and which is prepared to align itself to some extent 
with this faction of the Army on such matters as the tripartite pact and the supply 
of arms from France has meant that (he group have had no compc Uiw need lo 
take drastic action. Secondly, they have managed to secure the support of the weak 
amis actuating Chief of staff who vs prepared to act as their spokesman and paw My 
lo accept certain of their nominees in senior positions on the General Headquarters 
Staff and elsewhere. It was* in fact. General Shukmr whoearlier this 
to the Prime Minister that he should dismiss Pari.amenl and ru e with military 
support (see Damascus telegram No. 175 of the 14th of Apnh. Lastly, ihis 
group have had to face the fact that their political views are not shared 
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by she Army as a whole and Thai there is probably sufficient opposition from oilier 
officers to foil an attempted Left-wing coup d'etat. This delicate balancing of 
political forces within the Army probably explains why Syria has not so far reverted 
to a military regime. 

6, It is therefore reasonable to assume that the elimination, or, at alt events, 
the neutralisation of their political opponents within the Army and. where possible, 
outside, has become one of the principal objectives of the group. The assignation 
of Coland Malki in April, while depriving them of dynamic leadership, enabled 
them towage a campaign of persecution against the Right wing and pro-Iraqi Parti 
Papula ire Syr ten. Officers and N.C. O.s known or suspected to be associated with 
this party were arrested on a charge of membership of an illegal political 
organisation and arc now gradually being brought to trial. The exact number in 
prison has never been revealed but is believed to be about 200. This campaign did 
not, however, involve those officers who. while not Indenlificd with any particular 
party, are generally pro-Western and pro-Iraqi in outlook. These officers, most 
of whom take a strictly professional view of the Army's role, are believed to have 
become increasingly disturbed by the Army's intervention in politics and the 
accommodating attitude of the Chief of Staff towards the Left-wing dement. It 
seems that they were organising some sort of protest to General Shukair (and may 
even have been manoeuvring for his dismissal! and this was used a$ an excuse for 
the recent arrests, it also enabled the Chief of Stall to explain subsequently that 
the arrests were due to disciplinary reasons. 

7, This explanation is not, however, convincing. The arrests included three 
brigade commanders of the rank of Colonel Other officers are understood to be 
under house arrest, including the Head of the Syrian Air Force who, it is said, 
will be sent to a subordinate post on the Euphrates. Moreover, the Director of 
Police and Security in Aleppo and the Director of Customs at Latlakia have also 
been arrested. All those concerned, in so far as their political views are known, 
arc Right wing and pro-1 raqi. It therefore seems that these arrests are a 
continuation of the policy of the Left-wing group of removing potential opposition 
in the Army and among key civilian officials in order to facilitate the execution of 
their plans. 

8. It is also significant that these events have coincided withffie issue by the 
military police of warrants of arrest against Husni Barazi (Personalities No. 22), the 
owner of the newspaper NAS, and his editor on charges of “ insulting the Army," 
This paper has been consistently pro-Western and has published remarkably 
outspoken articles against Communism, army intervention in politics and the 
tripartite pad. At the same lime it has strongly advocated Syrian membership of 
the Turco-Traqi alliance. Barazi has left the country and is believed to be in the 
Lebanon. 

9. Qu the evidence so far available, 1 do not consider that the recent arrests 
and (he suppression of NAS necessarily indicate that a Left-wing coup d’etat h 
imminent But it seems certain that the group of Left-wing officers are sirenlhening 
their position and gradually clearing the decks for possible action in the future 
The slow progress being made in negotiating the tripartite pad. the forthcoming 
Presidential election in which the Army will undoubtedly bring influence to bear 
to try to secure the election of its chosen candidate, and the possibility of a new 
government in the autumn with a rather different political complexion from the 
present coalition, may give this group an excuse to oust the politicians and take 
over control. In doing so. they would probably command the support of those 
pio-Shhhakli officers who have managed to re-establish themselves in the Army 
and appear to be willing to co-operate w ith the Left wing. 

ID. Meanwhile, these events have two immediate consequences for us. 
Firstly, the removal of the Head oF the Syrian Air Force will certainly prejudice 
the dose connection which has been built up between that service and the Royal 
Air Force and for which C olonel KaMaui was largely responsible. It was mainly 
through him that the policy of purchasing British aircraft and equipment and 
sending Syrian pilots and technicians to the United Kingdom for training was 
initiated. This policy has recently been called in question (sec correspondence 
ending with my letter U 1906/8 55) of the 16th of July to Mr, Rose! and it 
seems likely that Colonel Kailani's championship of the British connection was 
in some measure responsible for his downfall. Secondly, the action taken against 
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NAS has deprived! us of an influential newspaper which could be relied upon to put 
forward the Western viewpoint with considerable eloquence and force. The other 
Right-wing papers will now be chary of taking a pro-Western line, particularly on 
matters such as clie Turco-Iraqi pact on which the Army Lire liable to be sensitive. 
We may therefore find it increasingly difficult to ensure that our ease does not go 
by default. 

II. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Paris. Washington, Amman, Ankara, Baghdad, Beirut. Cairo and Jedda; and 
to the Head of the British Middle East Office. 

I have. &c, 

F, G, K. GALLAGHER, 
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VY 1015,52 No. 6 

DEVELOPMENT OVER THE PAST YEAR OF A MORE FAVOURABLE 
AmTl'DE IN SYRIA TO GENERAL SHISHAKLI 

Mr. Gallagher m Mr. StucmiHan. {Received August 2) 

fNo, 90+ Confidemiaff DaitiuscitSi 

Sin My 27 + 1955. 

I have the honour to report that, during the past year* there has been a 
significant change in Syria in the attitude of the Government and the general public 
towards General Shishakli, the former military dictator, those people who were 
prominent during his regime and the Arab Liberation Movement lA.LMJ. the 
political party which he founded in 1953 to support him in the Chamber. 

2. When the military regime collapsed in February 1954 and Shishakli left 
the country public opinion, inflamed by the Left wine, was strongly set against him+ 
There was in almost audible sigh oF relief that Syria had rid herself of a G rant and 
a traitor who had worked against the real interests of his country which was now 
to enjoy once again the full benefits of a democratic Constitution. This reaction 
was no doubt partly due to the Arab tendency to change sides quickly and to 
support the man in power at the moment; but there was also a genuine feeling that 
Shishakli s ruthlessness and tyrannical methods could not be tolerated any longer. 

3. The Immediate result was an effort to eradicate all traces of the Shishakli 
regime. 'I he A.L.M. was dissolved, a parliamentary committee was established to 
review all legislation passed during the military dictatorship and to decide which 
laws and decrees should he discarded, and i purge of army officers and officials who 
had been prominent during the former regime was put'in hand. This work was 
begun with enthusiasm; but as party political problems became more pressing, the 
iinti-Shishakii movement lost a great deal of its impetus. By the end of the year 
there had been a marked reaction Former Shishakli supporters w r cre coming into 
the open and, as the memories of the evil days of the military dictatorship receded, 
there was a general disposition on the part of the public to take a man al his face 
value and not to penalise him for doing his duty in difficult circumstances. 

4. Thereafter, many people who had been prominent during the Shishakli 
regime were able to rehabilitate themselves. This was most noticeable in the army 
where officers who had escaped the purge were posted to influential positions, some 
of them receiving special promotion. These officers were undoubtedly able by 
Syrian standards; but many of them were pure opportunists who were only too 
welling to co-operate with the strong Left-wing element in the army as a means of 
advancement. 

5. Meanwhile, the same process was taking place outside the army. The 
A.L.M. was declared by the courts to be a legal political organisation and its 
premises and equipment which had been confiscated when Shishakli left the 
country, were restored. A number of Shishakli supporters were returned to 
Parliament at the elections held in September 1954. Maamoun Kuzban. Speaker 
of Parliament during the Shishakli regime and therefore next in precedence to the 
dictator, who bad made a vain attempt to perpetuate the military rdgime 
immediately after Shishukli's departure, was appointed Minister of Justice in the 
A'-sali Cabinet formed in February of this year—a position which he still holds. 
Ass+Ld MohuFTeL the Secretary-Genera! of the Presidency of the Republic during the 
Shishakli regime and a close associate of the dictator, has been brought out of 
retirement and appointed Syrian Minister in Tehran, The A.L.M. has resumed 
its political activities although it is handicapped by the low eafibre of its members, 
many of its more prominent supporters having thrown in thdr lot with one of the 
traditional political parties. 

6. Th esc developments refect a change of attitude on the part of the general 
public. A number of responsible Syrians have expressed to me their regret at the 
p aving of ihe Shishakli regime, It was a period of stability, increasing prosperity 
and material development—advantages winch, in the view of many Syrians, 
outweighed the disadvantages inherent in a military dictatorship. It was the type 
of strong government which suited the needs of a still politically immature country; 
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and it has been exchanged for political instability, the personal rivalries of leading 
politicians, a deteriorating economic situation and all the trappings of a police State, 
with a divided army still trying to exercise control although less obviously than 
before. It is therefore not surprising that the news (subsequently denied» that the 
Syrian Foreign Minister had met Shishakli during the formers recent visit to Paris 
excited great interest here and led to articles in the pro-Govcrnment Press praising 
Shishakli as a great patriot and protagonist pf Syrian independence. Even the 
Opposition Press, which criticised the meeting, gave the impression that its attack 
was directed more against Khalid al Azm than against the former dictator, 

7, It is interesting to speculate whether this change of attitude foreshadows 
the return of Shishakli to Syria to resume his former position after a military coup 
d'etat. This w r ould be contrary io historical precedent, hut it nevertheless remains 
a possibility. The army is still the determining factor in Syrian politics. At present 
it is do mini Led by a group of Left-wing officers who would not hesitate to take 
drastic action if they considered it necessary and felt that the army as a whole would 
support them isee my despatch No, 89 (11901 Sl8/55> of the 20th of July). As 
stated above, there Is evidence (hat the pro-Sbishakli officers are co-operating with 
(his group primarily as a means of obtaining positions of influence. Nevertheless, 
they have much in common. The pro-Shishakli element, like the dictator, art- 
hostile to Iraq and believe in a policy of neutrality. They have a natural sympathy 
for (lie military regime in Egypt and could be expected to favour the tripartite pact 
for both political and professional reasons. Moreover, in domestic matters, 
Shishakli pursued a mildly “progressive” policy which would provide another 
bond between his supporters inJ the Left wing. More important, perhaps, is the 
fact that the Shishakli supporters in the army can provide in the former dictator 
the strong man to take over control after a coup detai. The Left wing contains no 
outstanding figure who could fill this role and has therefore had to create a small 
revolutionary committee on the Egyptian model as a substitute. 

8, It is clear too. that Shishakli himself does not exclude the possibility of 
returning to Syria. His brother, Salah Shishakli. attempted to come back here 
earlier this year but was promptly expelled, 1 hear from a very reliable source that 
he has since been Living in the Lebanon where he maintains contact with Shishakli 
supporters in Syria. He told my informant that his function was to watch the 
situation closely and to let the ex-dictator know when the time was ripe for the 
latter's return to Syria. It appears from Beirut telegram No. 555 that Shishakli 
now rates his chances sufficiently high to establish himself in the Lebanon. This 
is a significant development and supports the view expressed in my despatch No. 89 
that the deterioration of the political situation here, coupled with the delay in the 
signature of the tripartite pact, may prompt the army to take over complete control 
during the coming months. 

9, 1 am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Washington, Paris. Amman, Ankara, Baghdad. Beirut, Cairo and Jed da; and to the 
Head of the British Middle East Office, 

I have, &c. 

F. G. K, GALLAGHER, 
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VV 1015/73 No, 7 

REPORT ON THE FLECTION OF SHL KRf QUWATLY AS PRESIDENT 

OF THE SYRIAN REPUBLIC 

Mr. Gulfaglutr to Mr. Macmillan, i Received September /) 


( N o. 94. Coafidenti j ] | Damascus, 

Sir, Ait gust 24, 1955. 

With reference to my telegram No. 311 of 
the 18th of August, I have the honour to 
report that Shukri Quwatly (Personalities 
No, 81 1 was elected President of the Syrian 
Republic on the 38th of August, He will 
begin his five-year term of office on the 6ih 
of September, when the official inauguration 
ceremonies will be held, thus reluming to 
the Presidency to which he has twice 
previously been elected and from which he 
was forcibly removed in 1949 by Colonel 
Husni Zajm, the leader of the first military 
coup slitfGf. 

2 . The election of Shukri Quwatly was 
the result of intricate party manoeuvres 
which continued until shortly before voting 
took place However, Shukri Beys election 
seemed assured when the Nationalist Party 
adopted him as their candidate with the 
support of the Right-wing independents and 
when the Populists stated that they would 
not put forward a candidate of their own 
but would vote with the Nationalists, 
Meanwhile, the Left-wing Baath-Socialist 
Party announced their support for the can¬ 
didature of the Foreign Minister. Kfoafid 
al Azm, who could also count on the votes 
of the majority of his Democratic bloc of 
Deputies and the Left-wing independents. 
The conflict thus resolved itself into one 
between Right and Left, and it was clear 
that Quwatly would win by a comfortable 
majority. 

3, As a result, there was an absence of 
tension or expectancy in the atmosphere 
when U9 of the 142 Deputies assembled in 
the Chamber to elect the President on the 
18th of August. At the first ballot, 89 votes 
were east for Quwatly and 42 for Azm. the 
former narrowly failing to secure the neces¬ 
sary two-tbirds majority. The figures were 
similar al (he second ballot, Quwatly 
receiving 91 votes and Azm 41 Quw.it]y T 
having obtained an absolute majority, was 
declared elected. It as indicative of the 
holiday mood of the Deputies that out of 
the invalid papers at the first ballot bore the 
name of the Saudi Arabian Ambassador in 
Damascus; (he riposte came at the second 
ballot in the form of a vote cast for Nuri 
Said, 

4 Press comment on the election of 
Quwatly has, with few exceptions, been 


tinged with caution and reserve. The 
organs of those elements which supported 
the candidature of Rhalid al Azm have 
recalled that Syria is now back where she 
was in 1948 before the succession of military 
coups S'^tat which destroyed her stability. 
Right-wing and independent newspapers 
have welcomed the new President, but have 
drawn his attention to the country's many 
problems and to the changes that have taken 
place in Syria during his six years of 
absence. It is probable that this note of 
cautious optimism reflects the general 
feeling in the country, 

5. f paid a courtesy call on Shukri Bey 
on the day after his election He saw me 
alone and spoke at some length about the 
work to which he now proposed to devote 
Himself, As President, he said, his object 
would be to restore to Syria the greatest 
possible degree of political stability. The 
country needed a respite from party quarrels 
and violent changes of regime in order to 
concentrate on the essential task of 
economic development. The events of the 
past six years had produced nervous stress 
and uncertainty about the future. A period 
of tranquillity was now' necessary to restore 
the people's peace of mind and to ensure 
that the country 's inslit miens functioned 
normally. Shukri Bey then spoke, with 
apparent sincerity, about his warm regard 
for the British and his war-time connexion 
with us He recalled the decisive part which 
Her Majesty's Ambassador had played at 
that stage of his career and said that he 
would work wholeheartedly to improve 
AngloSyrian relations. This led him to 
speak of our educational system of which 
he was a firm advocate, His elder son, who 
has been studying in England, would be 
going to Cambridge m the autumn and he 
hoped shortly to send his younger son to a 
British public school. 

A I am reporting separately on the effect 
of Quwatly *$ election on the political 
situation, 

7, l am sending copies of this despatch to 
Her Majesty's Representatives at Amman, 
Ankara, Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo, Jcdda, 
Paris and Washington and to (he Head of 
ihe British Middle Last Office, 

I have, &c. 

F. G. K. GALLAGHER. 


SECREi 


SECRET 


19 


VV 1015/74 No. 8 

ELECTION OF SHUKRI QUWATLY AS PRESIDENT OF THE SYRIAN 
REPUBLIC: AN ASSESSMENT OF POSSIBLE POLITICAL 
CONSEQUENCES 

Mr. Gallagher to Mr. Macmillan. {Received September / j 


(No. 96. Confidential j Damascus, 

Sir, August 24, 1955 . 

Jn my despatch No, 94 of the 24th ol 
August, 1955, I reported the election of 
Shukri Quwatly as President of the Syrian 
Republic, an appointment w r bieh he will 
norm ally hold for live years. I now have 
the honour to submit an assessment of the 
probable results of that election on the 
political situation in Syria during the 
coming months. 

2, The new President* in spite of many 
failings, is perhaps the only man, in Syria 
who is regarded by a large section of the 
population as the symbol of national 
independence. As such* he commands the 
support of people of widely different 
political views. His association with the 
Nationalist movement goes back to the last 
years of the Ottoman Empire and he sub¬ 
sequently proved a troublesome thorn in 
the side of the French. Elected President 
of Syria in 1943, he held this office until 
1949 when he was forcibly removed by 
Husni Zaim. who engineered the first of (he 
scries of military coups d'etat. Thereafter* 
be lived in Alexandria (generously subsi¬ 
dised, so it Is said, by the late King Ibn 
Saudi and, apart from a brief reappearance 
in Damascus last year, remained in exile 
until j few weeks before the presidential 
election. His long absence from Syria 
makes him something of an unknown 
quantity and even the Right-wing press 
have not hesitated to remind hun of the 
many changes which have taken place in 
Syria since 1949 and to give him some 
frank advice on the problems to which he 
should now address himself. 

3 At first sight, the election of Shukri 
Bey is noi altogether reassuring. Originally 
the leader of the movement for Syrian 
independence, he is now primarily a party 
politician anti it is doubtful whether, as 
President, he will have the foresight and 
ability to subordinate his allegiance to (he 
Nationalist Party and to the feudal 
aristocracy of the country to the need to 
exercise his functions impartially. More¬ 
over, in spite of rhe support on which he 


could undoubtedly count in the Chamber 
and among the general public he probably 
owes his election to the unpopularity of his 
rival, K hat id at Azm, and to the fact that 
the latter was supported by the Left. 
Shukri Bey's previous tenure of office, 
which covered the period of the Palestine 
War, was far from satisfactory, He was 
surrounded by a group of self-seeking 
advisers who secured promotion for them- 
selves and their friends and corruption was 
rife. He made many enemies among the 
leading politicians and antagonised the 
Army who were responsible for his down¬ 
fall in 3949, Since then he has identified 
himself closely with Egyptian and Saudi 
interests and has given consistent support 
to the tripartite pact, 

4, Nevertheless, the new President has a 
forceful personality and a degree of deter¬ 
mination bordering on obstinacy. He will 
undoubtedly exercise his influence to the 
limits permitted by the Constitution and 
may therefore prove to be an important 
factor in charting the future course of 
Syrian political life. Whether this influence 
is beneficial will depend on the lessons he 
has learned from his past political mistakes. 
The extent to which it can be exerted will 
depend on the political situation brought 
about by his election and on the attitude ol 
the Army 

5. The election of Lhe new President, 
which became a conflict between the Rights 
and Left-wing dements in the Chamber, 
has brought to an end the unnatural coali¬ 
tion of Nationalists and l.eft-wing groups 
which has held office since February last, 
Shukri Bey was supported by Nationalists, 
Populists and Right-wing independents 
who together were able to muster ninety- 
one votes out of a total of 139. If this 
alliance can be held together, the new Gov¬ 
ernment which will be formed after the 
President is inaugurated on the 6th of 
September, should be reasonably stable. 
Unfortunately, the composition of the new 
Cabinet may not prow an easy task The 
Populists, who deckled not to put forward 
a presidential candidate of their own but 
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lo support Quwatly, are in a strong bargain¬ 
ing position and, as they are in (he main 
pro-Western, this is satisfactory from our 
standpoint. But, in spite of a superficial 
community of interests, their relations with 
the Nationalist Party are uneasy. The 
personal animosities which brought about 
the collapse of the Kfkoury Government in 
February last are stilt smouldering; and the 
question of the tripartite pact to which the 
Populists are opposed and on which Inc 
Nationalists are divided (see my letter 
if 11901 836 55) of the 3rd of August to 
Mr Rose) may still prove to be a formid¬ 
able hone of contention. Negotiations are 
now in train for the formation of the new 
Government. There are already signs that 
the Populists are demanding too high a 
price for their support of Quwatly and may 
therefore have to constitute a Cabinet with¬ 
out the participation of the Nationalists. 
Alternatively, a coalition Government 
under a 44 neutral” Prime Minister is 
always a possibility.. 

6. Whatever the form the new Govern¬ 
ment takes, it will be faced with a strong 
and united Opposition in the Chamber. 
During the tenure of office of the Assail 
Cabinet, the Left—consisting of the Demo¬ 
cratic Hoc, the Baath-Socialist Party and 
the Communist leader, Khalid Bikdash- 
have been to some extent muzzled by their 
support of the Government. The presiden¬ 
tial election has clarified the political 
situation and, for some lime to come, the 
Left can be expected to remain in the 
opposition and to make the most of their 
opportunities. They will probably concen¬ 
trate on two points: the speedy conclusion 
of the tripartite pact and the negotiations 
between (he Government and the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. In these circum¬ 
stances it is doubtful whether the new 
Government will feel able to take a firm 
line. Both issues arouse strong popular 
feeling which will no doubt be inflamed by 
Left-wing propaganda. So far as (he tripar¬ 
tite pact is concerned the Opposition know 
that the President, unlike his predecessor, 
is unlikely to challenge it on constitutional 
grounds and may even discreetly encourage 
us signature in return for help received 
from Egypt and Saudi Arabia in the past, 
f he Government may, therefore, try first to 
delay the conclusion of the pact in the hope 
that it will be eventually forgotten and, 
fifing this, to propose a looser form of 
alliance, open to all Arab States, which 
would amount to little more than a 
strengthening of the Collective Security 


Fact. As regards the LP,C* t pressure on 
[he company from the Government and [he 
Chamber is likely to continue until a new 
agreement is signed. 

7. Meanwhile, as reported in my des¬ 
patches Nos. 89 and 90 of the 20th and the 
27th of July respectively, intervention by 
the Army remains an ever-present possi¬ 
bility. It is no secret that the strong Left- 
wing faction in (he Army and, indeed, the 
( iiicf of Staff hirrttdi favoured Azmi’s 
election to the presidency in spite of 
differences between them. Quwatly, on the 
other hand, is unpopular with the Army 
due mainly to the circumstances which led 
to the coup d'etat in 1949 and the fact that 
he is the leader of a Right-wing party. The 
new President, however, has done his best 
to placate the Army by promising. In his 
first public statement after his election, to 
provide modern military equipment, and 
his known support lor the tripartite pact 
may also help him to gain the Army’s con¬ 
fidence. The general view here is that the 
Army do no! intend to intervene for the 
lime being and that they will allow Quwatly 
a reasonable period of probation to see 
what altitude he adopts on major political 
quesiions, But. from now on. there is 
likely to be a close association between the 
Arm} and the Opposition which will greatly 
strengthen (he position of the latter in the 
Chamber. The recent visit of Shishakli to 
the Lebanon, which was widely reported in 
the Syrian press, has strengthened the belief 
that the Army are preparing the ground for 
a Left-wing coup d'etat should the need 
arise. 

if. In spite of the factory making for a 
further period of uncertainty in Syrian 
politics, it is, I think, permissible to he 
cautiously optimistic about the immediate 
future, fhe new President has told me that 
political stability will be his first concern. 
If he is prepared to exert his authority 
impartially over the contending forces and 
to use his strength of character and deter¬ 
mination to this end, he stands a reasonable 
chance of success. The clear-cut division 
between Right and Left which has emerged 
as the result of his election should assist 
him in this task, since the material is to 
band from which a solid and stable Gov¬ 
ernment could be formed if the politicians 
can he persuaded to sink their differences. 
The Army have apparently allowed him 
breathing-space and, if he can win over this 
disruptive dement to his side by appealing 
to their undoubted patriotism (or if. as is 
believed to be his intention, he can find a 
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way of replacing the present Chief of Staff 
by a better candidate pledged to keep the 
Army out of politics), he may succeed in 
removing one of the greatest dangers to 
political stability. This is a formidable 
task and. in the uncertain atmosphere of 
Syrian political life, it is by no means 
certain that be will succeed. But, even if 
he is only partly successful, there is a 
reasonable dunce of a gradual evolution of 
Syrian policy in our favour, I would not 
expect any Syrian Government to depart 
from a policy of strict neutrality between 
East and West for a very 1 long lime to 


conic; but, once the I.P.C. negotiations are 
satisfactorily concluded, the stage would be 
set under a Right-wing Government for a 
cautious approach to better relations with 
the West. 

9, i am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at Amman, 
Ankara, Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo, Jedda, 
Paris, Washington and to the Head of the 
British Middle East Office, 

1 have. &c. 

F, G. K. GALLAGHER, 
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THE SYRIAN BUDGET F OR 1955 

•V/f, Gallagher to Mr, Macnrilhn. ' Received September 10) 


(No, 99 E, Confidential! Damascus. 

Sir, September 5, 1955. 

With reference to Mr, Cranston's letter C.S. 409 (73 13 55} of the J 6 lh of 
August to Levan! Department, J have the honour to report that the Budget for 
1955 was passed by the Syrian Parliament and signed by the President of the 
Republic on August 17, The total published figure for expenditure in 1955 is 
£Syrkn 260,570,000. This compares with £Syrian 2 G ^000,000 in 3954 and 
£Syrian 2O5i0OO,fX1P in 1953. A translation of Decree No. 106 of the 17th of 
August, giving details of the estimated revenue and expenditure during the current 
financial year, together with the comparable figures tor last year, is enclosed.I '} 
The detailed departmental allocations have not yet been published but will be 
forwarded as soon as they are available. 

2. The increase over last year's budget of ESyrian 52,500,000 is an indication 
of she steady expansion of Syria's economy The additional revenue has been 
derived mainly from direct and indirect taxation distributed as follows: — 


Direct taxation 
Indirect taxation and dues 
Registration Fees ... 

Miscellaneous and Public Services revenues 


£ Syrian 
13,000.000 
17,000,000 
K.OOO.OOO 
I4,SXLOOO 


J. The allocation of expenditure reflects the contrast between the policy of 
the present Government, which emphasises the importance of supporting Syria's 
economy and providing educational facilities, and that of the Shishakli regime 
when priority was given to military requirements. In the 1955 budget, the 
allocation to the Ministry of National Defence has been reduced by CSyrian 
H millions. The decrease in the Ministry’s sh ire in the increased budget, from 
40 per cent to approximately 33 per cent, is, however, proportionally greater. 
The Departments which hive chiefly benefited by increased allocations are: — 

(Syrian 

The Gendarmerie ... ... ... ... ... ... 15,000,000 

This Department was absorbed into the Army during 
the Shtshakli regime and was subsequently reconstituted 
as a separate Department under (he Ministry of the 
Interior. 

The Ministry of Education: an additional ... ... 31,500,000 

The Ministry of Finance: an additional .. 9,000,(100 

The Ministry of Public Works: an additional 6,000,000 

Most other Departments have received increases of from fSyrian f to U millions, 
which would represent a normal increase in the cost of administration in keeping 
with the general rise of prices and services ihroughout the world. 

4 Further evidence of the Government’s desire to strengthen and expand 
Syria’s economic development is shown by the approval, given in Parliament on 
the 13th of August of a special Six-Year Development Budget* totalling 
£Syrian 659,899,613. t he official Decree giving the details of this budget has not 
yet been published and it will be reported when it appears. This special budget 
provides, for the completion or undertaking of major development schemes such 
,15 roads, railways, a new aerodrome at Damascus, major irrigation works, the 
Ghab Valley Drainage Project and Lattakia Port, 

5. Jn view of the serious economic position that has existed in Syria for the 
greater part of this >c:ir, and the shortage of funds at a result of the failure of the 
grain crops, it is questionable how r much of the money allowed for in the budgets 
is, in fact, available. It is believed that the revenue from current taxation and 
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public services, together with reserves carried over from last year, is sufficient for 
the needs of the annual budget. A small additional sum is probably in hand to 
enable a beginning to be made on development schemes other than those already 
in hand. The bulk of the revenue required for development will, how ever, have 
to come from future revenue and possibly from an International Bank loan. 
Nevertheless, the belated adoption of these budgets will help to restore economic 
confidence in the country. There arc now good prospects for the cotton crop and 
this should produce revenue which may go some way towards offset! ine the losses 
incurred by the grain failure. It should also encourage industrialists, farmers and 
traders as well as Government officials to resuscitate the economic and 
administrative life of the counlry which ha* been stagnant for the last few months. 

6 . It would be a mistake, none the less, to conclude from the outward 
appearance of the budget that the place and role of the Armv is now entirely 
secondary and that it might be unable to obtain the funds it needs for major military 
purchases. In Syria it is customary for some of the expenditure on military 
equipment and armaments to be met from reserve and secret funds and from 
concealed credits allocated to other Departments, the details of which arc never 
made public. There is no reason to suppose that this system wall not continue 
in the future and it may be accepted that the Army will always be able to obtain 
the money that it requires for extraordinary expenditure even though it may 
encounter greater resistance than before from a Parliament which would rather 
devote revenue to the economic needs of the country. 

7. Although the annual budget has been passed on tv two weeks before a 
new Government is due to be formed, there is no reason to think that it will be 
repudiated by the next Government. The greater part of the expenditure for the 
current year has already been made and Hie adoption of the biidcet at this late 
stage, although useful psychologically, is little more than a device to provide the 
Government with the means to carry out its normal functions until the end of 
the year. 

8 . 1 ant sending copies of this despatch, together with its enclosure, to Her 

Majesty’s Ambassadors at Amman, Baghdad* Beirut. Cairo and Tel Aviv* to the 
Head of ilie British Middle Fast Office. Nicosia, to the Head of the Development 
Division of (he British Middle East Oltice, Beirut, to the Treasury Representative 
(Middle East}, Cairo, to the Commercial Relations and Exports Department. Board 
of Trade, to the Export Credits Guarantee Department and to Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Aleppo. r r 

1 have, Sac. 

F, G. K. GALLAGHER, 
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VY 1015/87 No, 10 

THE NEW SYRIAN GOVERNMENT 

Mr. Gallagher to Mr, Macmillan* {Received September 26) 


(Na 106. Confidential# Damascus, 

Sir. September 21 . 1935. 

With reference 10 my telegram No. 346 of 
tho 14th of September, I have the honour 
to report that, following the resignation of 
the Assail Government on the 6th of 
September as required by the Constitution 
on the inauguration of the newly-elected 
President of the Republic. 4 new Cabinet 
was formed under Said Ghazzi 11 tide- 
pendent! on the S 3th of September. 

2. In spite of preliminary consultations 
among political leaders, no Government 
was ready to take office on the 6th of 
September This was partly due to the 
obstinacy of the President of the Republic 
who. instead of calling on the Right-wing 
parties which hud co-operated to secure his 
election and which commanded a dear-cut 
majority in the Chamber, fried lo form an 
all-parly Government* This may have been 
due to his desire to establish a reputation 
for impartiality on assuming office; it may 
also have been due to his ignorance, after 
six years' absence from Syria, of the wide 
differences in policy which now divide the 
Right from the Left. At all events, the 
attempt was doomed to failure. Said 
Gharri. a " neutral ‘ and respected figure, 
tried his hand but had to give up after the 
Left-wing Baaib-Socialisi Party refused to 
co-operate ami their allies, the Democratic 
Hoc, refused to be committed, 

}. The President then asked Ghazzi to 
form a more limited coalition, relying 
primarily on the Right-wing groups. By 
then* however, the majority which had 
elected Quwatly, was beginning to disin¬ 
tegrate and, in the process of hard political 
bargaining which followed, the chronic 
rivalries between Nationalists arid Populists, 
based on suspicion and personal animosities, 
came to the fore. The latter were in a 
strong position since, having refrained from 
putting forward a presidential candidate of 
their own* they had ensured the success 
of (Jiiwatly ami were now ready to receive 
their reward. A squabble over portfolios 
followed and, as a result, the Nationalists 
refused lo participate in the new Govern¬ 
ment iTheir spokesmen have subsequently 
said thaL they will join the Baaita-Socialists 
in forming the Opposition.) The upshot 


was that part of the Democratic bloc, 
breaking their alliance with the Baath- 
S oculists, were brought into the Cabinet 
to give it a comfortable majority in the 
Chamber. 

4. The new Government, although an 
improvement on iis predecessor, is an 
illogical grouping of parties which is likely 
to perpetuate the instability which has 
characterised Syrian political life since the 
fall of Shishakli in February 1954, Its 
support i> drawn from the Populists, the 
Constitutional Hoc and a small group of 
Independents on the Right and part at least 
of the Democratic Hoc on the Lett. The 
choice of a ** neutral “ Prime Minister, who 
is also Minister for Foreign Affairs, was 
clearly intended to prevent these two major 
portfolios from becoming a bone of conten¬ 
tion among the coalition parties* thus com¬ 
plicating the task of Cabinet making. Said 
Ghazzi has a reputation for integrity and 
impartiality, and the Government which he 
Jed at the time of the general election in 
September 1954, emerged from the ordeal 
of supervising the ballot w ith flying colours. 
He is also said to be acceptable to the army. 
Nevertheless, he is not a forceful character 
and tacks a personal following in the 
Chamber* He is therefore unlikely to be 
able to control his heterogenous team with 
a strong hand or to impose his own 
moderate views on his Cabinet colleagues, 
Indeed, one of his Itrst tasks was to recon¬ 
stitute the Cabinet on the day after he had 
taken office in order to deal with internal 
dissension and to give the Populists the 
Ministry of the Interior—a portfolio which 
they had apparently claimed but failed to 
acquire at an earlier stage iscc my tele¬ 
gram No, 348). It is therefore not surprising 
that public opinion is not disposed to give 
the new Government a long lease of life, 

5. In these circumstances, it was only to 
be expected that the new Government's 
Statement of policy, in its attempt to 
reconcile the conflicting views of the 
coalition parties, should have taken a long 
lime to prepare. Almost continuous 
Cabinet meetings have taken place during 
the past week and the final result, which was 
read to the C hamber yesterday by the Prime 
Minister and will be debated on the 


SECRET 


SECRET 


25 


-2nd of September, represents a carefully 
balanced compromise* In view of the major 
issues facing Syria on foreign and Arab 
affairs—Mr, Dulles's statement, the John¬ 
ston Plan, the Tripartite Pact and the 
negotiations with the Iraq Petroleum 
Company—this part of the statement, of 
which l enclose a translation/'i is of par¬ 
ticular interest. It shows the influence of 
both the Populists, who arc in the main 
pro-Iraqi and pro-Western but against 
“ foreign pacts at all events for the lime 
being, and the Democratic bloc, who 
support the Tripartite Pact and are firmly 
opposed to peace with Israel. 

6, Thus, as a concession to the Left, there 
k she usual denunciation of Israel and a 
blunt refusal to take part in peace negotia¬ 
tions. It is difficult to say at this stage 
how far such a statement commits the 
Government to a hostile attitude towards 
Mr. Dulles's statement. It may well be that 
such a definite declaration of policy which 
is common form need not be taken too 
seriously, [ still consider that, in the last 
analysis, Syria will he influenced bv the 
attitude oi Egypt and Iraq isec my telegram 
No* 330#. The Populists have dearly made 
their views felt on [he Tripartite Pact. 
Negotiations are to continue, but the pact 
will be open to all Arab States although lhe 
obligations which some of them have 
entered into with non-Arab States will not 
hind the others. This would seem to be a 
firm bid for Iraqi and Jordanian participa¬ 
tion and represents a move away from the 
Syrian conception of a closely-knit, supra¬ 
national tripartite alliance towards an 
arrangement which would amount to little 
more than the strengthening of the Collec¬ 
tive Security Pact Indeed, there is already 
some doubt whether (he Democratic Hoc 
ii$ a whole las opposed to the Ministers 
from this group) are prepared to accept such 
an emasculation of the Tripartite Pact. The 


brief reference to negotiations with the 
I RC . is satisfactory* It should help to 
keep popular agitation to a minimum and 
enable the discussions which arc due to be 
resumed Eater this week to take place in a 
calmer atmosphere, No mention is made 
of The Johnston Plan, no doubt hecause it is 
due to be discussed at the meeting of Arab 
Foreign Ministers early next month. 

7. The section of the Prime Minister's 
statement dealing with internal affairs is on 
familiar lines. The remedies proposed to 
deal with Syria’s press in economic difficul¬ 
ties represent a continuation of the policy 
of the Assail Government. The longer- 
term plans for development and the intro¬ 
duction of social services are already 
generally accepted and are unlikely to cause 
political controversy. 

8, It is too early to predict the effect 
which the new Government is likely to have 
on the future shape of Syrian policy. Much 
will depend on how long it can manage to 
remain in office and how far it can resist 
rhe pressure which will undoubtedly be 
brought to bear by the Right - and Left-wing 
elements of the Opposition, In spite of 
a few excellent appointments the 
Minister of National Economy), the Cabinet 
as a whole is weak: there arc" already signs 
Of some dissension; and the interplay of 
personal rivalries and party manoeuvres may 
veil stultify the well-meaning efforts of the 
Prime Minister atid bring about the fall of 
the Government before it has had a reason¬ 
able opportunity to put its policies to the 
lest, 

9 1 am sending copies of this despatch to 
Her Majesty's Representatives at Amman. 
Ankara, Bagdad. Beirut. Cairo, Jedda. Tel 
Aviv, Paris and Washington; and to the 
Head of the British Middle East Office. 

I have, &c„ 

F* G K. GALLAGHER. 
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VY 1051,90 No. 13 

DEBATE IN THE SYRIAN CHAMBER PRECEDING THE VOTE OF 
CONFIDENCE FOR HMD GHAZ2TS GOVERNMENT 

Mr. GaJfagher to Mr. Macmillan. {Received October 5) 

£ No. IG& Confidential I Damascus, 

Sir, September 28. 195$. 

With reference to my telegram No. 562 of the 25th of September 1 have: the 
honour to report that the Government of Said Ghazzi obtained a vote of confidence 
on the 24th of September by votes to 31 with 3 abstentions. The remaining 
Deputies. 20 in number, were not present in the Chamber. 

2. In the debate which preceded the vote almost all the speakers were from 
the parties not represented in the coalition. Their main theme was opposition to 
the Turco-Iraqi Pact and criticism ol the Government's proposal to pursue 
discussions with the other Arab States with a view to the conclusion of a new Arab 
pact. Fakher Kayyali, a member of the Nationalist Party and a former Minister 
who was closely associated with previous discussions on the tripartite paet T 
maintained that agreement had been reached with Egypt and Saudi Arabia on 
most points. He disclosed that the three countries had agreed on the proportions 
which each would contribute to the joint fund for defence purposes; Egypt would 
provide 45 per cent, of the money, while Saudi Arabia and Syria would provide 
40 per cent, and 15 per cent, respectively . The principal obstacles to final agreement 
had been Syria's economic difficulties and the imminence of the Presidsnthl 
elections, but now Dr. Kavyali could see no reason why the Government should 
seek to widen the basis of the tripartite pact. Other Nationalist speakers 
maintained that to abandon the tripartite pact would be to defer to the views of 
Britain md the United States who wished to divert the enmity of the Arabs from 
Israel, the real danger, to Russia. 

3. The criticism of members of the Baath-Sodalist Party, the other main 
Opposition group, was also mainly directed against that part of the Government's 
statement which dealt with Arab and foreign policy. They supported the 
Nationalist attitude towards the tripartite pact and the proposed new Arab pact, 
and went on to criticise the Government's silence on Mr, Duties' proposals. 1 hey 
made it etc 3 r that they opposed any plan the aim of which was peace with Israel, 
and Akram Huwrani. the Socialist leader, said that his party was equally opposed 
to the Johnston pUn for exploitation of the Jordan waters. He asked for 
clarification of the Government s attitude towards these two questions and also 
.;sked whether the Government were prepared to buy arms from Russia. Other 
H latli-Socialist speakers criticised the omission from Said Ghazzi’s speech of any 
reference to negotiations with the oil companies and made this the pretext for 
attacks on the companies which, I hey said, were guilty of imperialist exploitation, 

4. Replying to the debate the Prime Minister said it would be impossible 
for him to deal with all the matters which had been raised, The Government had 
said thev would continue discussions on the tripartite pact and this they would do 
its soon'ns the former Foreign Minister handed over the papers dealing with this 
question which were still in his possession. The Government would not enter 
into peace nisguti.ition* with Israel and they considered iluu Mi Dulles’ proposals 
were pul forward with that end in view. Said Bey did not mention the Johnston 
plan, the purchase of Russian anm or the oil companies, but asked that the vole 
should be taken on the basis of his Government’s statement of policy. 

5. As had been expected, the Prime Minister obtained a vote of confidence 
by a handsome majority. All the members of the three parties or Noes represented 
ill the coalition cave it their support except for a former Minister of the Democratic 
bloc who voted with the Opposition, consisting of the Nationalist and Baath- 
Socialist Parties together with certain independents The only Communist Deputy 
abstained, 

6 The debate contained little which throws further light on the new 
Governments intentions tsee my despatch No, 1Q6L In spite of Said Beys 
condemnation of Mr Dulles' proposals as being intended to realise peace with 
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Israel, 1 am still of the opinion that Syria’s attitude towards them will he governed 
very largely by that of Egypt and Iraq. The debate did show, however, that the 
Baath'Socialisis, alone among the political parties, have decided to Lake a stand 
in opposition to further discussion of the proposals; but Left-wing disapproval 
was dear from the beginning and is probably not decisive. 

7. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Representatives 
at Amman. Ankara. Baghdad, Beirut. Cairo, Jeddn, Tel Aviv, Paris and Washington 
and to the Head of the British Middle East Office. 

I have, &c, 

F. G. K. GALLAGHER. 


SELKEI 
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MUTUAL DEFENCE PACT BETWEEN EGYPT AND SYRI V 

Mr, Gallagher to Mr, MaemiH&n. {Received Quaker 31) 


{No. 121. Confidential! Damascus* 
Sir, October 20, 1955. 

With reference to my telegram No, 414 of 
the 22nd o! October, 1 have the honour to 
inform you (hat a mutual defence pact 
between Egypt and Syria was signed m 
Damascus on the 20lh of October. The text 
of the pact has not yet been made public, 

2. As reported in my letter < 11917/66/551 
of the 18th of October to Mr, Rose, the idea 
of concluding this pact seems to have been 
evolved during the meeting of Arab Foreign 
Ministers in Cairo between the Sth and the 
12th of October The return of the Syrian 
Prime Minister to Damascus was followed 
by unconfirmed rumours that such a pact 
was under consideration; but, in view of 
the Government's declare)ion of policy (see 
my despatch No. 106 of the 21 si of 
September! in which the Prime Minister 
undertook to renew discussions on the 
tripartite pact with a view to founding a 
new r pact open to all Arab State*, it was 
generally thought that a bilateral military 
agreement with Egypt, which would run 
counter to this policy, was unlikely. 

3. In any case, it seemed reasonable ro 
expect that, if such a pact was contemplated, 
there would be detailed negotiations 
between the two Governments which would 
be carried out over a considerable period of 
time, a* happened earlier this year when the 
Syrian, Egyptian and Saudi Arabian Gov¬ 
ernments uttempEed to agree on (he 
proposed tripartite pact. In fact, however, 
the negotiations were conducted with 
remarkable speed and secrecy and the pact 
was signed only six days after the Prime 
Minister’s return from Cairo, 

4 r Although the text has not been 
released for publication, an official state¬ 
ment has admitted that the texts appearing 
in certain newspapers give the general lines 
of the agreement. It may be useful, there¬ 
fore, to summarise the principal points as 
given in f.'Orient. a French language news¬ 
paper published in Beirut: — 

{ffl The two States will consider any 
attack directed against one of them 
to he directed equally against the 
other. 


(b) They will consult each other in the 
event of a threat to the security of 
any part of the Arab world, 

(c) They agree to set up a Supreme 

Defence Council consisting of the 
Prime Ministers. Foreign Ministers 
and Defence Ministers of the two 
countries, i hey will be advised by 
a Military Council consisting of the 
two Chiefs of Staff. 

id) They will nominate a Commander- 
in-Chief who will have under his 
command in peace as in war the 
armed forces of the two States, 
{Other newspaper reports omit M in 
peace/’) 

(el Egypt will contribute 65 per cent, and 
Syria 35 per cent, of the total of a 
special fund to finance the con¬ 
struction of military installations 
approved by the Commander-in- 
Chief and the two Chiefs of Staff. 

(j) The treaty will be valid for live years 
and is renewable. 

5. The reasons for concluding this pact 
at such short notice are still obscure. From 
the Syrian standpoint, there are three 
possibilities : — 

(a I The Government are believed to be 
exploring ways of satisfying the 
Army’s demands for modern equip¬ 
ment. One solution would be to 
conclude an a ruts deal with the 
Communist Ww, The Government, 
however, are reluctant to adopt this 
policy which would probably be 
opposed by the Populists and the 
Constitutional hhc and incur the 
hostility of Turkey and Iraq which, 
for economic reasons, Syria can ill 
afford. As a way out of this 
difficulty, the Government may have 
decided lo try to obtain Communist 
arms through Egypt as an inter¬ 
mediary, thus enabling them to 
justify the deal as a purely inter-Arab 
transaction. There are reports that, 
as a counterpart, Egypt insisted on 
the signature of the tripartite pact or 
some other alliance which would 
bind Syria to Egypt militarily and 
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politically. The press believes that 
the new bilateral pact has a secret 
protocol dealing witii the supply of 
arms* 

(6) Syria may have realised that the 
Egyptian arms deal with Czecho¬ 
slovakia increased, the chances of an 
Israeli attack and that the growing 
tension on the frontier indicated 
that Syria might have to bear the 
brunt. An agreement with Egypt 
would not only ensure automatic 
military assistance in the event of 
war., but would also buttress public 
morale. Syrian opinion in general is 
worried about the recent deteriora¬ 
tion in A rah-Israel relations and the 
Chief of Staff, in a recent discussion 
with the Military Attache, gave the 
impression that his mind was 
obsessed with the idea of an Israeli 
attack to gain living space. 
Responsible army officers to whom 
the Military Attache has spoken arc 
unhappy about the position of their 
reserves of sill warlike stores, 
including ammunition, should war 
break out. They arc also highly 
sceptical about the effective ness of 
the Tripartite Declaration of 1950. 
and take the line that the West are 
loo involved elsewhere to take posi¬ 
tive action in lhe event of a rapid gain 
of territory by Israel in one of the 
Arab Stales, Thus, the reluctance of 
the presenl Government to conclude 
a pact which docs not embrace all the 
Arab States may have been over¬ 
ridden in the interests of national 
security. 

(c) The new agreement may, however, be 
nothing more than a face-saving 
device for dropping the tripartite 
pact and enabling Syria to build up 
a new form of Arab alliance based on 
a series of bilateral agreements each 
of which would be designed to meet 
the special circumstances of the 
signatories. 

Whatever the correct explanation ihay be, 

the bilateral agreement will inevitably mean 


some increase in Egyptian influence in 
Syrian affairs. 

6. The agreement has been warmly 
welcomed by most sections of the press. 
The Left-wing papers hope that it will lead 
to the conclusion of a new tripartite pact by 
the accession of Saudi Arabia. The only 
dissident voice is the pro-Western V IS 
which points out that the agreement, like 
the tripartite pact, wilt split (he Arab world. 

7. All the political parties tn Syria are 
believed to have pledged their support for 
the new agreement. They include the 
Right-wing parties who cither opposed, or 
had doubts about, the tripartite pact and 
who succeeded in embodying their reserva¬ 
tions in the Government's declaration of 
policy. Their attitude to the bilateral agree¬ 
ment with Egypt is no doubt due lo some 
extent to the absence of the objectionable 
provisions dealing with economic unity and 
a common foreign policy included in the 
draft of the tripartite pact. They hope, by 
concluding an agreement with Egypt, to put 
an end to Left-wing clamour for the 
conclusion of the tripartite pact, 

S It is generally believed that Syria will 
now attempt to conclude bilateral agree¬ 
ments with other Arab States. The Prime 
Minister returned two days ago from Saudi 
Arabia* but the outcome of his visit is not 
yet known- It is reported this morning, 
however, that an economic delegation will 
shortly be leaving for Jedda. There is also 
talk of concluding a military alliance with 
the Lebanon and a commercial agreement 
with Iraq. It seems probable that the 
Government hope in this way to strengthen 
Syria's economy and her defences against 
Israel while reducing Egyptian influence to 
a minimum. 

9. I am sending copies of this despatch to 
Her Majesty's Representatives at Amman, 
Ankara, Bagdad* Beirut, Cairo, Jedda, lei 
Aviv. Paris and Washington and to the 
Political Representative with the Middle 
East Forces, 

I have, &c> 

F. G. K. GALLAGHER 
i Cbarge d'-t flat res) 


i> 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
NY 1012/1 No. 13 

LEADING PERSONALITIES IN SYRIA 


Sir John Gardener to Sir Anthony Eden 


(No. 10, Confidential) Damascus* 
Sir, January IS, 195 

With reference to my despatch No. 147 
of the 2Klh of September, 1953, l have the 
honour to send you herewith my report on 
the leading personalities in Syria, 1955. 
This report was compiled after the General 
Elections in Sy ria in October 1954 and takes 
account or the many changes and revisions 
which became necessary as a result of the 
fall of General Shis ha LI is regime and the 
unstable political situation which succeeded 
it, 

I have, &c. 

J. GARDENER. 
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t, A'a*. Shakir. 

2. Abdulltcrim, Aar. Colonel 

3. 'Aidi. Abdul. Karim. 

4. Afiaq. Michel 

5. AitanK Munir. 

ft. Alexandras HI. Tahhan. 

7. Amri. Hamid, 

S. Antaki, Naim. 

9, Apbrairt L Mur Ignarim, 

JO, Aimanazl Mijib. 

II Asaf, Amin Abu, Uriendier, 

3 2, A'i'mlh Sabn 

13. AListii. Adrian. 

14. Affrftl Faidt. 

15. Aural llashim. 

16. Aira&h. Amir Hjk^an. 

17. Atrasdi, Sultun Itin Hymud Paifaa. 
TK, Ayesh, Mohammad dk Haj. 

1 9, Azm. AbduraMhman. *3-. 

20, Azm, K lull id, nk 

23. B&btl Nassub. 

22- Barazi, Hu^> 

2?. RurmxiJa, Kusll&d- 

24. tJj’.rtujii. Said. 

25 Bikfibsh, Khxlid, 

2ft, Btiar. Salahuddin. 

27, Bibo, All. 

28, Chfilila, Khjlnl, Or, 

29, Chcbu, Ants. 

30, Chcbat. Fund* 

31, Dalum at Nidi Shaikh, 

32, DandUfihl Ali. Abdel Karim. 

33, Diaoudt. Adib, 

34, Dinvutibi, M.t'nif, 

35, Diab, Munir. 

36, C'h iK/i, liftUl. 

37, HaJfar* Lutli. 

mn~ 34 50431 


i Received January 24) 

3b, Hjjjjo, Agha H assail. 

39, fix k mi, Hassin. 

40, Haroim, Assad. 

41, Haro Lin, Tauiiq. 

42, Hanm* Anwar. 

43, IlmdjL'h. Grcgoire. 

44 Kpmsi. Edmond,. 

45, Houbby, Stud. Brigadier. 

46 Hoiiram, Aknm. 

47. Husseini, Ibralirtl. Colonel 
-455, Uriah* Nun 

49, iMuzni, Ibrahim. Pf, 

50, Jabn. Ih'-au, 

51, Jubn, MiijJudiiin. 

5 2. Jabri, lla sha J 

53. KjIiIliIi, Nur addin. 

54 kaiiani, Rashid. I.Lciitcna.nt-Cok'md. 

55, Kivvmli, Abdurrahman, 

56, Kefchk Rlishdi. 

57, Khalib Muhammad SubTu. 

513. Khoji. Hamid. 

59. Khimri, Fair. 
ft' 1 Khourl F.irik 
ftl Khoun. Suhdl. 

62 Kuzbari. Maamoun. 

63. Kuzbirl Nader. 

(4 Luin, MilhafI Michel 
65. Malik. Hanna. 

6ft, MalM, Adnan* Colonel 
ft?. Malayan. Horn. 

68. MartUm. AMulrabman. Colonel 

69, Mania nv* Haidar, 

70 Mania m Jamil. 

71 Martiam* Khalil. 

72 Mutql Rail 

7.V Mubarak Muhammad* 

74. Mudarm, Sutemian. 

75. Muhairi. L>am 

7ft, Mujhim bin Muhjid, Amir, 

77, Nizrmuddin. Abdul Haqi. 

7fl, Oanhar. Ahmed, 

79, Ocuifi. Ismail. 

80, Oudsi* Nazim. 

St Ouwatli, Shutri. 

82. Raw is, Munir. 

53. tiki Zufer. Dr 

54. RiLubj, Akrim, 

55. Sadat. Munir. Dr. 

8ft. Sifa. Mali.iniitud, Colonel 

87. Sahnaoui J«^n. 

88, Sawwaf. Hiis-ni. 

84, Sayigh, M usimos IV 
90. Shu*a.Pii. FaWwai Amir. 

91 Stum. Mahmuud* Ltcuienam-Colonel 
92. Shpvib. Fuad. 

9,3. Shishakli. Adib, Brigadier-General. 

94 . ShUvb, Emir, Brigadier. 

95. Shnwr i. Munir. 

9ft ShLrluir. Fuad Shzwkat* Brigadier-General 
47. Sliuqairi. Abnled. 

98 Sibai. Mustafa. Shaikh. 

99. Sidawt VUdF. 

100. Sum. Gtoreis, 

101. Surur. Havyil, Shaikh. 























7 


102. Suweili* Milaiiiu. 
ID.it, T*bsjn, Said, 

104. Talks. Assad. 

EOS. lay vara, Sami. 
JUS. HlWi. Said, 

107, Ttabulsi Jzzat, 

103, /iinmUin, Farid. 


1. .Vast* Sbditir 

about 1903 near Gatina Moslem. Studied 
economics in America and France and has 
b::n connected with various industrial project* in 
Syria. Counsellor at the Syrian Legation in 

Paris 1945-46. Prominent member of (he PnpuLar 
Party and editor of the party tu^an K% SMBb. 
which cjsised to publish as a result of the 
army’s rap of December 1949. Fleeted bo 
C onstituent Assembly in 1949 as Deputy for 
Quncitni. Minister of National Economy and 

Agriculture in the Cabinet formed bv Nazim O Lid si 
on 4th June, 1950. Minister of finance in two 
successive Governments under Narim Qudsi tq.v.l 
from September 1450 id 27ih March, 1951. 

Minister nf National Economy tinder Hascan Hakim 
(o.v. I from 9th August to 30th November and 

Foreign Minister under Ma'nif Dawalibi (go 1 ,) on 
2&h Nos ember. On 29th November he w» 
imprisoned by General Shisffiakli alter the litter’s 
rorip d 'Released in April 1952, Opposed to 
the draft Constitution and method of election as, 
President of General Sbishakli fJulv 1953). Unsue- 
ce .sful Pope (is! candidate in 1954 ejections, 

Ha-, .i.-s ardent Nationalist and an active agitator 
under the Mandate; an opportunist of suspected 
leftish tendencies, 


2. AbduHtHTiit, Arit, Cultmri 

Born jn 1908 An Alouitc Modem, Became 
Inspector of Artillery with the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel m 3 949. Director of Artillery in 1950, Com’ 
mander of (he Northern Region based on Aleppo in 
1951 and full colonel and Officer Commanding. 
4rii Rurally, in 1952. Forcibly retired from the Army 
in December 1952 lor alleged implication in a plot 
against the regime. December 1953 appointed 
Mohafez of Rural Damascus March 1954 rein- 
staled in army and promoted brigadier in April. 
July 1954 appointed Asyvtanl Deputy Chief of Staff 
(AciiTijnj&irjikm). He is. considered honest, con¬ 
scientious, and practical, though pigheaded 
Dislikes paper work ReputedEy Anglophobc. 


3. 'Aidii* Abdul Karim 

Bom 1901 in Damascus Sgnnt Moslem. 
Educated in Damascus, hut while still a student 
SS 1« sentenced to five years' imprisonment following 
the Crane Commission incidents and fled to 
Transjordan, where he met King All whom 
he atwirtpanicd to the Hcdpre Relumed to 
Damascus in 1927; principal of the t'bniych College 
1929-59. Med to Bagdad to escape arrest by the 
French, hut returned in 1941, Kaimikam of Donma 
1943 45, Director of police. Damascus, April t'>45 
to M*y 1946, during which period he was on very 
friendly terms with the o fl fc at * of the British Mill' 
tan Security .Mission and proved very co-operative. 
Mohafcz of Dcra 1946 47 Appointed Mnhafcz of 
Harm December 1943. Was a leading member of 
the League of National Action, He i$ a close 
friend of Shu It n Quwntly, Appointed Director of 
[rib it Control in July 1949. Appointed Mohafez of 
she Euphrates in June 1951 Appointed Head of the 
Office in Syria for the boycott of Israel early in 


1953, Made an Arab League official in 1954 and 
appointed Head of the General Boycott Office 
against Israel. 

Capable and intelligent with a pleasant 
personality, 

4. Altai], Mldud 

Bom about 1910 in Damascus Christian. 
Studied at the SorbOimc and cone riba ted to a 
Parisian Communist -controlled magazine. On his 
return, he taught history al a secondary school and 
wrote communistic articles for the press. He formed 
4 group o. student followers mm the Bs'atb III Arab! 
Party iri |94d. with SabhmJdin Bilar ty.v.3 as his 
lieutenant. He later said that he thought communism 
was inapplicable in Moslem countries. He wjs 
against Shukri Quwatli (r/.v.) except when the latter 
opposed the Trench mandatory power. He was im- 
priioncdl under the Zaitn regime, bat afterwards, in 

1949. h; was appointed Minister of Education by 
Has him Aiassi tq.vA Resigned after three months, 
He left tor a protracted visit to South America in 

1950. Returned to Syria bet fled to the Lebanon 
with Alranii Hourani tq.i .i and SaJahuJcfin Biter 

after (he abortive anti-Shishakli plot at the 
end of 1952. Returned to Spain with his fellow 
conspirator* in October 3 953 with ShishaklTs per¬ 
mission. When Ba’ath and Socialist parties 
atiutgatuaJed Afluq remained one of the leaders, 
but almost from tlic beginning difficulties arose 
between him and Hourani. Being a Christian he 
is ii'.ndieapped politically. Did not Stand in 1954 
elections. He is honest with more intelligence than 
most fanatics. 

5. Ajlani, Munir 

Son nf Danvtsh AjlaoJ. Bom, Damascus 1910, 
Sunni Moslem. Studied in France, where he 
graduated as doctor of taw, Author of a book on 
Syrian Constitution. Elec led Deputy 1936. At 
outset of Nationalist r^nte he, with Seif ed Din 
Ma'moun, Ahmad Saroman and Mohanied Sarraj, 
organised the ”Iron Shirts” Can organisation bawd 
on Nazi Brown Shifts! and was one of the 
commanders until it was token over by Nizhat 
Mamlufc 3937. Soon after, the movement wax 
Suppress,:.1 by French, following disorders in Aleppo 
and Latakia. 

Although his age had (teen amended by Nationa- 
li'-li h> enable him to become Deputy {minimum 303',, 
he bitterly opposed Nationalists in Parliament. Jn 
t9'3S he and Zeki e! Kluitih were arrested and tried 
for writing a manifesto attacking Nationalist Govern- 
metU. but were acquitted. 

In September 3941 he wa.s appointed head of 
Sheikh Taj c-.3 Dins seenttriat, and when cm 17th 
April* 1942, Cabinet wai reshuffled Sheikh Taj made 
hint Minister of newly created Ministry of Youth and 
Propaganda in dig Government of Husni ilnazj. 
Was a member of ietnil UKhis Government 
'January 1943 to March 1943), occupying ihc same 
Ministry, the name of which wax changed to 
Ministry of Social Affairs iJanuary 1943k Married 
on 20th August, 1942. ihc daughter nf Sheikh Taj, 
Appointed lecturer in Roman law al Damascus Uni¬ 
versity. VIarch 3 943. Professor of l aw College 
Deputy for DaHtoscux 1947, Minister nf 
ftducanon mi Jamil MardsmT second Govern mem 
Ocfc>bcf 3 947 Member of Syrian Delegation to 
Arab League C-inference in ligirut October | '547 

Imp n soiled by /aim for publishing a pro- 
Hashiffiitc article. Elected as an Independent to 
the Constituent A^embK m November 1449. 
An advocate of union between Syria and 
her Hull!mde naehhours, Ajlmi was arrested 
in September 1950 together with lieutenant- 
1 Itahij K.iHas on charges of conspinnii 

against the recurily of the State with the Jordan 
fiovemineni. After trial by a military tribunal 


Ajlam was acquitted in January 1953. Minister of 
Justice in Ma‘ruf Dawalihi’s (ff.n.) Governrnenl, 
28ih to 29th November, imprisoned by General 
ShishaklL Released in February 1452. Dismissed 
from the School of Law at Damascus UntrereUy in 
March for refusing to take an oath to abstain from 
politics. Opposed to the draft Constitution and 
method of election is President nf General Shrihakli 
(July 1953). Minister of Education in Sahri 
Assails caretaker Government March-June 1954, 
August 395J appointed Ambassador at Paris, but 
did not proceed Relumed as an Independent for 
Damascus in September 1954 elections. Led smalt 
group of Independents vvlio co-operated with 
Nationalist!. Minister of Education in J-iiri^ cl 
Khouri^s Government* October 1954, 

Contested individual, vacillating and highh emo¬ 
tional yet obstinate. K considered a yood spejier 
by Arab$. 

6. Alcvnndros lit, Tnhhan 

Bom in Damascus in 1869, where he cducaicd 
in the Gr«k Gnhodos School, His brilliaivce and 
his steadiness led to his being sent to the Ecclesiasti¬ 
cal College in Consiattitnople. In IR94 he returned 
to Damascus and two years later wexu to the 
religious academy in Kies Studied for a few years 
in Moscow. In 1903 he was appointed Bishop of 
Adana and Tarsus* but was badly received by the 
population there and resigned in 19(16. In 1908 he 
was appointed Bishop of Tripoli and remained there 
until 193b* when he was dueled Patriarch of 
Danutiuii by the Damascus electors but not by 
other members of the electoral college* who eleeteil 
Arsantos, Bishop of Latolria. A schism tcstilted and 
the three other patriarchs t,Alexandria, Constanli- 
noplc and Jerusalem) sent representatives io con¬ 
duct an enquiry into the election. They finally gave 
iheir opinion in favour of Ale.tandros The schism, 
however, persisted until the death of Arsanio* in 
1932. Alexandras has been criticised for his weak 
ftandlliiig ol the Tpiphamios rcufft in 1955 , which 
resulted in the fornmhori of an independent church 
in Lalakia in 193(i. TFijis independent community 
existed until 1939* when the French Slndt Com¬ 
missioner threatened to declare it illegal. Since that 
date Epiphanies arid the Patriarch have been 
reconciled The Italian attack on Greece in 1940 
brought Alexandras into the open as an outspoken 
supfsortcr of the Greek cause in spite of the presence 
in Syria of an Italian Armistice Commission and in 
spite of the pfo-Aris leanings of the French Vichy 
Huthonlte?; As be supported ihc Greeks, so he 
supported the Allied cause under the same circum¬ 
stances. lire tradition!] Russian support enjoyed 
by the OrilnxJnx Church in Syria having ceased in 
1917. the Orthodox community under Alexandre* 
has drawn nearer to the Syrian Governmcni 

and* on the whole further away from the Latin 
Christian community which enjoyed the pro rec¬ 
tum of tlic Trench Mandatory Alciantlro- ni.iin- 
mins relations with the Anglican Church hath in 
Jerusalem am! in England- When the Government 
of the T.S.S.K. acknowledged the Russian Orthodox 
Church in (941*42 he began a oorresporuJcnce with 
the Patriarch Sergei, and attended the election cere¬ 
monies in Moscow of the Paniarch in January 1945. 
Jn 1950 was given honorary membership of ihc 
ThcoJogiciil Faculty at Kiev by the Metropolitan i?f 
Leningrad, Alexandras seemed at one stage very 
vusceptiblc to Soviet blandishments but displeased 
Moscow bv accepting an utviunion to attend the 
T Raul 19111 Centenary cdehrationis at Athens. 
■Subsequentb sisitwl Moicow using his journey to 
Alliens .ns, justification f^vr. and a\ evidence of* hi^ 
intparii diiv. Whilst (here, was induced to make 
'totements agamst the West. Returned with 2£kO(X> 
dollars and a promise of the same sum annually, of 
u-hidh one instalment (w now been paid This and 
50433 
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more is being used to reconstruct his residence and 
to gratify his present passion for building A 
further visit to Moscow and Bucharest in 3 954 
brought him a substantial sum in cash said to be 
sufficient Kt complete his building programme* 
The 50th anniversary of his consecration as a bishop 
in July 1954. was celebrated with great pomp. 
The Patriarch received many gily, brought by 
delegates from all over the world. 

7. Amri. Hamid 

Bom m 1911: from Dcraa. Sunni Moslem. 
Graduated Bom the School of Law at the Syrian 
UmverMt) and afterwards studied cn France. He has 
held the posts of Kaimikam of KamichM and 
Registrar-General in Damascus In. 1952. owing to 
his support of the regime, he was append-d acting 
Secretary-General r>f the Ministry of the Interior in 
plats of Fuad Chebat (q,u.). He later became 
successively Acting Secretary-General of the Prime 
Minister's office, and, m August 1953, Assistant 
Secretury-Gcnenl M the Presidency When 
■shishakfi was overthrown in February 1954 Amri 
isas transferred 10 be Secretary to the Cabinet 

ft, Anmki. Naim 

Rom Aleppo 1900 Greek Orthodox, Educated 
in American University. Beirut. A lawyer, he 
formerly worked with Mlitre Louis Zaide and was 
at on a Nine l>L'sn of the Order o> Barristers at 
Aleppo. Hif. visited India Secretary to the Syrian 
delegation in Paris for the conclusion of the Francn- 
Syrian Treaty. On his return he became. in July 
1937* Director for Foreign Adairs* but resigned in 
December 1957. being dissatisfied with the way in 
which he was ignored K his Moslem colleagues 
whenever important decision', were to he token. 
Took no pirt in politics from fall of Nationalist 
Government (19391 until selected as Minister for 
Provisional Government of Ala l.k-j Ayoubi. in 
which he held Ministries for Foreign AlTairs and 
Public Works (March (943-August 1943). Llccted 
iX'puss for Damascus, whither he had officially 
transferred his domieik. in (943. but Tor many 
months took no active part in politics as a result 
temporary loss of eyesight through overwork* 
Mintste: of Finance* April 1945 to August, in Fur is 
KhourTs second Government member of 

Syrian delegation to United Nations reference in 
San Franc; kuo. Apnl 1945* Minister Fimncv: and 
Acting Minister of Public W.Tks , n Saadulbh 
Jahri's Govemmeni (y/.v.L September 1945* but 
rcsigncJ December 1945. Minister Tor Foreign 
Allaire in Jamil Mardam's First Government, 
December 1946 until April 1947. 

Is lawyer of Middle Last Pipe Line-, of the 
Iraq Petroleum Comp any, jraf of the Baoque 
de Sync Was lawyer of Tapline hut was 
not employed during the Zaim regime because he 
wji said to get on badly wjih Husni Za;m 
whom he defended unsuccessfully when he was 
eouFt-maniillrd in 1941* Suoe^-^fulEy helped Middle 
Thst Pipe Lines to secure their way leave and 
reftrasty convcnttesns in June 3 *449* Has been 
member of Syrian delegation at several t’nited 
Nations Ccmfefenecs and at many Arab League 
met tin $4. Attended Edict-P arliamentary Union Con- 
gres's in Siix'kHdtni in Sepiember 1949 ;in,J ]n |050 
as a Syrian delegate Formtriy an ardent Nationalist* 
his view* are now considerably more 111 ndcrate 
although he returns bis great admiration and friend¬ 
ship for Li mil MaftJam. Refused Qomfoition as a 
member of the Syrian delegation to the United 
Nation 1 ’ Pi 1952, ostetivibly on croundv of ilbheulth, 
hui in fact because He does ntn wish to be involved 
with the pr* k >enc regime, 

\'erv well educated* n tremendou 1 - worker and 
* train hi for ward ami sincere. Wdl disposed towards 
the British* Speaks excellent English and Tr;rc’i. 
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9. Aphruui t, Mar Igawliu-i 

Syrian Ortbodo* Ujcobdel Patriarch of Antioch. 
Uum 18-81 in Mosul. Educated, by me Dmninicins n 
Mosul and received inm (he Roman Catholic <_ nnreh. 
Subsequently reverted lo his original t hutch arid 
wav ordained in it- Became Patriarch with residence 
at Horns 1932- His community c* tends over 
ihc Muddle l.ajt and India (whence he draws con¬ 
siderable funds)., Very aware of his own importance 
and ill Lit of his Church. I ike most Levant church¬ 
men. mingles politics with religion!, 

£0. Arnumui. \ujib 

Bom about 1900, From Hama. Suhm Moslem 
DsKEcur cn Droll l" a ti tre d clanger M ) uf Paris, Wa* 
private sfictehfjr IO President AlvJ, and hi analhcnm 
to Taj eJ Din, who persuaded dc Muriel to oblige 
Abed ID gel nd of him. Appointed private secretary 
to President Atassi in 1937, On the resignation of 
Presiderti Atassi {July 19J9) remained unemployed 
on td appointed Secretary-General to PresiJcm 
Quwatli, August, 1943, Is brother-in-law of Jamit 
M.rrdam and his wife is. General Shjshak.li*s 
cousin. Appointed Minister Plenipoientiary to 
Great Britain. Poland and Crecho Slovakia. January 
1945, Syrian representative on Preliminary Com* 
mil tee for United Nations Organisation and member 
of Syrian delegation to United Nations Organisation 
meeting in London, November 1945; appointed 
Minister (o Sweden Septemhur 1^47. Ik tv not 
generally considered to have nude a success of his 
mission in London and w« recalled in June 1949 
Appointed Syrian Minister to India in March 1950. 
Appointed Minister to Turkey in March 1952. He 
evidently did not please his masters in Damascus 
and was relieved of Iris post in March 1953 
Reinstated in Foreign Service following ShislukliN 
fall and appointed Syrian Amba^idpf at Cairo 
in April 1954 Since then he has frequently been 
a Syrian delegate to -Arab League meetings 

U Aval. Amin Vbuu Brigailkr 

A Dru?c born in 1910 at Soueida. In 1949 he was 
promoted ticutenanl-ootoncl and in 195! gives com¬ 
mand of the 1st Brigade on the Israeli Front. In 
June 1952 he relinquished command of the 
1st Brigade at Ouncilra and was appointed Coni' 
rurnJcr of the 5th Liu 1 * at Diir-ei-iyar. July 1954 
promoted brigadier am! appointed to command 
armoured brigade it LLtuna. He has had 
twenty-two year*' continuous service. Was not 
trusted by General StmliaUi who was afraid la eel 
rid of him because of his large Druire following in the 
Syrian army, 

Hr played a leading part in three coups tf £t<ii — 
Z.um\ m March 1449; Huuuwi's in August 1949 
and Shidiakli's. in December 1949. 

He is an unprincipled opportunist and a thug with 
little personality. 

12. AuftlL Sabri 

Bom Damascus 1901. Sunni Moslem Took law 
degree in University of Damascus, 

fking «f Nationalist flUlloti'k. joined NaliohiiNsi 
Youth Movement and became il« leader in 1940, 
Active in form ition and control of Iron Shirt'- Move¬ 
ment until 1937. when il was disbanded Joined up 
w ith Sliukri QbivralHN hliklal Party and becnOM his 
principal lieutenant in 19411, Under Vichy regime 
was anti-Allied, and organised in May 1941 Com¬ 
mittee for Defence of Iraq fr>.. pro-Rashid Alt), 
Arrested by Allies in February 1941 and interned 
at Ravh.tva Released March 1943, elected Deputy 
for Damascus that year. Wat a leading member 
of the League of National Action, which e*erri*ed 
considerable in 11 Lienee in Damascus ami on which 
the President of the Republic placed considerable 
idtenet. 


Min bier of Interior in Paris Kltottri’s second 
Giwcrnmcnt April to August 1945, Minister 
of Justice in Faris KhouriN third Government 
August"September 1945. Minister of Justice and 
Acting Minister of Education in Sieduhh Jabrfs 
sewfld Government, September 1945 to April 1946, 
Minister of Interior and Minister of Health in 
Saadulhh JabriA third Government. April Decem¬ 
ber 1946. As Minister of Interior showed himself 
ready to taker strong action to prevent disorders and 
to suppress anii-Onvernmcrai activity. Elected deputy 
for Damascus in 1947. Secretary-Genera! of the 
National Party. Pretended to co-operate with (he 
laic Husni Zuim in 1949 but in reality worked against 
him Lay low towards the end of Zaim's regime 
but after ZainTs fall came cut into the open ag^in as 
an active worker for the National Party. Opposed 
to the draft Constitution and method of election ftv 
President of General Shishakli [July 1953). 

After Shishalih's fall in 1954 Avsuli became Prime 
Minister of the temporary coalition Cabinet which 
was uv restore eortslitultonaj life and carry* out 
elections. His Cabinet fell in June 1954 as a result 
of jmental dissension and having made little attempt 
V* carry out elections, Wag elected for Damascus 
September 1954, 

He Ls unnurried, and drinks and gambles heavily. 
Nevertheless, he is one of the stronger characters in 
Syrian politics and not ill-disposed to the West. 

13. Abissi, Aduan 

Born Homs about 1905, Sunni Moslem. Son of 
Mas hem Airtsvi (■/,!•,}, Lawyer. During Nationalist 
Government was appointed Syrian Vice-Consul and 
attached for instruction to French Consulate. Istan¬ 
bul. Married a Turkish kills Elected Deputy for 
Homs E943 ami again 1947. 3ad President of the 
Foreign Affairs Comimiiee of (he Syrian Chamber. 
Minister Plenipotentiary to France and Belgium. 
January 1945 to March 194b Minister of Justice 
and Public Works In Jamil Mirdam's First Govern* 
inch!, December 194b to June 1947, Represented 
Syrian Chamber of Deputies at die International 
Parliamentary Conference at Geneva, September 
1945 At one lime suspected of pro-Aiis activities 
and W.L-. known lo be in frequent contact with the 
Grand Mufti during the i.liter's residence at Ver¬ 
sailles. A prom incat member of (he Parliament r> 
Constitutional Party, He was one of the leading 
Deputies in opposition to Shukri Ouwatty't regime. 
Sent a*. Min.i-.ter to Paris in 1949 and headed Syrian 
Delegation to Lausanne in Iks with Israel under 
auspices of Palestine Conciliation Commission in (he 
same year 

Wig relieved of his posi in the autumn of 1952. 
Opposed to the draft Constitution and method of 
election as President of General ShishakJi i July 1953). 

Aflcr Call of Shnihakli. Gs father resumed the office 
of pieridcrti r»r the Republic from which he had 
pnevioudy resigned in protest Bgnimt the military 
regime This gave Adnan an important position, for 
he has much influence w ith his father and has even 
attended Cabinet meetings Fleeted far Horns in 
1954 

In tell i cent and well educated. Relatively pro- 
Western Generally considered a^ n possible Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. 

14. Atcis'i Faidi 

Bsirn a boot 1W5. Homs. Moslem. Son of 
former Mufti of llnms and cousin of Hi&hcm al 
Atassi fq,v.). Fduca(o:l in France flaw). Had no 
political career, hm was Chief of Municipality nf 
Homs. Became Minister of Education in (he 
Hassnm al Hakim Governmenl on ils formatloo in 
September 1^41, bui resigned early In March 1942 
in ptijuc Chosen in be Minister of Justice, Edue;i- 
tion. Social Affairs rn Provisional Government at 
Ala Bey Ayoubs (March 1943 August 1943) 


Returned to his job :ss head of ihc Municipality. 
Hams, until 194b. when he resigned. Deputy for 
Horns, £447, 

ImiiL-J by Husirii Zaim to form a Govcmmeai 
following rijjfjrt d£mi of March 1949 hut refused in 
take office a* M mister of Education when his attempts 
failed. Accepted post of Mini-ter nf National 
Economy in Ha shim Atari's Cabinet of August 1949. 
Fleeted to ihc Constituent Assembly in November 
1949 as a member of the Popular Party, Minister 
of Justice in the Cabinet formed by Khalid al Arm 
in December 1949. Resigned in May 1950. Chair¬ 
man of Foreign Affairs Commitiee of the Chamber 
of Deputies 1950-51, Minister of Interior under 
Nai-ini Qudsi l^.v.l. 23rd to 27ih March, and 
MinisEer for Foreign Affairs under H assart Hakim 
9ili August to 10|h November, 1.951, In the 
latter capacity he made a speech in Parliament 
attacking [he Four-Pov.tr Middle East Defence pro- 
posab and resigned after quarrcHiog with the Prime 
Minister on this issue, thereby precipililing (he fall 
of the Government, Owns ft newspaper, tl Surr 
El Ji.tiil (The New Syrian), Which is generally juvlF 
BiriSidi iri time, 11 was Ihc only paper lo aiiack 
Shishikli openly during his regime. In itm papci 
he opposed tieneral Shisltakit's new Constitution 
and the biter's "decliim" is Presjdeni (July 1953). 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in huhn \ssalis 
coalition Cabinci. March June 1954. Returned as 
it Populist Deputy for Ho ins in September 1954 
election*. Minister fur Foreign Affair?, in Paris cl- 
Khemri s Cabinet formed in OeiLibjr |9>4. 

Over-confident Jttd supple, Gverpronc of his 
education. He hts deep conviction* but is a 
dciermi ned politician He is relatively pro- 
Western and am enable lo reason, but vacillating 

15, AtaisL Havliicii 

Lforn about IKfiS in Homs. Moslem. GckxJ 
landed family. Prime Minister and President of 
the Constilueni Assembly under Fcisal. amt Presi¬ 
dent of (he Constituent Assembly of 1925. Went 
lo Mecca lo be one of the three mediators, in conflict 
between Imam Y&hya and I bn baud Succeeded 
Hu nano as leader of the Syrian Nationalist Mor 
m January 1936. Led the Syrian delegation that 
went to Paris sn March 1936 to negotiate a 
Franco-Syrian treaty after the disturbances of 
January March 1936. With the Syrian delegation 
in Paris his moderating ind soothing in(lucnee wa-. 

of great assistance to the successful cotidiLskm of 
tlie treily rtegcrtiutin«s. Fleeted Presnienl of the 
Svrian Republic, 21st December, 1936 On hi*, 
election as Pres idem he resigned the leadership of 
ihc Nationalist Party, which was taken over b) 
Shtfkn Ouwatli His inftucnce over the party ; rew 
however, as ihe GovernnicrU took ihe 

Kit more (irmly between its leeth Resigned with lhe 
fall of the Nationalist Government on 7ih July, 1939, 
And retired lo his property al Homs,, where he had 
built himself a pleasant villa during his tenure of 
office. Hftd conversations with General Dent? about 
resuming office in March 1941 and wriih General 
CaIronic in Scpieniber 1941 and again in March 
1943, but on each occasion without remit. Did not 
participate in 1943 elections; and did not siand for 
(he presidency. He began K> be regarded as a 
mpecilbk old man of moderate opinion*, bm some- 
whal During the Cabinet crisis of Deec-mher 

(94S was invited hilt failed to form a Government 
After rite ctmp sTT.tat by the Sate ColPocl Hinnawi 
of Nth Augusi, 1949, formed a provisional coalition 
Cabinel, Elected tcmporiry Head of State by the 
Constituent Assembly in December 3 l 49. pending 
the drawing up of a new Constitution Elected 
President of the Republic on 5th September. 1950, 
the day when the new Ccristitulion wav fonnally 
adopted and the Constituent Assembly became the 
Chamber of Deputies Retired lo his property at 


Homs jfter General ShishakiiN amp d'Etai of 
29ih November 1951. Associated himself with 
opposition to draft Constitution, and method of 
election as President ot General Shishaklt (July 1953). 
Resumed Hie viffiL'e of President of the Republic 
after Shisbakh’v fail, March 1954, During 
Cabinet crisis of October 1954 allowed u (u be 
known thai he might rodgn if politicians did not 
^how j greater sense ol respoiuahiluy 

During the 1936 Fraaco-Synan Treaty lalLs he 
showed himself (o be a Natiunalisi whooould (cinpa 
courage with discretion. After becoming Pre-idem 
he continued to show a dignihcd tact and restraint 
However, he has always been a Itgure-licad rather 
than a leader. 


16, ALntsb. Amir Uossuti 

Born about IWS. Head of the House of Acre, 
the leading house <9 the Atrash family. Was 
Mohafiz of JebL’l Druse mm I he ',vj.s appointed 
Minister of Defence in liusm Barari’s Goveinmeni 
(April 1942 lo January 1943). Liking the place occu¬ 
pied by his uncle. Abdul Ghaffar Pasha, until the 
old man's de.ilh in March 1942. Was again Minis¬ 
ter of Defence in Jamil Ulshi's Government (January 
1943 lo March 1943), Deputy fnr Soucida 1943 and 
president of Defence Commitiee of Syrian Chamber, 
but placed on reserve in December 1947. Re¬ 
appointed MoJialtz of Jebel Druse <April 1943) 
and resigned from the Chamber. The full irnegra- 
tion of Jcbel Dzust in die Syrian Republic in 1945 
wav ilarezly due lo bis influence. In May 1945 he 
sponsored’ the mutiny of (he Gwupcmeflt Druse 
Ligaiiis.! (heir French, officera and nco.s. to whom 
he gave sanctuary m his house. He considers (hm 
ibe Sytiin Government are not sufficiemly appre¬ 
ciative of the " leading role " ihc Druse have played 
both in 1925 and )94J against the French. Amir 
Hassan is a typical Druse- Despite his pretence 
of being pro-British, he did nothing to help 
ihr Ailies during the Syrian campaign; and nothing 
to hinder. He can. however, sometimes he 
u pitied ” into favourable aclitin. Rirled with the 
Nationalists, with ihc f ] rench and with King 
Abdullah- Ills following in the Jebel Druse was 
split by Shufcri Ouwally in 194$ and his control is 
no longer absdlule. Was imprisoned b> General 
Shishakh in January 1954. btst was released a few 
week-- later when Shishakli fell Minister or Agri¬ 
culture m Sabri Assails coalition Cabinet March 
June 1^54 RcturneiJ for Souci-ii in 1954 eleetion^ 

He is ill-educated, stubborn, ambitious and 
avaricious, 


17. Viratlu Soltiin Hsn Ha mud Paihn 

Sorit about I$75 in the Jcbd Dni-L’ (Solum is 
a name, not a title.) Family origjnaiQy from 
R.ohaya, Enigraled to Jebel Druse in IftMTs and 
became paramount Druse family there. SoTtan is 
the bead of (he Kr.tiye house, which is junior lo 
the Acre house, headed by Emir Hass an (^r.v,), 
t. f ntler the Turks, Snlian adopted wary tactics and 
avoided n conflict In 1925 26 took a leading part 
in Ihc Druse revolt and became a centre round 
which the Various imnrgem leaders rrKH'ed, When 
the revolt wav crushed Salton Pavha lied to 
Trsnsfordan with his closest adviser, (he Christian 
Oi|la Oulu mi. There he found • me(uan, although 
eondcmncil to (tealh in absence by French court- 
martial. In 1937 returned to the Jehet but ttwk 
no active pari in politics, leaving Emir Has^an (o 
dominate the Jebd He retired lo Kraive, conlcnl 
io live on his past glory, which remains cupsiderahle, 
Du fine ihe campaien nf 1941 (mile no oart. In 
March 1942. ftfler the death of Abdul Ghaffar Pasha 
el Alravh, al (hat time Minister of National Defence. 
w:iv offered the Ministry of Defence, but refused it- 









Soltan Pasha and Oqla Qua mi went awarded! pen* 
lioas for Me by the Syrian Government as patriots 
and heroes of 1925-26 revolt 

During the pm few years he has on several 
occasion* openly showed his. di>>.-aiisfacIson with the 
Dunmasews Government on the grounds that insuffi¬ 
cient deference is paid to him and His past record- 
Opposed to ihc draft CututiUitioa and method of 
election as Preside.tu of General -Shishakli Duly 
l95Jk Central figure in the unintended Drum? 
rciofl against Sbrihikli which occurred lanuarv 
February 1^54 as a result of his sons anti- 
SHkhaMi activities, After some Itch ting, he fled to 
Jordan where he was given refuge. After 
Shishaklik fall a few weeks later, be relumed to 
Syria and was acclaimed as a hem. 

Ill-educated. of small intelligence and with a 
reputation for meanness, he is crafty, and managed 
to inspire in the insurgent* of 1925 confidence In 
Im leadership He remains ihc most important 
Pmsc, l\ inclined lo be pro-British and was antf- 
Freoch. He feels, however, that the British let him 
down, as they told him not to intrigue against the 
hi eh tine French rand he abstained from doing sol. 
hut allowed the French to intrigue against him. 
undermining his influence in ihc Jebel Dtusc 

IK. Aloh, Muhammad fK Haj 

Horn in 1390 in Peir c? Zw. where he is a rich 
landowner. Educated at the Secondary School 

I hen:, Moslem. 

Started his active [career] as Adviser to the Dcir 
a Zor AdminiMrathe Council and Vice-President 
of the Chamber of Commerce there Was for 
fifteen years member of the Awkaf Council of the 
Euphrates Mohafazat Deputy for Deir ci Zor 
in 1936, 1943, 1947, (949 and 1954 Minister of 
National Economy in three successive Govern¬ 
ments. from September HM9 to March 1953, 
Minister of State and \cting Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture in the fourth Government formed by Jamil 
M.irdam in Augitti 394$, Was Acting "Speaker 
during the absence of Fans K hours front 1947 to 
August 1948. 

Htt now become a wealthy merchant, fs a 
'■launch member of ihe Nationalist Party, Friendly 
towards Brit,sin. Speaks only Arabic. 

19, Aim, Abdurrahman nl. 

Bom 1916 ai Hama, Moslem Son of u wealthy 
landowner Educated at the American U niversity of 
BdnH be is b graduate of the Jesuit School of Law* 
Beirut Related to the family of Khalid al Axm, 
Ejected to Parliament in 1947 and to the Constituent 
Assembly in November 1949, as an Independent. 
Appointed Minister of Finance in the Cabinet formed 
by Khahd al Arm in December 1949. A hitter 
enemy of Akram Hourani, Resigned with the rest 
■ if the Cabinet in May 1950. Reapth'inccd Minister 
of Furnace under Khalid tl Act (V v h 27th March 
to 30th July. 1951, and again under Ma'tuf Dawalibi 
to.v.J, 28ih to I9rh November. 1951 Imprisoned by 
General Shkhakli and released in April 1952. 
Appointed Minattr of Finance in Sahri AvalVv 
coalition Cabinet, March June 1954. W.ta heavily 
defeated in Mania at 1954 elections by Akram 

II no uni (V.i.l and other Iki'.nh Socialists. 

Serious minded. i nielli gent and a Hard wo tier. 

20. A»n. Khulid el 

Born about 190Q in Dit&ucm Moslem, Son of 
Mohnmed Pasha al Axm. Did not at tint lake an 
active part in politics, eveept an occasional inter¬ 
vention m aencultural nu tiers. Member of the 
Municipal Council Managing director of the 
National Cement Factory. Appointed Mini iter for 
Fore if* Affairs and Minister of Justice in The 
Bukh,irj Cabinet, March to May 193*). 


Linder the influence of the Italian Disarmament 
Commission, was appointed by Vichy French 
I General Dentz) on 2nd April, [941, us "Chef 
d't-ui' and Minister of In tenor. His. regime lasted 
until September 1941, when n was replaced by 
"Independent" Syrian Government with Shaikh, 
Taj ed Dm as President- During Syrian campaign 
he collaborated closely with Vichy French to pre¬ 
serve order in Damascus. During whole period of 
office he 'bowed Himself to be under the influence of 
the Nationalist*—especially of Shukri QtlWDlli. 
Deputy tor Damascus 1943 and Minister of Finance 
i.i SaadulJah J.ibriV Government (August 1943- 
Qetober I L, 441, Minister of Finance and Raviiailfe- 
ntent in Faris Khourik first Government October 
1944 to April 3945. Minister or Finance and Defence 
in Fans Khouri> third Government August 10 
•September 1945. Minister of National Economy and 
Justice in SasduLlah Jnbri's Lhird Government, 
April 1946. Was acting Prime Minister on several 
occasions and resigned in December 1946. Appointed 
Minister to France. Belgium and Switzerland, May 
1947. Syrian representative im Franco-Levant 
Suites linatidal n ego (boons December to February 
194647. 

Was recalled to Syria by Shukri Ouwaily jn 
November 1948 to help solve litc Cabinet crisis which 
followed the resignation of Jamil Mundaih and tout 
office a - Prime Minister, Linde.- his Government, 
which lasted :iil March 1949, a forward economic 
policy wa* pursued. He was arrested by Husni Zaun 
but ifuickly released. After Ihc second coup iT£m 
of August 1949. in which Zaim was executed, be 
became Minister of Finance. 

Became Prime Minister in December 1949. shortly 
after the “ dFciplinnr* action 11 La ken by General 
AJih Shkhakli against Sami Hinnawi and Asad 
Talks. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in 
May 1950. Formed Cabinet of Independents on 
27th March, 1951; resigned 30th July, Remained 
aloof during remainder of General Shkhaklik 
regime- ! leaded the poll at Damascus in the 
September 1954 elections and was generally recog¬ 
nised as a contender tor the Presidency'of the 
Republic when tl should become vacant. Public 
arvhncrSily between him and (jUtwstly and vague left- 
wing views probably gained him a good deal of 
popularity He was almost certainly also helped 
by French money for which lie was much criticised. 
Failed 10 fonn j Government in October 1954 as a 
result of Populist refusal to share in responsibility. 
He led a large bit *c of Independents into Opposition 
in il loose alliance with (he Ba'ath-Sociahsts 

A rich Lmdowner. very pompous, conceited and 
overbearing. A hit of a bully, but like all bullks. if 
stood up to, caves in. He is intelligent, well-educated, 
ami more widely rend and has wider interests than 
most of his com patriots. Cm tie very obstinate and 
stuffy, however. Has ambitions to become President 
of the Republic, but might be handicapped in this by 
bis present wife, who was formerly ft cabaret dancer. 
Suspected ,it one lime 01 pro-German sympathies,, but 
probably incorrectly. His former reach mess, 10 co¬ 
operate with the Western Powers is now m doubt. 

21, Habit NWih 

Bom Damascus about 1905, of obscure parentage, 
Sunni Moslem. Arrested with Ajlntu in 1938 
for bis support of Shahhandsir against Mania m. 
Remained supporter of Dr. Shah ha mini until Inner 
was assassinated in July 1940, when he mid Fuad 
Qod m mi became leader;* of Shah bandar Party, lie 
and his ptH> Failed in 1943 election* and the party 
d wcilegruicd IF’ is proprietor of ih.” 11, min sen’s 
paper 4/ ,4vwjni and prc idcot of the Prciss Syniit- 
atc. Came under stLSpitior of the Syrian Govern* 
men! of being in touch, with the French Hording 
the setting up of a quilling Government uurine the 
bombardment of Dnmtouv in Mav 1945 Virited 


the United Kingdom in Decernb:r 1946. Generally 
favourable to SHishakli’i Arab Liberation 
Movement, 

A mediocrc individual and opportunist who. 
however, has the respect of » large Scollop of the 
Syrian prss, 

22. It am A, Husni 

Born about 1882. In Hama. Sunni Moslem, 
Son of Suleiman Agha Barazt. a neb Landed Kurdish 
family of Hama, Minister of the Interior under 
Dwmad. 1926. Deported on suspicion of assisting 
rebels m July I9>6 Member of Constituent 
Assembly, 1928, Opposed by Nationalists sn 
elect 14 m\ of 1932 and was not elected. He was. 
however, appointed Minister of Education in; 
laj ed Din’s Government in March 1934, and 
resigned with Shaikh Taj in February 193ft 
Appointed Mphafix of Ale^andrctta in Jarmary 1937. 
he sought to ptove hk attachment lo his new 
Nationalist masters by intriguing with the Arab 
parties in tlie Sanjak against the Turks und the 
Mandatory, but was ejected in November 3 937. 
Appointed Mohafir of Damascus in March 1942. On 
fall of Hassctn cl Hukinl Government lApnl l l M2| 
w,ts Appointed by Shaikh Taj ed Din President of 
tile Council of Ministers und Mini.skT of the Interior, 
Succeeded Faiz Khoun as President of the Com¬ 
mission Superintre of the Wheat Office, in which 
capacity he promised to secure large quantities of 
wheat, but did not succeed. Quarrelled w ith Shaikh 
Taj eJ Din. poking a 5 Syrian patriot, thinking he 
had the supf^m of his colleagiaes. Matters came to 
a iiead in January 1943, when all 3iF colleagues 
resigned and he was obliged to retire. 

During ibe Cabinet crisis of November 1948 tn- 
dcavour^j to return to politics as a virtual dictator. 
Was, appointed by Huvni Zaim for a shott cime in 
1949 to be Mohafez of Aleppo and Deputy Military 
Governor of Syria and ran hi& district autocratically 
hu! w.-IE. Rcrigncd owing to rivalry with Zaim, 
whom liC thought of challenging for tltc presidency, 
Wh* later imprisoned hy Zaim "toi a short time and 
might have h«:a executed had Zaun not preceded 
him. 

Until he assumed office was heavily In debt. 
Before Lhe \ :sit lo Syria of ibe AngloAmerican Com- 
mission of Enquiry nri Palestine in 194(s he vulian- 
leered to His Majesty's Cminil. Damascus, to testify 
before the Coni mission in favour of the Jews, Pro* 
fessca to be well dispused towards Rritain Elected 
to (he Constituent Assembly in November 1949 as an 
InduKodem. A hitter enemy of Akram Hotuini 
K F'umlanicn tally unreliable, he has .since the 
erul of 1949 posed as the bitter opponent of the 
Army's interference m Syriart politics hut this did 
not prevent him from remaining on good terms with 
the military clique for 3 lime. Im prisoned bs 
General Shishakli after his amp <i'Him of 29th 
November- Released March 1952, Opposed to the 
draft Constitution and method of election as 
President of General Shishakli, (Juh 1453), In 1954 
founded, together with X.i/ir Faroa. the paper An 
Nuj. for which he writes frequently in a singularly 
independent way. He has openly advocated Mime 
sort of agreement wtih the Western Powers and has 
delivered some effective attacks against communism 
He w-as heavily defeated nt Hama in the 1°54 
elections by Akram Hounmi and other Dt'ath- 
fwociabsts. 

A man of some strength of character, but devoid 
of morals. \ willy and dfective speaker. Intriguer 
and accused in the p.i.si of trafficking m hashish. 

23. |l;tfmaria. Rashid 

bum about l9|t), Moslem. Member of a leading 
Aleppo family Deputy in 1947 but failed in the 
elections for the Constituent Assembly in 1949. ,-\ 

prominent lawyer and now President of the Afcppo 


Lawyers Syndicate, One of the original members 
of the Popular Parry, Minister of interior in the 
Cabinet formed by Nazim Qudsi on 4ih June. 1950, 
Resigned with the real of the Cabinet on 9(h March, 
1951, Minister of Interior again under Hasran 
Hakim rv-,3. August to November 1951. Opposed 
10 the draft Constitution and method of election as 
President of Generali Shi.shakli (July 1953). 
Returned for Aleppo in 1954 elections. Appointed 
Minister of Defence in Furls el Khoun's Cabsnei. 
October 1954. 

Unimpressive. 

24. Basmaji, Said 

Born about 19115, Of an undisainguished Aleppo 
family. Sunni Moslem, Educated at a secondary 
school. He has spent most of his life working for 
the Aleppo municipality and has never shown great 
ability. He was connected with Dr. RtfaYs (o.v.) 
Arab Nationalist Parly in I94U and was interned by 
the RmKh in 1941 Joined General Shishakli’ss Arab 
Liberation Movement and was, made bead of the 
Aleppo branch. Also, in 1952. appointed president 
of the Municipal Council Not popular in AlcppO- 

25. HiLdusli. Khallff! 

Bona about 19ID in Damascus., rd Kurdish origin 
of a family named Kutrash, Sunni Moslem Educated 
in Damascus, where he studied philosophy. Became 
secretary of Communist Party in Damascus, 192$!. 
The Communist Puriy was persecuted by the French 
and in 1934, following (he distribution of Com¬ 
munist leaflets, was suppressed, Bikdash bciiiu con¬ 
demned lo several years* imprisonment. He escaped 
to the L'.S.S.R., wliere he attended the Oriental 
School of Propaganda. He claims that, while in the 
U.S.S.R. he met Stalin. En 1936 went to Paris and 
obtained a special amnesty through the Syrian dele* 
gallon which wa* negotiating the Ira neo-Syrian 
Treaty, Returned W Syria in January 1937 and 
resumed leadership of lhe Communist Party. Again 
went into hnimg in Dama-seus at the outbreak of war 
when Com run nisi Party w-us suppressed, remaining 
there until Germany attacked Russia (June 1941), 
After attempts to reach an understanding with Shukri 
Quwaitr (q.v 1 by which he should be included on the 
iaiter's electoral list in 1943. Bikd&sh stood as an 
independent candidate nod failed. He failed also 
m she 1 947 elections. Thereupon he devoted 
his energies to organising the activities of the 
Communist Party, and is known to have been 
in touch with members of the Soviet Legation. 
Staled to be owner of a Communist paper in Beirut 
Tried to stand as an Independent candidate for (he 
Constituent Assembly in November 1949. but his 
application was refused He spent a considerable 
period in die USSR, but relumed to Syria mid 
the Lebanon in the autumn of 1953. He remained 
in hjdmg but reorganised the Communist Partv and 
inspired it with a new vigour The results were 
seen in the serious Communist disturbances which 
look place in Damascus at the time of ShisltakliN 
overthrow and in the speedy and effective way in 
which the Communists look advantage of the 
greater freedom accorded them under the parlia¬ 
mentary regime. Stood as a ‘' National Union" 
candidate for Damascus in the 1954 elections and 
was brilliantly successful, becoming the first avowed 
Communist to enter Parliament, Was elected to the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Chamber. 

Popular among the working etohses and a good 
speaker, Said to receive substantial subsidies from 
Russia. Speaks Arabic, Kurdish, Russian, French. 
Ambitious ,tnd prepared to make trouble, Mamed 
Wiss.il Farhn. schoolteacher and a Communist, in 
1951. A arong capable leader who is the driving 
force of communism in the Levant, Has influence 
with his fellow Kurds. A thoroughly dangerous, 
man who i-- an opportunist as well a- a convinced 
Communist- An effective speaker. 










26, It iiir Snlahoddin 

Bnrn 1912 ]cs Damascus. liunm Moslem, Un¬ 
married, Graduated in law at the Sorbonne, Faria. 
On hia return to Mria in I ¥35 he worked for seven 
seara as a teacher, During that lime he acted as 
lieutenant eo Michel Aflaq f&vj tn building tip the 
BYath d Arab! Party, of which be is still secretary - 
general Once called, hmuidf a Comm on 1st but 
claims eo have disavowed Marxism an Lhe grounds 
chat it is loo materialistic. Suspected of heing impli¬ 
cated in plotting with army officers against General 
Shtshakh at [he end of 1952 and took refuge in 
the Lebanon with Akram Hourani (rf.v.i early in 
January 1953. but together with Mourani and AfLuj 
was permitted to return in October 1953. Is now 
perhaps more important than Aflaq but less, so than 
Ho u ran i in she amalgamated Bs'ath-Sorialret 
Party. Returned for Damascus. in the J 954 
elections at the bottom of the poll 

Xenophoba huL probabEv not fanatic- Speaks 
French 

27, Bum, Ali 

Bom in Damjseu in 1916. Moslem. Kurd- 
Fducatcd at the Tajhiz School and obtained his lass 
degree at the Syrian 1 nivejttiy. Started has career 
as a practising lawyer Co-operated with Dr. Abdul 
Rahman Shahtundsr and led student-' rising-, 
.igurtst the French Mandatory Power. During one 
particular year, lie went to prison ten times 
Helped (o form the Liberal Parts which was laler 
transformed into the Populist Party, of which he is 
now Secretary-Genet*! During the Hu mil Zaini 
regime declined appointment as Syrian Minister to 
Iraq. Together with Akftm Hourapi was 
appointed political Adviser to llusni Zmfn 
and wn; u nvciitb-T of the ConstilucfU Assembly 
formed by /.gam which drafted The Syrian CorsU- 
tution. Minister of Agriculture in the second 
Na/.im OuJm Government and remained as inch 
umil March 19511. Known for his stubbornness, 
Deputy for Damascus October E954 rn which month 
he was appointed Minister of Justice In Farts el 
KhouiTs Gov ernment. 

Rather an elusive personality who is likely to 
follow the '■E i i of self-interest wherever it may lead, 
Siand'. on (he left-wing or the Populist Parts iititl lia- 
no particular sympathy with (he Weal. 

C'hutila, khalid* Dr, 

Bom about I¥10 in Damascus. Sunni S-loslem 
Secondary education in Syria. Later studied and 
obtained doctorate in philosophy from Paris as a 
result or i scholarship provided by French authori¬ 
ties. On returning to Syria worked in Ministry of 
Education. 

Married a relative of Khalid at Azm ft/.v.l in 1949. 
through whose influence he was appointed ns coun¬ 
sellor at Syrian Legation in Paris. 

Appointed Secretary-Genera I of [he Presidency by 
Miistisin Bara /1 after Zflimk 1949 coup d'kiat- 
Appointed Minister to Spaiit m February 1453 
Appointed Inspector-General of Diplomatic and 
Consular Missions. January 1954 When Hashim 
*tasw relumed to the president of the republic 
After the (all of Sbbtakli. Chitila w.ts appointed 
Secretary-'General of the Presidency 

Friendly, but unimpressive, 

29 . Chrbal. AnU 

Barn 1908 in Damascus Greek Orthodox. 
Younger brother of Fuad Chebat (<?■ >',}, litlucated 
at Ihe Orthodox and Lu/arftt Schools in Damascus, 
and later obtained a degree in Civil Engineering at 
the Beirut Engineering College after which he 
entered, Government Service. 

His first appointment in 1929 was with the tech¬ 
nical office of the Public Works Department at 
Damascus. He was promoted in 1936 to be chief 


or the office, a position which he held until 1944. 
He was then appointed Chief Engineer for die 
Southern area, and in. 1949 promoted to Director 
of Communications in the Ministry of Public Works 
and Communications, and also Director of the 
Department of Concessionary Companies. 

A friendly and capable civil servant. Speaks 
Eluent French and fairly good English. 

JO, CbefeKL l *Jad 

Bom 1907 in pamiscu*. Brother of Amy C hebat 
t'V-v.h He and his brother owe much of their 
success iti hard and diligent wit and the influence 
and support of the Orthodox Patriarchate with the 
French Mandatory Government Fuad Chcbat took 
a Doctorate of Law at a French University and 
later became a professor of Law at the Syrian 
University. He first entered Government service in 
1931 and was. employed in ihc Prime Minister*? 
office. Accounts Department' he was also an 
advisory member of the Council of Slate. 

Hua published four books on law and adminis¬ 
tration and drafted the Syrian Nationality Law. 
He is a prominent member of the Greek Orthodox 
Community and is also a member of the Church 
Council. Visited Lindand under British Council 
auspices 1951, Acting Minister of the Interior after 
General 5fo till ak Li's coup tTElar of 29th November, 
1951, reverting to Acting Sccrclaty-General tin 
forma Lion of Government on 9th June. 1952. Laler 
superseded by a supporter of the regime, and became 
Administrator and Professor of Constitutional Law 
at the University. 

Efficient and respected. Friendly la B iuin 

31, DjIiutti at Marti. Shaikh 

Bom 1895- Bedouin chief and head of the 
Stammar Khrossa. Disputes the leadership of all 
the Staminar of -Syria with his cousin. Meizar Abdul 
Muhsen, who actually heads the Sham mar con- 
federation. Also claims hereditary leadership of the 
Iraqi Sham mar, from which he was evicted bv ihe 
lira till. He !■• therefore biuerly jealous of Sheikh 
.Slock and continually connives to undermine his 
position- Appointed Deputy of the Jezirah tribes in 
1936. Exiled in 1942 for obstructing road comtruc- 
litms and wheat purchase, in spite of hti being in 
exile, Was elected Deputy in 1943 for Jcrireh tribes 
and in [9J7; returned Ui Syria 1944 EScClCd La ihe 
Constituent Assembly in November 1949. 5aid to 
be sympathetic to Popular Parly Elected as a 
inb.il deputy in 1954 eleclions. 

A proud and truculent sheikh, ignomnt of his 
limitationv and of wcirld condrlkmv. bul i' geuerou4 
and of considerable charm 

32. IVmrliritii. Ali \lulul Karim 

Born 3905 ,n Tel Kalakh. Member of the Danicch 
dan. A Sunni Moslem Studied, at the Islamic 
College in Retrui till 192ft. Joined the scout move¬ 
ment in 1923 and li-vv remained associated with it. 
In 1937 he took a group of Syrian scouts (a (he 
jamboree in Hal bud. (ravelling by way of the 
Balkans, Austria ami Germany, reiuruing through 
France and Italy. On this occasion he niiycd for 
some lime in Berlin and Potsdam, where he 
associated with Syrians in, Germany, notably one of 
the Dalati brothers, who ure associated with hint Ifl 
the scout movement From 1937 Isas devoted most 
of his time to scouting and was elected Chief Scout 
in November 1941. Is as-socuifed with the League of 
National Action, which wav founded by his cousin 
and of which his colleague in the scout mcncmcm. 
Dr. Ruitidt Jabi ffj.v.}, is leading member. His arrest 
was ordered by the L'rench in February 1942. bui the 
order was cancelled at the end of March, and, shortly 
after, he paraded at the head of ilie scouts ai the 
review of lhe Syrian gendarmerie 


Da.ndastii played an important part in the dispute 
liciwccji the scout movement and die Ministry of 
Youth and Propaganda under Mueir Ajifeni fq'.v.J, 
opposing Govcmmcdi control of die scout rnovo- 
nient. After the Allied occupation showed htnisdf 
willing io cooperate and ttH.A part with hhi secure in 
passive defence exercises. Elected to the ronstituent 
Assembly in November 1949 us a member of ihc 
Popular Party. Reiumed as an Independent for 
Fcl Kalakh in the 1954 elections. 

Energetic and a disciplinarian. 

33, Dauudi, AdLh 

Bom about 1920 in Damascus Surmi Moslem. 
An ambitious young man who was formerly the local 
correspondent for Ai Mim and is raw Syrian Dele¬ 
gate to the Advisory Commission of U.N.R.W.A.. 
and the head of the Syrian Palestine Arab Refugee 
Institution. He wa.s u delegate ut me 1952, Jy53 
and 1954 Sesvious of the 1 rated Saiiam General 
Assembly. 

Speaks English and French and is outwardly 
friendly. Probably co-opera|ivc only as far as fore 
personal interests allow 

34, Daw alibi. Ma'ruf 

Bora I MV in Aleppo, Masleim. A Dwyer. A 
graduate at the Syrian University, he a Isa hakls u 
Paris University Doctorate of Law. From I9M so 
1938 he was a member of the National Party and was 
active in bath Aleppo and Damascus, liuring the 
war wras in France at the lime or the German occupa¬ 
tion and was in dose touch with the ex-Mufti Haj 
Amin Hus^ainL Rushid ATi a] Kcilani .m.l the other 

S riy-Gerttian Arabs. Colbboraicd wiih the Vichy 
overmi uni. Helped the ex-Mufti to escape from 
France m 1946. Elected to Pariiamcen in 1947. he 
lefi the National Party and joined the Papular Party 
m 194ft. Member of the Moslem Bratherhnrxi. 
Fleeted to Ihc Consltlueni Assembly in .November 
1949. Appointed Minister of National Economy in 
the Cabinet fomted by K ha I id ai Avm" on 
77lh December. 1949. Resigned with the rest of 
the Cabinet in Mny 1950. 

While in Coiro m April. 1950. made a statement 
indicating that the Arabs would prefer io become 
a Soviet Republic rather than be judaized as a result 
of Amrekvi pressure. This statement eju.sctt somc- 
ihing of a >cnsaiion and was the signal for a noisv 
demand in Syria, chiefly by the Moslem Bituherhood. 
for a rapprochement with the Soviet Union. 
Although the statement did him harm in responsible 
Syrian circles it br»oskxl his popularity among the 
masses, Minister of National Economy utvder 
Nazi in Oud si f^.v.L 23 rd to 27ffi Ma rch. 1951. .After 
the fall of Hasson Hakim's L/ i’> Government on 
JOih November he managed to forna a GovcrnmciLi. 
at the second attempt, on 2fttb November, but on 
29th November its members were imprisoned by 
General Shishakft Released m April 1952, but 
later taken into custody again, Refused (o take 
the oath of mm-participation in paUtits as a civil 
servant (lecturer al Syrian University! and was 
accordingly d ft misted in May 1952. Released from 
prison by General Shrehakli ;re an act of clemency 
in June 1953. After fall of Shishukh wa& restored 
to his position in [he university and was appointed 
Minister of Defence in Sibil AsvdiL coalition 
Cabinet March-June |954 which fell partly as a 
result ref the bad relations between Dawalibi and 
the army Returned at the had of the yolj far 
Aleppo a* a Populist in the [954 elections 
Popular and a. fair speaker. Is reputed to have 
Left-wing [diickneics and ambitions to become 
President of the Republic. 

35. Diah. Munir 

Horn about I9IIX Sunni Moslem. A Damascene. 

A member of a family well known m Svraan com¬ 
merce and whose primary jptereata are in the local 
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textile indireiry. Appointed MJnftlcr of NiLioaal 
Economy fin 9th June, 1952. Roigncd on farmation 
of new Government in July 1,953. 

Speaks German and very llulo French. Not it 
all impressive. 


36, (iha/d, Said 

Born in Damascus ahttet IS9ft, Moslem. 

Educated at Turkish schools in Damascus and 
Constantinople during ihe Ottoman regime and 
obtained his law degree at the Syrian University 
in 1920. He is u practising lawyer when not holding 
an official appointment. Appointed Deputy in the 
Constituent Assembly in 192ft, and Minister of 
Justice and Acting Minister of Finance in 1936; 
Secretary-Genera I of the Ministry of Notional 
Economy in 1938: Director of Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs; Deputy in 1943; Minister of Justice and 
Acting Minister of Finance in 1945; Minister of 
Finance in 1947, then Minister for National 

Economy ansi Health. 

Belonged to the Nationalist tlim- Party from 
l'?3ft LtII 19Jfs L when lie disagreed with its leaders, 
and became an Independent. Prime Minister 
and Minister (or Defence in the caretaker Govern¬ 
ment he formed in June 1954 to carry olh elections.. 
Elected Deputy for Damascus, in October 1954. 

He enjoys a reputation for honesty and impar¬ 
tiality amonj!: all the politic .ill parties and thre was 
enhanced by the Way jit which the general election 
was conducted in September 1954. He b. how¬ 
ever, inclined to h- weak and during Ins tenure of 
office delegated most uf his functions as Minister of 
Defence to ihc Chief of Staff as the line or least 
resistance. Friendly, helpful and pro-Western. 


37, Ha [far. Lutfi 

Ram Damascus Iftfift af a family of wclbestab- 
lishe.1 merchants. Sunni Moslem Minister tvf Public 
Works under the Da mad. 1926. and departed lor 
Nationalist sympathies some months Utcr. Member 
«»l ihe Constituent Assembly, 192K. Accepted past 
as administrator of Ain Hjeh waterworks, |93L 
Deputy in 1932 and aoain tn ]9,t6 when lie was 
eletted viec*pr«;tfent of the Chamber of Depmits 
Minister of Fjruucc in the second Jamil Mardam 
Cabinet (July 1937 to February 1939). Prime 
Minister 23rd February to 14til March, 1 939. 
Implicated m the murder af Dr, Shabandar in July 
H4ti. and fled lo Bagdad. Returned to Syria after 
(he charge against him had been dropped and she 
Government of Directors replaced b\ the moderate 
Nauonahst c;>veranient of Khsiled Ik) el A/m 
Iv-rj in April 1441, Deputy far Dbbijl5 CU> 1943 and 
again in 1947 and Minister o! Interior in Saadtifiah 
Jabri's Gavernmem (August 1943-Ociobcr 19441. but 
resented the rider's interference in his Department. 
Minister of Interior in Paris Khoeri's third G. Aem- 
nsent, August-September 1945 Minister of 
Interior in- haadulbfo Jabri’s second Govetnmcnt 
hepteniljer 1945 to April 1946. Although practically 
illiterate re interested in the newspaper Ai tmhm 
which ft nominally owned and directed bv hiv cousin! 
Wajtli cl Haffar. 

Not an extreme Nationalist, bm has a lengthy 
record of political activity in connexion with 
Patehtmc assisted Nebih cl Azmi to organise ihe 
Arab Conference at Bluduu in 1935 and was 
appointed chairman oT the Syrian CornmiUe- for 
ihe Defence af Ihilestinc Opposed ihe dr.ifr i\vn- 
sttLution and methrid or election as Frcsidcrtl of 
tienrral Shishaklj (July 19531, Nor ,i smmg 
personality though lie wav jo imporlam ntember of 
(he Nationalist hW and hus been president of the 
Dimjscuv branch nf she National Party since l«4ft 
A good second tiddler. Suffers From heart trouble' 
and iv now politically inactive. 









jtt. llajjo. A,-tin HuuoMt 

Bom about 1S9S near Mardirte,. turkey. Head 
cl riaverkan tribe of Kurds which moved into Sveta 
about 1922. No specific education, but reads arid 
writes Kurdish, Arabic and Turkish. With his late 
father tools prominent part in Separatist Movement 
in the Jezirah. Resides at HasttgcluL Was prp- 
Ally and ctM*pcfjtisc during the war: elected 
Deputy for KamkhJj 1943 and m 3947, but did not 
enjoy (he confidence of the National Parly owing 10 
his former cdotafexion with the French. 

39. Hakim. II-is- an 

Born Damascus About 18*6, Moslem, Was 
an Inspector ot Finance and later Director of 
Posts anti Telegraphs ;ii Faisal's Syrian Government 
<if I'llH 20. He was held responsible for delay 
in sending off Faisal's reply to General Gouraud's 
ultimatum in July 1920. {It win the absence 
of a reply that provided ihc accuse lor General 
Gouraud In order French troops to advance 
on Damascus,} Exiled by ihc French Hut had 
tied in Egypt and later went to Iraq Then 
he obtained an appointment as manager of the Arab 
Bank's tiffin branch. Amnestied in 1937. he 
returned to Damascus and. as a loyal Nationalist, 
wis appointed Director-General of Wakf. Minister 
of Education in Bukhari Cabinet. March lo May 
l9jd Later became Director of Govern niem Agri- 
cultural Bank In September 1941 became President 
of Council and Minister of Finance in "Indepen¬ 
dent’" Syria under the presidency of Sheikh Taj ed 
Dm as proclaimed by French. Quarrelled with 
President over btter's financial re^uc-sts and with 
French over no:i-graflting of various concessions of 
form to independence, Because of his rather stub¬ 
born .md hmited capacity was on bid terms with his 
colleigues. whom he was unable to pull together. 
Was undoubtedly pro-British, hut was very indiscreet 
in falling under the influence of unworthy court- 
sc I fora He gave his enemies a chance to attack 
him because he openly proclaimed himself as 
opposed lo the feudal landlord 1 ; and because, 
although materially tiooesl, he provoked laws to 
benefit himself in small ways. Its April |9a] he was 
forced to resign in rather an unpleasant manner, 
after defying the President, and reverted in former 
employ mem as Director of the National (Syrian I 
Agricultural Bank until July ! q 44, when he retired. 
Subsequently criticised the actions of the President 
of the Republic and the Government in letters and 
memoranda and W'ds outspokenly in favour of a 
H.rahimile monarchy in Syria. Applied to visit 
London at the same time as the Emir Abdullah early 
in 194b, but was not granted a vim as his visit did 
not come under any category admissible at the lime 
and it was not considered desirable to make any 
exception. Failed in 1947 elections. Elected. as an 
Independent to the Constituent Assembly in Novem¬ 
ber* 1949. Appointed Minister of State in Narini 
Outbid Cabinet in September l 17 ?!! Resigned in 
Oetob-r A close friend, of Munir A plan! (t/.cd 
Has openly advocated that Syria should join the 
Western camp against Russia. Prune Minister and 
Minister of Finance from August u> November 1951 
when he resigned following a difference or view 
Mill liis Minister for Foreign Affair.. Fitidi Alassi 
(q. v,), about the Middle last Defence Pact. 
Opposed to the draft Constitution and method of 
election as President of Genera! ShUhakli {July 
195$), Withdrew from 1954 ejections alter having 
faded on the first ballot Attempted unsuccessfully 
in reconcile Khshd al Arm and Shakxi Quwuily. 

40, FI .in Win. \vuld 

(inm in LalAkut of a. prominent local family. 
Moslem First a Nationalist then an Independent, 
he accepted live psvsi of Minister of Justice shortly 
before Shivtukiis fall but never because really 


identified with the military regime. His. election for 
Liiiikid. in 3 954 was invalidated on the grounds of 
bribery Co-operated with Khilid .il Aifm (q.v.l, 

41. iiutuun. TnuJiti 

Born about 1918. Sunni Moslem Member of a 
prominent LaUakb family. 

Graduate of the School of Law in Damascus 
University. 

Appointed Minister of Public Works on 
9th June, 1952, Resigned, on formation of new 
Government in July 

t’, quirt and unimpressive, though said to he 
amoitious. Appears to have owed his Ministerial 
post as nuieh to family influence us in personal 
qualifications. 

42. Elulim. Anwar 

Born HlU. Roman Catholic. An Aleppine 
Christian educated in France, graduate or law 
from Paris University. Teacher of French 
Literature at the Tajhiz School, Damascus, 1932-16. 
Secretary u> Prime Min is (or 1937 39. Assti- 
[am Chief of Diwan at Prime Minister’s 
Office 1939 42. Director of Propaganda, and 
Soda! Allairs April 1942-April [943, Chid: of 
Service in Prime Minister's Office April 1943-May 
[*J45, Director of Prime Minister's Oili.cc May 1945, 
Appointed Second CounveUuf at Ministry for f oreign 
Alfairs March 1946 in addition to his other po*L. 
August 1947 sunt on mission to London and was 
guest of British Council for a month. Combined 
the posts of secretary-generaI of the Secretariat of 
the Council of Ministers and director of the Prime 
Minister's Office, until he had to make way for a 
supporter of the regime in September 1952- He 
bccime Inspector-General of liic Foreign Service 
until, in March 1953, hr was appointed first Syrian 
Minister lo (he Holy Sec. 

Intelligent, A supporter of Jamil Mordant and a 
friend of Munir AjJkdi, he has frequently shown 
hirriicir to be well disposed towards the Brjtish- 

A staunch Roman Catholic, he appears n> dislike 
land be distrusted by] his Greek Orthodox 
brethren. 

43. Hiqdiclu Grigorir 

Armenian Cat In die Archbishop of Aleppo. Born 
1895 in Aleppo. Educated in the Armenian Sem¬ 
inary in Rome, Member of a wealthy Aleppo family 
with political connexions, A brother was at one time 
Minister of Finance. Formerly known as a Franco¬ 
phile; after his brother**, resignation from the Finance 
Ministry he became a vehement critic of the French 
Administration in Syria, and later kyjnic just as 
critical of the Syrian Nationalist Administration. 

A prelate whose interests arc mure temporal than 
spiritual and who in not much trusted locally. 

44. Hunui, hclmuml 

Born 39(J|, Aleppo, Greek OrthodojL 5km of 
Albert Homsy. educated A.U.B. Switzerland 
and Faigland, private banker with interests, jn 
Egypt, who did lucrative business with Turks 
during the 1914 war, lie is an important 
shareholder in the Banquc de Syrie et du Lihan. 
Was Syrian Minister of Finance (March to October 
1936|. Member of Syrian dele cation for the com 
elution of the Franco-Syrian Treaty in S93S. Elected 
Nationalist Deputy for Aleppo/ December 1936, 
took unofficial charge of the British Consulate at 
Aleppo during 1941 evacuation and has alwavs been 
outspoken in hb British sympathies, However he is 
apt to be influenced by his wife who i% pro-French. 
\5‘,iv made honorary Commander of the British 
Empire. April 1946 appointed Minister of Finance 
in SaadulLih Jabrt's ihird Government when he insii- 
ru(cd investigation into irregularities in Finance 
Ministry Failed in 1947 elections on President's 
list Appointed Syrian Minister to London (and to 


Brussels) in June 1949* Relieved of his post in 
October L952 on the grounds, that he was out of 
touch with developments at home. Non hack in 
Aleppo. 

intelligent and pleasant* if somewbn indolent. 

45. Huutlby, -Said, Brigadier 

A Moslem, bom in I ^2 in Damascus, In 1946 
became Director of the Dcu.iicme Bureau and in 
1949 he was appointed military attache in Washing' 
ton. In F>50 he became Deputy Assistant Chid of 
Staff and later that year was given command of the 
Syrian air force, in 1951 he idi the air force and wav 
made Commander of the Armoured Forces and in 
1952 was, in addition, made Commander of the 
Southern Region Appointed military atmclic in 
Ankara in April L953, June 1953 promoted 
brigadier on leaving Ankara. July 3 954 appointed 
lo command the Northern Region. 

He is a reserved but astute officer, slow but 
efficient and above the average in personality. He 
is a sick man as a result of a serious motor acctdcnt 
which injured hrt head, 

He spoiks Arabic urn! French, but no English. 

46, llntiranu Akttizi 

Born HiniJ about 1915. Sunni Moslem. Lawyer. 
Extremist leader of Youth Party of Hama Joined. 
Iraqi revolution 1941 at head of a small number of 
young men; met German commission in Homs and 
Aleppo Deputy 1943, and Secretary of Chamber of 
Dqsuties. Intelligent and has considerable mfluenoe 
over voting men* incliading sons of notables, in spile 
of his anti-feudal views. Was engaged in active 
agitation against the Feudal Party (tihatch Azm. 
Abdul Oadei. Kailam f./.i >) and escaped &rfe-';L 
log.-ther with Raif Milqi (.y.v.i nri3s by minvention 
of the Prairie Minister (February 1944) A leading 
member nr the Caasrilutiort&l Liberal Party and a 
most active critic of the Govtmntent. Rc-elcctcd 
Deputy for Hama 3 947. Member csf Paxliamemar. 
Constitutional Party 1943. Actually fought far 
sis weeks with vofurueeri in Palestine early 
I'M?, and urged -severe mcasum in Government, 
An intimate caumdlor of Zaim in the early days of 
the coup d'£fdi uf March 194^ and is said to have 
been responsible for many of the reforms which were 
then initiated Broke with Zaun and after the tatier's 
death became Minister of Agriculture in Htihcm 
Atari's Cabinet of August 1949 in which he wus 
the most dynamic member. Elected as an fnde- 
pendent to the Constituent Assembly in Novem¬ 
ber 1949. Headed the group in the AvvembK which 
strongly opposed Syro-ln^i union and found power¬ 
ful support among Army officers., notably Lieui-- 
Colonel 4 then.t Adib Shishakll with whom be 
threw in his lot. Appointed Minister of Defence in 
the Cabinet formed hy Khultd at Atm in Decernba 
1 L >49 In Januaiy 195D formed his own Radical 
Sociibst Party the "Arab Socialist Party," Resigned 
from the Cabinet in April 195t> Married early in 
3 951 . He rarely appeared in public, He has tried 
to rally all Left-wing elements to his party, and has 
turned a blind eye to the penetration of hri party by 
known Communists. Became estranged from 
ShuihakU and. was suspected of being implicated 
in plotting with some army officers against the 
regime at the end of !9?2 and took refuge with 
SaLhutidiEi Bilar (if v.) and Michel Aflaq f^.v.) 
in the Lebanon earls in January 1953, From there 
he earned on propaganda and intrigues apainsi the 
regime until usked by the 1 ebancse Gcvernrtienl to 
leave in June 1953, Together with Bitar and AfUq 
was permitted to return m Syrifi in October 1^^- 
The three of them agreed to amalgam4e the Iti'ath 
Party, led by the two former, with Hourmi'a Arab 
Socialist Party. Houram became the leader of Hie 
new Arab Ua'allt Sociafof Party, Following over¬ 
throw of Shi-sh'4kli. officers sympathising with 
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Hourani obtained several of the most important 
posts m the army. He and his followers gamed a 
notable victors at Hama in ihe 1954 elections by 
defeating all the feudalist eandidslea. In ihe new 
Parliament began by to-operating in the Oppt.isiiinti 
with KhaliJ al Arm's Democratic Woe. 

Knows no foreign language. A fiery and com¬ 
pelling speaker. A man with considerable drive 
but vain and irresponsible. Ambitious and ruthless. 
Distinctly anti-Western. 

47, HiiwlIdL lilniliint, Cnlimel 

Born 1913 in t^oms. A Mtjpilcm, In March F449 
he commanded the Military Police. In August 1949 
he was arrested and imprisoned following the 
Hirtnawi coup d l'-jat. In October 3949 he was 
rein state J lo his command. He was appointed 
Director of the DcuxKmC Bureau in January 3950. 
In August 1950 he was arrested for the murder of 
Colonel Mohamet! Nasser. Commander of the Air 
Force After acquittal, he left, for France In 1952 
he returned at Genera! Shishakit's request and seas 
made Director-General of Police and the Surelf. 
Early in 3 953 he was promoted lo colonel as & 
reward for stifling a plot agaiitst the regime in which 
senior army nllkers were involved. Imm.-Jiately 
after yuppres-virf: serious riots he was appointed in 
December 1953 as niilinry attache at VV.uhinvcon. 
It vns evident that General Shrihakli feared'that 
Husscini was Isecoming too powerfuL May 1^53 
transferred to be military attache at Rome. 

He is a very mleltigenl and able officer who is 
feared for his ruth!essnes.v Commands respect. 
Speaks fluent French. 

45. thish. Nuri 

Bom about tS75 m Damascus. Sunni Modem 
Educated at A.U.B, and Cirencester Agricultural 
College. Appointed by Saidullah JabriN Govern- 
meat to be Director-General of Tribal A [fairy 
i March [9441 on [he cession of the Tribal Depart¬ 
ment by the French to the Syrians Resigned 
November 1945. Elected Deputy for Damascus 
1947, reecivin- hitbevt mtniibcr of v-otei cast, 
which made hint aspire to the Pre-idesicy, Hi? 
spent a great deal or money on the improvement 
of his farm near Damascus* Wj- co-opted Minister 
iif Agriculture in Husni Zuim's tv,ii Cabinets and 
worked hard to reform his Ministry. Appointed 
Minister of the Interior in Government formed in 
July 1953. Enhanced his reputation by resigning 
in prtHeit ag-j.in.se tile way in which' the 1953 
elections were bring M managed " Narrowly failed 
as an Independent candid]Ec for Damascus in 1954 
elections. 

Wdl disposed! towards Rriutirt, 

49, Minim, I tlmhiin. !>r„ 

Vtos’em. Horn !90ti in D^umscus of a good 
foTmly with it legal tradition. Minded. Studied 
economics and law at the Syrian University, the 
Sorbonne, and the E Jnivcrsity of Vienna. Sp;rtt some 
years in Austria, atid on his return here was 
emptoyed ui the Austrian Consulate rn Damascus, 
Appointed Honorary Austrian Consul here in 1939, 
Left Ssri.i during the war years raurning in 3945. 
when lie w‘t< appointed Director-General of Folhical 
Affairs at the Ministry of Foreicn .Affairs, fit 1949 
he bee am: Secretary-General of the Ministry. During 
this period he wai friendly and helpful to the lega¬ 
tion, who found him hard-working, hones] and 
efficient. V th- end of 1949 he Jefi and went into 
business for a short tim;. but was appointed Svrian 
Consu 1 -General in the Federal German Republic in 
1950. Reappointed Sucre tary-General til (he 
Ministry for Foreign AlJairv in 3 953, 

He is tint known to have taken par[ in any 
political aciBiiiies, He speaks French. English and 
fluent German A very hard worker with moderate 
views jukI friendly common senve. 
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50. Juhri, lli%un 

Bora Aleppo about 1885. Sunni Moslem, 
Brother of me late Saadullah a I Jabri Deputy 
for Aleppo in ike Fuiloi merit at Constatsttnoplc 
during tbe Turkish regime ami for a lime 
aide-de-camp to the Sullaa. Relumed to 
Aleppo after the war and proceeded to Damascus, 
whe.e he wa* Cnambefhin to Ring Faisal during the 
Liter's short reign Fkd with King Faisal at the 
time of (he French occupation of 0ataaKu&. Ski 
to Palestine and men to Iran. In [924 he was 
delegated by the Syrian Arabs to go to Geneva 
to uphold the cause of Syrian independence at the 
League of Nations m company with the Druse 
leader, ibe Emir Shakib Arslan. Sentenced by tile 
French to permanent banishment from Syria' and 
remained in Europe working for Syrian inde¬ 
pendence from 104 to 1937. Amnestied in April 
1937 and was Mohjiiz of Latokia in November 1937 
to April 19.39. Was actively associated with bread 
strides in Aleppo. March t J 4L. Arreted by the 
British in Aleppo in September 1942 as potentially 
dangerous, but released m September 1943. Failed, 
m [ 947 elections; president of the Aleppo branch of 
National Parts 1948. Openly opposed Sltlshukli 
Returned as a Nationalist for Aleppo in 1954 
elections, bm as a resul; of personal quarieh, 
separated himself nominally from the Nationalist 
Party in Aleppo. Reported to be jealous of his 
son-is)-law. MajduJdin Jabri President of the 

Foreign Affairs Committee in the Parliament 
elected in I L ?54. An enthusiastic Nationalist of 
influence who still has personal ambitions. 

51. Jubru Majduildin 

Born in Aleppo j n 1910, Sunni Modem. 
Sot of Kema{ Rcy Jabri and nephew of 
Saadutlali Bey Ltbri, married ho Hale, daughter of 
Ihsan Iky Jabri {brother of Suadullah Bey}, 
•'-duunej at Aleppo and for five years at Robert 
College. Istanbul. Spent three years.* 1932 lo 1935* in 
United Slates IB.A.. Illinois L'niverulyI where he 
Studied engineering Served for mi years in the 
Public Works Department of the Palestine Govern¬ 
ment and seconded for service in Transjordan 
f 1937-43), Secretary-General of Aleppo Municipality 
1944-45 and became President of the Municipality 
in l^jig. Took office as Minister of Public Works in 
Khaled el Arms non-party Government of Decem¬ 
ber IU4^. Although invited by Husni Zaim to net 
o* public works adviser he refused and was apparent!v 
against the regime, Ako refused the post of Minister 
of Public Works in Kashina Atassi'* Cabinet of 
August 1949. At end of 1944 he apparently gave 
□ P ill idea of returning lo Syrian politics, 1453 54 
Head of I he Public Works Department at Kuwait. In 
find-1954 returned u> Aleppo where be wa-. the most 
successful Naim no list candidate in the 1954 
elections, Though elected Deputy he went to 
Europe and refused appointment a* Minkier of 
Public Works in F-inv cl Kbotirik Cabinet, Is 
negotiating (o return to his former post at Kuwait 

Well educated, practical, moderate and Ids 
suKccptibk to party and family influence', than most 
Arabs, but pays much heed lo his wife Devotes 
his sfurc time to exploiting hu father's many 
Cvtak-s Speaks excellent l nglish and good French; 
the niain h-npe for the future of the JaNi family. 

52. Jabfi Kashad 

Born in DuBttKtiv in 1910. Moslem. Hus an 
English wjfc and also a Syrian. 

Educated at (he French La?srisi School in 
Damascus and at the American University in 
Beirut. Trained nv mechanical engineer, specialising 
in the cotton industry at Manchester University. 

Engineer at the Delia Commercial Company 
1935 (938. returned to Damascus in 19.19 where he 


held a similar appointment with the Syrian Petro¬ 
leum Company until 1941. Appointed'Director of 
the Transport and Technical Service of the " Mira ” 
(Cereals Organisation) 1441 43, Director of the 
1 r.title ani I > re Distribution Service of the Mmistn 
of Public Works 1943 -45; Director of the Commer¬ 
cial Industrial United Company (the Big Five) 
1945 49; Director-General of the Middle East 
Resources Company 1950-5L then was appointed 
for a period of two months as Motmfcz of the City 
of Damascus. Minister of Public Work* in the 
Government formed by Sttbn Assail on March 1. 

1953. after the Overthrow of the Shivltakli regime 
and elected Deputy for th; two Ghputes in October 

1954, W,l% one ed the founders of the Liberal 
Party which was later transformed into the 
Populist Party and in 1954 was elected President of 
the Damascus branch of the party. 

Unimpressive and untrustworthy, 

53, kuhJiili. Vuruddtn 

tkvrn 1 9,iS in Horns Moslem, Educated at 
Robert College* Istanbul, where he obtained his 
EJ.Su, in electrical engineering : later went to Illinois 
College, United Slates and graduated In Civil 
1 nginccring. On his return lo Syria in 1929 he 
worked for two years a * engineer with the Damascus 
Tramway and Electricity Company, and from 
1931 -34 was. employed in a similar capaeitv with the 
Cement Company in Damascus 

He started his career as a Civil Servant in 1935 
when he entered the Public Works Department os 
engineer fur the Damascus. Mufiki parity, .i position 
which he held unlit 1941, He was then appointed 
Chief of the Irrigation Department, and promoted 
to be Director of Irrigation in 1944. During that 
vear he represented Syria ai the International Air 
Conference ai Chicago, and also accompanied the 
Syrian Delegation to the United Nations Organisation 
Conference in San Franerco in 1945. 

He was Secretary of the Syrian Engineers’ 
Association when it was founded in 1942, In 1947 
be was appointed Director-General of the Ministry of 
Public Works and Communications, and in 1948 
was promoted to Secretary-General of the Ministry, 
Appointed director of the Lalukia Port Project 
in 1951, 

Nnruddm Kahhati. who is regarded as ihe most 
qualified engineer in the Government service, is a 
hard worker and has devoted a good deal of lime as 
technical adviser to the Government in connexion 
with the various Syrian economic delevopmcnt 
schemes, notably the Yarmrtuk Hydro-Electric 
Scheme. 

Kahhali speaks fluent English, and reasonably 
good French 


54. Kaibni. Rashid, LUeulrnunl-Colonrl 

Bom Hama about 1924. Married. Moslem, 
Speaks fluent French and poor English |950 
appointed Head of lb e Air Force. May |953 pro¬ 
moted lieutenant-colonel. A very able officer and 
a good commander Mis capabilities in organising 
and training the Air Force are recognised by the 
Ministry of Defence who are thus content to leave 
:* comparatively junior officer m head of the rapid!v 
expanding young Air Force- Poisesses great chanti 
and is eencmllv liked both hy hi* own countrymen 
and foreigners. It is through hi$ efforts that the 
Syrian Air Force has standardised on British aircraft 
md methods of training. 


Born IS L )n in Aleppo. Sunni Moslem. Educated 
en the American Umveraity of Beirut Married 
mto the Mudarres family, king Faisal’s Chamber, 
lain at Damascus Prominent Nationalist but 
inclined to preach miration Elected Nationalist 
for Aleppo :n 193*. Minuter of Education 


ani of Justice in the former NatuinaE'U Govern¬ 
ment. Went to Geneva lei December 3 93b to put 
forward the Arab claim for Alcxandrctta, Sent 
from Damascus lo Aleppo in February 1957 lo 
apologia to the French for the Iron Shirt 
d.iHii with thy French Gendarmerie. Minister 
<4 Education and Justice in the second Jamil Mar- 
dam Cabinet (July J937 to February 1939). Minister 
of National Economy in the Lutii Haffiir Cabinet 
{February to Match 1939). His moderate party was 
swamped in July 1943 ejection', by Saadulkih Jabri, 
but he was cventualh elected himself and was 
Minister for Justice in SaaduJU.li Jabri’ji (Inst 
Govcniment August J941 to October I'UT Minister 
of Junkc and Minister of Public Works in Fares 
Kbouri's first Govcmnteni October 1944 to April 
1945. Became ;t leading member of the Constitu¬ 
tional Liberal Party ami lost no oppononity of 
attacking succeeding Governnuarts In the Chahiber 
of Deputies. Failed in 1947 elections. Memtverr of 
Syrian Delegation to United Nations General Assem¬ 
bly in Pan*. 194S. Became President of the 
National Party in 1949. Opposed to the draft 
Constitution and method of election as President of 
General Shahakli fJuly 1953). Unsuccessful in 
1954 elections. Intelligent, but not masterful 

56. Iwkbiii. Rushdi 

Born 1905, Belongs too well-known middle-class 
Aleppo Moslem family, Studied law at Damascus 
University. Elected Deputy for Aleppo. December 
1936. he became known for his vehement speeches 
in (he Syrian Assembly. Resigned from the National 
hkte. March 1919. Deputy for Aleppo in 1943 in 
opposition to both the Jabri Und Kayyall groups, and 
remained opposed (o them in Parliament ; re-elected 
in 1947 on lUt of Parliamentary Constitutional Party 
He is known and admired a.v a man sincerely devoted 
lo Constitutional practices, which he Carried with 
him into the Popular Pany whose leader he 
became in August 1948 His opposition to the 
Mar dam and K ha led cl A/.m Cabinets in 1948 and 
his obstinate refusal to associate himself with the 
£aim regime made hint extremeb popular. After 
the overthrow of Zaun he accepted the p<^t of 
Minister uf the In tenor In Has him Atari’s ptedom- 
inaiitiv Popular Parly Cabinet, Iei Nmenibei 1949 
elected to the Constituent Assembly, of which he was 
PrevidersL At that time a ctront protagonisi ivf 
Syrn-Iraqi union. 

President of the Chamber of Dentilfrom 
September 3950 until March (951 when he resigned 
following the faLl of Nazim Qudsi’* Government, 
Imprisoned after General Shishaklfs amp JEw of 
2'hh November, 195E released* April 1952, Opposed 
to the draft Constitution and method of election as 
President of General Shishakli (July 195*) 
Returned for Aleppo ai 1954 elections. 

A man of some character and seriousness of pur¬ 
pose iwl not much brain. Reported to lx: tired of 
politics 

57. K bn tite Muhaniniiid huihhi 

Horn 19i) in Damascus, Sunni Modem, Studied 
in Syrian elementarj Ghouls. Showed an interest 
in social .iflair.H from an early age, Regan hk 
career .%■» a lahourer tn a (entile factorv. There 
”* or £Wps«l the first Syrian trade union in 
l9 - ? ' Ul* devoted his Idturc to study and the 
spread of the trade union movement. By 1936 he 
t i unions i-n several trades in Damascus 

In 1937 he succeeded in winning official approval 
tar a Syrian Labour Law Tn 1946 he carried his 
Wl!rK a stfl 8® further by securing the pos$4cc of a 
com pre hen she and progressive Labour Lciw, l-fe 
MtccccilcJ jn unifying the Trade Union Movement in 
Syria. Since 1933 he has used jounulhrn as 
an instninicnt in biv struggle. His mam con- 
in by turns have appeared in ihe Irxra! magazines 


of which he hai been editor at various ticnet Early 
m 1950 he began publishing a trade union newspaper 
called Al Uttim&i which has Jain dormant from 
time to time for lack of funds. Visited the United 
Kingdom as guest of IIL Majesty's Government in 
195 L and the United States as guest of United 
States Government in 1953. Though formerly 
opposed lo communism and certainly not a 
Communist himself, he has been forced to 
co-operate with them m order to mumioici 
his position. Did not receive Comm u nisi supjwrt 
in 19S4 elections, at which he failed badly 
Though nearly defeated by a Socialist candidate 
who was supported by the Communists, he was re¬ 
elected in 1954 to the office* which he has tL.m- 
tinuously held, of President of the General Council 
of Syrian Trades Union. 

He is a matt of high principle, intelligent, indus¬ 
trious and sEiglifiy scif-dfadng in company. 

58, Khoja, HamiJ 

Bom 3907 in Raqqa and of a familv religjous 
icachti^. Sunni Moslem, bduented at the Fra na scan 
School at Aleppo and at the Teachers' Training Col¬ 
lege, Aleppo. Studied Saw in Paris, where he obtained 
his degree. Deputy for Raqqa 1932-36 and at-ain 
1943. Appointed Kaioukun 1937 find at Ziwiyeh 
arid rhen at feimMotei A leading member of "the 
Constitutional Liberal Party, he failed in the 1947 
elccEioiw as the result of the intervemion of the 
Syrian President in favour of hii own ca&didalc. 
Elected to the Constituent Assembly in November 
1949. Secretary of the Republican Liberal h!w 
formed by Abdu] Tiaui Ni -.miuddiii (r/a .) early m 
1950 Minister of Public Worts in Husvan Hakim’s 
ti/.v ) GovLTEimcnt from August to November 1951. 
President of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
( lumber in the 3949 Parliament, Returned for 
RaLjqa tn ihe 1954 elections. 

His influence might prove important in the 
tribal area where he t% ihe recognised political 
leader of a number of influential tribal sheikhs. Has 
\howrt readiness to co-operate with the British and is 
ail agreeable and cultivated widely travelled 
individual. 


... r . . N1C LC[ wm>h. urcrik unnojux. 

Educated by fnsh Presbyterian Mission* at American 
LolJcge, Beirut, arid a! Law School. Istanbul 
Originally ProtesU.nL but converted to Orthodoxy in 
l L >j. as, latter comm unit v had representative’ in 
C hambjr and Priite$tams had not Elected to the 
Constituent Assembly* 392tt. as mouthpiece Tor his 
brother Fares to.v.jL Noted Nationalist. Dear of the 
Faculty of Law at the Syrian Uaivctftitv. Damascus, 
from year 1941 to 1943, Nationalist Deputy in 1932 
with great following amotifi univerdtv students, 
I kivcd a leading part in (he first session of Parlia¬ 
ment and again during; the general strike of 1936 
Re-elected Deputy in l>eocmhcr 1936. Head of the 
Dintascjs bar. 1936 to 1940. Minister of Finance 
and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in the fifteen 
slay ministry of Lutii If afar, 1939. Minister for 
Foreigrt Affairs under Hcuisan si Hakim, September 

if? ^ pnl ’? 4 " 10d Min ^ scr f °t Foreign Affairs 
and Minister of Finance in llusnj ftara/i Goveru- 
ment (Apn t 1942 to January (943). Took strong line 
with the French over concessions of form to Syrian 
independence* but was unmeetvifu]. In agreement 
T.vuh Lebanese, struggled to obtain control of 
Interns Communs/' Framed budget for 1942 
balanced ton paper) wiih proceeds from new taies 
oei income and agriculture. Was prcshleni of Com- 
mission superieure to monopol'isc Syrian wheat and, 
displayed constdemhlle encm and courage. Was 
"**<* 1» fe, / s bciru: * Ch& a „d 

and ^rctil ra nrs'gn presidency of Wheat 
Office in July I 94 _ When Jemil Ukhi replaced 












Miimh B*ra.ri os Prime Minister (J* Hairy 1943) Fate 
Khouri pave up the Ministry of Finance, retaining 
only the Ministry for Foreign Affairs; one of the 
rramni for this being that it was felt that, as a 
Christian* he was not in a strong position to enforce 
taxation projects. He remained an office until the 
fall of the tfJshi Government* March 1945* His 
association with the non-parliameruafy regime of 
I94L-43 brought him into disfavour with the 
Nationalist*, w-ho refused to include him on their 
electoral fist. He stood a.s an independent and 
failed, retiring to Beirut where he remained for a 
year. Appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to Moscow 
April J945; remaining there for a few months only 
he retLtrited io Damascus and was appointed as 
Acting Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. October to December 1945. Placed cm jyn- 
sjon E^46, Appointed Syrian Minister to Washing- 
ion, June 1947. Head of Syrian delegation to United 
Nations Assembly, September ]949 and 1950. 
Appointed. ambassador to London irt September 

mz. 

A man of moderate political opinions ansi eon- 
stdcrai.de intelligence with undoubted ambition. but 
has the reputation iff being difficult to work with, 
Speaks cood FugUvh and French., Despite his 
religion, is on good term 1 ’ with Moslems. 

60 , khouri. Paris 

Born about 1975 in the Lebanon Brother of Faiz 
Khouri {q.vX Educated at American College At 
Beirut. Protestant. Was u dragoman at British 
Consulate, Damascus, from 1R99 to 1909. A 
member of the Turkish Parliament in 1913. 
Lawyer. Minister of Finance tinder Faisal, 
when he discreetly lined his pockets. Minister 
of Public Instruction under Damad, 1926. 
Deported some months later on suspicion of assist¬ 
ing rebels, thus winning martyr s crown of glory and 
confidence of Moslems, Welhoff, Cluiirman of 
hoard of directors of National Cement Company; 
wa< professor of the School of Law, but resigned in 
1<*4I : legal advlsut to ihe municipality until 1942. 
when he passed it to his son Suit ad took leading 
part hi the general strike of 1936t Went to Paris in 
March ]93fe as member of the Nationalist delegation 
io negotiaic a Fratsco-Syrtan treaty. Deputy, Decent- 
hei I93fi. Fleeted President of the Chamber of 
Deputies (Speaker) on 21st December. 1936. in 
recognition of his services to the Nationalist blvt in 
the treaty negotiations. From fall of Nationnhst 
Government in 1939. played m active part iit politic* 
until ! l U3. when he was re-elected Deputy by a 
bare majority ami again in 1947 President of the 
Chamber August 1943 to October I i;i 44 and again 
October 1945 to Octolser 194b Prime Minister and 
Minister for interior and for Education, October 
t944 to April l q 45 Member of Syrian Committee 
which signed Charter of Arab League, March 1^5; 
Prime Minister April to August 1945, Head of 
Syrian Delegation to United Nations Organisation 
Conference at San Francisco April 1945. Prime 
Minister August to October 1945, Head of Syrian 
Delegation to United Nations Organbaton Con¬ 
ference at London, November 1943. and to Round 
1 able Conference on Palestine in London August 
3 946 and to United Nations General Assembly 
Sevuon October 1947 Syrian Representative on 
Security Council December |94fM13 On his 
return to Syria enjoyed the position of revered 
eider statesman. Although he gave Xaim’s regime 
his blaring he criticised what be considered to be the 
unconstitutional nature of some of Zaim* act*. 
Repreieiirt Syria on she United Nation* inter- 
national Law Commission. Came out strongly 
against the clause in, the draft Constitution 
r April 1950) making Islam the religion of Ihe Stale. 
Replaced by Farid /jinuddm (ij,v ) in June, 1951 as 
Sim-juJ of the Permanent Syrian Delegation to the 


United Nation*, but headed the Syrian Delegation to 
the General Assembly in the autumn of 1951, and 
was again appointed Head of the Delegation in 1954 
but did not pm*, red. After prolonged Cabinet crisis 
m October 3954 m which several political leadens 
refused or failed to form a Government, the 
President, with general approval, called on Faris 
Khouri. Nevertheless, it was on|y with difficulty 
that he formed a Right-wing coalition. 

Is a prudent and skilful, if unscrupulous, politician, 
who is. despite his religion, on good terms with the 
Moslems and not with the Christians, Talks 
excellent English. A likeable but obstinate old man. 
I* dearly now intellectually well past his prime 

fit!. Khouri, SuheH 

Bom in Damascus m 34|i>, Son of Fare, jI 
Kboury, prevbytcfiin. Educated at the French 
Lazarisi School in Damascus. Obtained his Uw 
degree at the Syrian University in Damascus and his 
doctorate of law from the Jesuit University in Beirut. 
Is the Legal Adviser io the Damascus City Mutiici* 
pa|it>. Returned for Damascus us a Nationalist itt 
1954 election* Unlike hi* father, he is inclined to 
be an ineffective and rather weak character. 
Relieved to owe what success He ha* achieved to hi* 
father'* influence, 

62. kurban, thimaun 

Bom about 1905, Moslem, Educated at the 
!e*utt School in Beirut where he obtained hi* law 
degree, Pratllttfd law In Damiscu* In 1948 In; 
represented the Syndicate Of Lawyer* at the Inter 
national Lawyers' Conference held in Geneva, A* 
a leading member of the Liberation Part) which 
w.i* formed by Genera] Shhh.ikh h;- w.i* elected 
President Of the Chamber in June 1953, 1 'nder the 
const Llution then in force, he became Acting 
President of the Republic following General 
ShHhnfcli - * alight in February 1954. hut he was 
forced to resign within two days. Stood a* an 
Independent in the 19J4 elections and wjs elected 
for Damascus. 

An intelligent and not unfriendly person 

6J. Kurban, Nader 

Burn about 1913. Sunni Moslem. Comes 
of a well-to-do Damascus family, Hold* a French 
doctorate of law (1937k 

Formerly a member of (he Council of State, he 
wav promoted |o ihe rank of counsellor in. this body 
in 1951, lie ha* also held a number of judicial and 
administrative port* 

Married to u da Lighter of the former Nationalist 
Party leader Lutfl Haffar tij.v.i. He is the second 
most senior official in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affair* and has acted as Secretary -General on a 
number of ooeaMiiftS- 

Ralhcr pompous and. probably, anxious to prove 
himself a good pan-Arab. Very ineffective. He has. 
an agreeable and cultivated wife. 

64. [.tan, MikHutl Michel 

Born Aleppo 1900. Greek Orthodox. liducaled 
American University. Bcifdl. Professes an extreme 
form of ftiilionalism. ft'ds secretary .it Aleppo of ihe 
Nationj fist hfac before he was elected Deputy for 
Aleppo in July I94J. In Apgtm 1945 lie organised 
a large number of Deputies to present a petition to 
the President of the Chamber asking for the resigns- 
lion of fan* Khouri * second Government August 
to November 1945 Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
Fares Khouri'* third Government. April to 
December 1946 Minister of Public Works rn 
Sautiultnh JabriN third Government Failed in the 

1947 elections on (he President's list, but became 
Minister of Nurkmni Economy in Jamil Mardtm's 

1948 Government. Pretended to co-operatc with 
Hu*oi Z*im but secretly worked hard against him. 


Opposed io the draft Constitution and method of 
election as President of General ShrshjUi (July 1953;, 
Returned for Aleppo in ihe 19*4 election*. 

Speaks some English and French and ha* *hewn 
himself anxious to be well regarded by the British. 
He is iiri assiduous political intriguer and enjoyed 
Saadulkih JabriN support but otherwise appears to 
be stupid and incompetent, 

65. M;dik. Hanna 

Born lit Dj-iuscu* in |90Q. Greek Orthodox, 
Educated at the Eastern College in Zablch. 
Lebanon. the Greek Orthodox Secondary School in 
Damascus and at the American University of 
Beirut. Obtained hi* law degree al the Faculty iff 
Law of [he Syrian University in Damascus Ap¬ 
pointed magistrate itt 1425. Adviser io lIil- Cuurt of 
Appeal in 1938, Public Attorney al [he Court of 
Appeal In 1942, Inspector al the Minislry <ff Justice 
in 1947, and Prostcuior-Gcnsml at ihe Conn of 
Cassati.m in 194S, In addsilort to ffiis post he wa* 
made Secretary-General of the Council of Minisiers 
in March 1954, and siil! holds the appoinlmcnL 

He Is a straightforward, sincere and very efficient 
civil servant well disposed toward* the British 
Speak* English and French, 

66. Malki, Aelinm. Colund 

Burn Damascus ab<vut 193 6. Moslem. A pro¬ 
fessional sohher who joined rhe army in 1934, 
Commander 8th Infantry Rcgimcni in I L >4S. 
Director 3rd Bureau .md ptxntKKttj major, 1949, hi 
which year he also went to France ro study I’Citeral 
miibilivaiion in pcaec and war. Direcipr of !*t 
Bitraiti, 1949. Ecole de Guerre, Paris. 1949. In 
E95H he was again appointed Director of 3rd 
Bureau,. Ecofe SupJrieure de Guerre, 1951. 
Ocbiher 195 1 prmnoted licutcniru-voloiie! In 
Dcc?mK?r 1952 lie w„is forribls retired and im¬ 
prisoned by Colonel Shishakli for having plotted lo 
overthrow him. He was then released under 
amnesty sftcr having served eight months 1 hard 
labour. I(i September 1953, he founded UtiitcJ 
Military Front, whose aim w.i* to overthrow 
General Shishakli. After Shishaklideparture, he 
w;i* reinstated in army a* Head of 3rd Bureau and 
promoted colonel. 1954. 

Ha* a charming personality, but l* inclined to be 
unstable owing ;o hi* hotheadednes*. He i* ct- 
urmdy friendly with Akram Hotinni and although 
hi* political sympathies arc with (be extreme Left 
be would not tolerate communism .Although still 
young, he is regarded a* the potential leader of an 
event uni army coup it fruit. 

Speak* fluent French and (air English. 

67. Maloyun. Hnmt 

Armenian Catholic. Born 1 m■ mhoI 1895; graduate 
of Istanbul College; teacher Military College Istan¬ 
bul 1915 16 Took part in 1914-18 war with 53rd 
Turkish Division at Ghaza, Chief of the .Aritteniao 
Division in the French army at Beirut in 1918, As 
second lieu tenant took part in occupation of Adana 
and Ci I id a* promoted lo rank of oipEain 1918; was 
appointed lo Syrian Gendarmerie at Aleppo, Acre 
and Antioch 1921 pi |U25, during Syrian revolution 
wa* transferred to Damascus 1925-^6 in charge of 
Gendarmerie Transport Company; from 1935 37 was 
Officer Commanding, Gendarmerie Hama, Deir-ei- 
,ind Euphrates. S9Ju-4i officer Commanding, 
Gendarmerie* Damascus, Mohaf&zat, 1942-45 was 
promoted to rank of lieu tenant ►colonel and aptHvintcd 
Officer Commanding. Gendarmerie, First Legion, in 
August 1945 was promoted to rank of colonel and 
appointed acting Commandant-General of Gen- 
dsmierle. He took no part in the coups iff-tat of 
Zaim and Hmriawi a Ft hough he could eerily have 
cashed in. He was retired after the second coup 
*r£iM in August 1949, Became B.O.A.C, sales 
representative jtt Damascus in 1*452. 


1 vm.-jnely able and intelligent It was largely 
due to his capability that the Syrian Gendarmerie 
has been reorganised and has reached a reasonable 
standard of efficiency. Always ready to co-operate 
with the British but since the coups iftial of ]949 
has bccusne suspect because of hi* close cuemexton 
with ihem. He speak* Arabic. Eneltsh, French, 
Turkish. Greek. Itali-m and AmwBMti, 

*lt. Mardani. A bdidnihman. Coltinul 

A Sunni Moslem, born Damascus 1916. Entered 
Military School, Homs, 1937 and later ih^t year 
entered St Cvr, France a* officer cadet. 1939. 
graduated from St, Cyr and appointed second- 
lieutenant in the Syrian army. 1942, promoted 
lieutenant, 1944. promoted cupuiin. 1945, served 
in Syrian gendarmerie and later that year resigned 
from (he French force*. 1946, made provost 
marshal 194S, commanded the t&L Armoured 
Battalion in the Pak.hntain war. 1949, promoted 
major and given local rank of licutcnant-colonel on 
appointment a* military attache. London, i952. 
promoted Co full oobocl. 

This officer is inldligeru and of average ability, 
hue idle and rakes link iniercst in his work as 
military attach^ 

69. MardaiTL, Haidar 

Brother-in-law of Jamil Mardam Bey. Born 
Damascu*. IS9j^ Sunni Moslem, Graduated from 
Law School, Damascus. 3 923. Married Damascus 
Christian and went to France io study law* for several 
year*. Secretary to municipality 1929-30. In 1936 
Kaimikam at Ma'arat. January 1938 (Naibnalifit 
Governmontj "chel Ju pmtoeolc " in the Foreign 
Of lice _ and in March 3938 appointed Acting 
Mohalk; H.if Jeiirah- In Jul} 1939 Kaimakam of 
Idlib. In August 1941 appointed Mohali/ of Horn*, 
where he remained until June 1942. when he 
wa* dismissed because he was suspected by Syrian 
Government Of carrying information to French, In 
Aflgu*t 1942 he was appoiateid to ihe Foreign Office 
a* " chef tlu protocole." Mohatiz of Mauran. April 
1943 to Sfarcli 1946, when he was iraniferrfd tiv the 
central office at the Ministry for Foreign Affair*, but 
refused U> lake np his post as it was graded lower 
in rank ihan (bal of Mtihatiju While Mohafiz of tlm 
Hauran he was suspected by the Government of 
being in saspidouily dow toudi with Ammon, but 
was the first to " cf&in up" the French in 1945. when 
he seem* to have shown energy, courage and ability 
to handle a fluid situation, and firmness tempered 
with justice toward* a defeated enemy. Appointed 
Syrian Minister to Jedda in March 1947- Recalled 
in June 1949. Appointed Syrian Minister to Rome in 
June 1951. Appointed Minister at Hacdad in 1954 

Mildly Nj nonilist m politics, pleasant muj open- 
minded, but rather lac kmc in energy. 

70, M.ifdam. Jamil 

Born about 1890 in Damascus, Sunni Moslem. 
Nmionalist member of Conslilueni Assembly I92S. 
Deputy In 19J2 and Minister of Finance, Was a 
member of the Nationalist delegation that weal to 
Baris m March 1936 and became Prime Mugler and 
Minister of National Fccmorm December 1936 10 
July 1937. He formed new- Cabinet Julv 1937, 
but his Government wa. attacked, notably b* 
Dr. 5hahbandar and Munir Ajfani. over ihe WA 
Franco-Syrian Treaty. Relation* bciwetn Mardam 
an I Shahb-;mdar continued to deteriorate until 
ihe former was forced lo resign. He and his 
Cabinet were Openly accused by the press of great 
corruption and peculation. When Shahbandar wai 
murdered in Juti I9jp famil Mardam was accused 
by the Shahhandari-sts of eomplidtv and, with a few 
Others, fled to Bagdad. Wa* j: n fiigdad at the be¬ 
ginning of the Rashid All revolt (May |94li. hut is 








believed to have evened moderating influence on 
rebek Returned to Syria May 1941. 

In January 1 942 be'went to Egypt* and. on hii 
return, tried to provoke a political crisis by pa - - 
tending that he enjoyed the oonMeace of the British* 
who had .aked ham to form a Government He 
repeated thk rtrjn*uvrc with greater itmsrence in 
June 1942. A? a remit, the Allies obliged him in 
live in Ihe Lebanon and a communique was issued 
condemning ha action, Elected Deputy in 1445 and 
in W7 on Shukr: OnwitlFs h*t. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and president of Ccreab Commission 
in SnadulJah Jabris first Government, August 1943 
to October 1944, Syrian representative on the Com¬ 
mittee of Foreign Ministers of Arab Countries which 
met in Cairo in February 1945 to draw up Arab 
League Charter. Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
for Defence and Government representative to 
Supreme Mira Council in Furo Khouri's first 
Government. October 1944 to April 1945. Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and for Defence in Fads KJwuri's 
second Government* April to August 1945 ; Acting 
Prime Minister during the Prune Minister’s absence 
at U.N.Q. Conference in Sam Francisco and was 
therefore head of the Government at the time of tile 
events of May 1445. Appointed Minister Plenipo¬ 
tentiary to Cairo. October E945. and also to Saudi 
Arabia, Deloher 1 945. and presided at November 
1945 session of Arab League, arid on ret end other 
ticca Him* has represented Syria at Arab League 
Meetings. Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
and Health December 194$ to February 1947- 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
April 1947 Appointed Military Governor S\na 
15th Mat. l k *4S Minister of Defence 23rd May, 
194S- Government was forced to resign in 

December 1943 by popular demonstrations. Has 
since lived outside Syria, 

Foxy, fiwpir and a trimmer., A man of great 
ambition and considerable ability, but not very 
scrupulous in money matters. [$ probably tie most 
likely of the leading members of the old National 
bioc to ally himself with a monarchical movement 
ff .he thought hiv interests lay that way, 

71* Mar da in. Khalil 

Sunni Modern Bom about 18% in Damascus 
where he attended the secondary school He then 
went to Cambridge Minister of Education in 1942, 
Minister of Education and Health in 1949 (under 
the ZiafU feyime). Appointed Minister lo Iraq in 
1951, Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs m 
Government formed in July 3 953- Dt^ppeared 
quietly from the political scene with the fall of 
Shivhaklt. February 1954, 

A poet and writer, Director-General of the Syrian 
Arab Academy in Da magics m 1948 and visited the 
United Kingdom chat year as a British Council 
visitor. Fleeted president of the Syrian Arab 
Academy in 1953. Also a member of the Fuad 
1st Academy, Cairo, and of Oriental Studies, 
London. 

Charming ami genuinely pro-British but weak. 

72. Mulqli Hiiii 

Born Hama a Wit |9ff5 of humble family. Sunni 
Moslem Lawyer, Futreme Nationalist and fomeruer 
of riots. Deputy for Kama 194? but failed in 1947. 
Became a leading member of the Constitutional 
Liberal Party and at one time joint editor of 41 
Yoqzh with Akram Hourani f^v.L Elected to the 
Constituent Assembly in November 1944 os ttn 
Independent Vice -President of the Assembly. 
Fell out with Akram Homani before ihe elections 
and joined the coalition list of Husni Barazi. W&.* 
a bitter foe of Akram Hotirnni in Assembly debates 
Appointed Minister of Education nod Acting 
Minister of National Economy in the CqKmct 


formed by KiuluJ a! A&m on 27ib March. L95I* 
Alter forming sortie sort of alliance with hourani 
he was returned for Hama in the (454 elections 
against the opposition of Husni Barazi and the 
" feudalists " In che Chamber he co-operated with 
K ha lid a I Azm rat tier chan with Hourani. 

Very intelligent and used to have considerable 
influence over the masses* who supported hiv anti- 
feudal policy Sincerely believes an his cause. Is 
prepared to use violence. He i-„ a violent 
orator and entirely without scruples His demagogy 
can be very effective, 

73* Mubarak* Muhammad 

Bom 1912 in Damascus, Sunni Moslem. Son 
of the lale Abdul Qadir Mubarak (of Algerian 
origin}* who was a prominent member of the 
Arab Academy, Damascus. Graduate of Syrian 
University, faculties of law* arts and sciences. Also 
hold* a licence m literature from the Sorbosmc. A 
teacher in the Government tscoondaxy school of 
Damascus, he later became an inspector of education. 
Leading member of the tkhwan al Muslimcen and 
elected to Parliament in 1947 as their candidate. 
Elected to the Constituent Assembly in November 
1949 as one of the candidates of the Islamic Socialist 
Front Appointed Minister of Public Works in the 
Cabinet formed hy KLIraLid al Azm in December 1949, 
Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in May 1950. 
After MaTuf Dawalibi's Cairo statement in 
April 1950 Muhammad Mubarak* together with 
Shaikh Mustafa a] Scbai and the rest rtf the Islamic 
Socialist Front, began publicly to advocate a 
rapprochement between the Arab States and the 
Soviet Union, and culled for a treaty of friendship 
between Syria and the Soviet Union. They later 
ceased this clamour and even made statements 
against communism. Allied with People’s. Party in 
195L Mubarak became Minister of Agriculture in 
Has&an Hakim's Government, August to November 
1951, and in Ma'nif DawiltbiS Government, 28ih 
lo 29th November, 1951. Imprisoned in January 
1^52 by General Shishakli when he and Musiat 
Sibm showed rig ns of preparing to tall out the mobs 
ostensibly in support of Egypt but really to upret 
or embarrass ihc regime. Officially resigned from 
the Brotherhood early in I9J4 hui ihis seemed to 
make little difference to his continuous political 
activity He was persistently referred to m a 
Brotherhood candidate, Appointed uv Syrian 
Minister at fehrar hut, being returned for 
Dam*sco$ in the I^54 elections, he did not proceed. 

74 . Mud urn-.. Suleiman 

Rom, about 1910 in Aleppo. Sunni Moslem. 
Educated at the American University at Beirut and 
5r. John’s College Oxford* joined the I, PC. in 1932. 
Between 1933 -35 he assisted in negotiations for con¬ 
cessional art is in Arabia. Seconded lo Petroleum 
Concessions* Lul, in 1936, Appointed manager of 
Syrian Pcirolniitl Company 4nd Iraq Petroleum 
Company in Sy ria in 1941; been me General Repre¬ 
sentative of the Iraq Petroleum Company In Syria 
in June 1952. 

A widower. Now (urns rather towards the 
French. Agreeable and efficient though lazy and 
not of outstanding ability He takes no part in 
politic* though In-, sympathies are probably with the 
National Party 

75. Muhiijri. Isssm 

Born about 1420 in DaMivcut Sunni Moslem. 
Educated al LyCrte Franco-Arabc and later at Syrian 
University. Comes of a well to-do property -owning, 
family. Unmarried. 

Fleeted to Parliament in 1950. was P.P S. Member 
for Damascus. After the dissolution of Parliament 
and ihe polities! panics, was believed to have been 


ctcse to General Shisliakli, who was ooec himself 
an active member of the same party. He was thus 
a rival to Akram Hourani. Owner of ffi; paper 
El Birui. Though apparently favoured by General 
Shishakii.. he did not support the military regime. 
He sidled the United Kingdom with a Syrian press 
delegation as a guest of Her Majesty** Government 
in 1952 and visited Yugoslavia in 1953 Unsuccess¬ 
ful at 1954 elections. 

Like most members of his party he esudes 
doctrine and is slightly xenophobic. Speaks French 
and some English. 

76. Mujhiru bln Muhaid, Amir 

^ flora about 18&5 Bedouin chief, head of the 
I cdaan Weld tribe in (he Jezrrah and ilitphrates 
region. Given the title of Amir and awarded tlie 
Legion of Honour by the French m 1921 ffic 

model of the chiefs of the Rualla. Deputy for 
Jcrirah in 1934 1943 and 1947. Had wdl^Vmeti 
forces anti was supported hy the French though he 
was careful not to offend the British. Of consider- 
able importance hut unpleasam. cold and u-tute in 
character, and likely to turn any emergency to his 
advantage. HL cIlEc.\[ son, Nouri, who was elected 
To the CotistiEUcni Asscutbly in November 1949 arid 
lo the Chamber in 1954. lacks his father's dignity 
and astuteness. 

77. Niramiidriin, Abdul iritqt 

Botin 1903 in the Nassibain. Turkey, where his 
father wav Kaimakam Fie men ta ry education. l> 
fwognise.1 it politic jE leader of Moslems in the 
Jc^ireh. Was elected Deputy in 1943 with French 
Mippnjt, bul since then has professed strong indepen¬ 
dent Arab views, and was rc'clccted m 1947. Owrih 
large properties, from which lie draws hri income. 
Reported to have sympathised with the revolt of 
Rashid Alt in Inicj Elected to the Constituent 
Assembly in November 1949, Minister of Agricub 
cure in K ha lid a] Aim’s Cabinet of December 1949. 
Formed the Republican Liberal hfoc in the Assertbh 
m March I9J0, Reaped with the rest iff the 
Cabinet in May 19513. Appointed Minister of Agri¬ 
culture and Acting Minister of Jusiio*’ in the Cabinet 
formed by Khaliet at Arm on 27ih March. 1951 
Repuitfd to have appropriated large tracts of land 
when in office He is now farming on a large scale 
in the Jczircb Returned for Kamir-lde in ihe 1954 
elections and became a prominent member of 
KHal h| al Anns Democratic Mdc His brother was 
appointed Deputy Cliief of Stuff in 1^54 

78. Dunbar. Ahmed 

Born about E9I0. Sunni Moslem. An Akppu 
lawyer [.ending member or ihe Aleppo branch of 
the FeupbY Party, Owner iff At AW hir the ore j n of 
the People’s Party in Aleppo. First ele^c-’d io F\irlia- 
itlent in 1947. Elected to the Constituent Assembly 
in November W9. Appointed Mmisicr of Public 
Works in Nazim Oudsi s Cahinet in September 1950. 
Resicned with the resl of die Cabinet on 9th March, 

1951 Minister of the fnierior in Ma'nif DiwaJibFt 
fq.v-! Government on 28th and 29th November. 1951. 
Imprisoned by General Shbhakli after the lalier’s 
ctiiip nffitm and released in April 1952, Reiunied 
for Aleppo in 1954 elections, Nfinister nf ihe 
Interior in Faris Khoori's Government October 
1954 

An ahEc and eloquent politician who. with Nazim 
QuJsi <o,iO buili up the People's Party. Reputedly 
honest although accused of nepotism and corruption 
by his political euemiev 

79. Qonri, lsni.il 

ILirn in Damavaw in 19|6. Sunni Mohlcm, 
Educated at (he Tajhi/ School in Dudikh tutd 
obtained his law degree at the Law- Faculty of 
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Syrian University. Practised taw. then was ap¬ 
pointed magistrate at Nebcfc. Appointed Assistant 
Proseeuior-UeocraE in Damascus, Madr President 
of the Military Court during the Shishaktj regime. 
Does not belong to any political party, Reputed to 
hi honcHt. Was appointed Molmfc^ of Damascus 
Cuy in March 1954 to prepare the wav for impartial 
and free elections, fn iune 1954 was made Minister 
of the Interior m the 5a id Gii.ir/i Govern merit for 
she same purpose., Praised for the way in which 
he handled elections bat instead of recovering his 
post at Damascus as he had hoped, he - wav 
appointed Mobafe? of La Irak la. 

89. Qudsi, Na/im 

Born 19i>6 in Aleppo. Sunn: Aloslcrn. Lawyer. 
Active during trouble* of February 193b. Resigned 
from Naiionalisi iffoc .March 1939 and has since been 
in opposition to the bioe, Coflsidered suitable in 
1941 as British propagandist* hut refused pav, Aug- 
gested For position m Syrian Cabinet in March 1942. 
hut his candidature was ruled out by the Allies on 
account of his pavt xeuophobe record. Elected 
[>epLiEy in July EH3 and in 1947. and worked with 
Ruvhdi Kckhia im reasonable critic of Govcrn- 
nicnt: refused Cabinet rank. Minister Plenipotcmiary 
to l listed Stales Januarv 1945 to August 1946. 
Member of Ssriun Delegation to U N O. Confe rente 
at San Francisco April 1445 Member of Svriia 
f>c!e?ation to U.N.f) Conference L u London No- 
vernber 1945, Prominent member of PopuJ:ir Party* 
Appointed Minister (or Foreign Affairs in Havhim 
Alassil Government of August 1949. Elected to the 
ConsUtucm Assembly in November |949 Formed 
« Uibinct h December 1949, after General Adib 
Shishakli v military ctiup. but resigned after lens 
than twenty-four hours a_v he would not submit to 
army pressure. Subsequently elected by the Assembly 
as chairman of ibe committee svhich was formed to 
draft the new Constitution, At the beginning of 
June 1950 formed a Cabinet in vucecsHon lo that of 
Khalld -il Azm. with arrrn vun^rt. tt result 
of differences with the Tnilirarv eliuue led bv General 
Adib SJffviiakh, which he attributed mainly to French 
intrigues. Nazim Oudsi resigned on 9(h March. 1951* 
After Ihe fall of Zaun in 1949 Qudsi strongly advo¬ 
cated union with Iraq but he later becnm? more 
cautious and in December 1950 submitted lo the 
■\rab League a much broader plan for the units- of 
Arab Stales. Imprisoned by General Shishakli after 
the <nnt[> fjtif of 29th November. Rcleared 
February J y $- After the fall of General Stnsh.ikli, 
with whom he ha:l refused to co-op:rjta. he 
resumed his position, as President of the Chamber. 
Returned for Aleppo in 1 954 elections and wav 
elected President of the new Chamber* 

A serious,minded, upright and sincere little man 
who. however, nutws deep-rooted suspicions of 
French and American designs on the Middle F^i as 
.1 whiff and Syria in particular. By con [raff he is 
well disposed lowirds Britain, whom he trusts con¬ 
siderably more lElan the other Hig Powers Is 
fearful of further army interference in politics. 
Speaks fluent English, 

HI* Quwatii* Stmkri 

B-nrn about ISHti in D.imareus. Sunni Moslem* 

5importer of Faisal. During the rebellion of 1925 
afforded every assivtincr to the rebels He fled 10 
Palestine, hat res ureed 10 Syria in 1.931 Vice-presi¬ 
dent iff the N-itire:;ilist Mik' at itv inecotion. Made 
f-uiAru;. Minister and Defence Minister (combined) 
in Jamil Miriam's Cabinet on 2fst Dccembre. 193$. 
As fisrad of Ins ow-n nartv ilstiUaD* bur allied with 
tbe Naiirtnaliffs, w is bitterl opfKHed to Council of 
Director* but until French armistice tJun” 1940) 
did not take overt Dolitical action. He w-h in clo.re 
contact with the Itilian Disaraiament Conmi i i‘; , i.ioTi 
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during, the whole of them stay here and was a com- 
sUmt Cdilei on the Italian Consulate in Damascus. 
Met Ro.scr* the German Agent, several limes during 
the latter* auv in Syria. On arrival of Allies was 
openly opposed to them and judged it best In go on 
"pilgrimage" to Mecca (October J94I). Went to 
Bagdad, where he w as entrusted by I bn Saud with 
various negotiations between Saudi Arabia and Iraq, 
Returned to Damascus. (September I942>, Entered 
elections of 1943 as Mittcmalisl leader. I'Jetted 
Deputy and President of the Republic by over¬ 
whelming majority 1 . Fell seriously ill (April 1944J; 
his life was saved by British military doctors with 
Iransfusiom of British binod Visited Bagdad in 
March 1445, where he was not warmly received. 
Attended meeting oF Arab rulers at [rtihass in May 
| 0 J r> Re-dec ted ^resident fur a second term in 
Ap'd 14-IS After that his popularity declined 
rapidly and he way incapable of appreciating the 
progressive economic policy initiated by Kfaitad el 
Arm t iler that year. He was arrested by Husni Zaim 
on loth March, 1444* and resigned on 6ih April 
Then lived in Switzerland and Egypt for five years. 
He was urged by many Right-wing politicians to 
return to Syria immediately after the fat] of General 
Shisdukh. This ides, was unwelcome to many 
Populist and Left-wing politicians and so 
Quwjtly became a centre Of controversy. Having 
ambitions to return to she presidency from 
which it was thought Hashim Atasri would 
soon retire he judged it prudent to defer 
his return to Syria until August 7. 1454, 
which would have been shortly before the elections 
had they not been postponed. He was triumphantly 
received but steadily hist ground as a result of his 
failure to heal personal and party divisions. Was 
disappointed at the results of the 1454 elections 
which favoured his rival Khalid al Arm. 

A determined exponent oE pan-ArabiMn, Is soidc- 
what slow and ponderous, Has not got a quick or 
brilliant brain but has a good deal of wisdom. 
Men tails and physically he might not unfairly be 
likened to art elephant. Made quite a good repre¬ 
sentative head of .Stale, hut was a bad judge of men 
and fell into disrepute as a result of ihr notorious 
characters of some of his cronies. Was regarded in 
the cSfly days of the war as pro-Axis and undoubt¬ 
edly had contacts with Am representatives in the 
Levant, but this can probably be attributed to entire 
singleness of purpose in the Arab cause. It was at 
one time rumoured, but there is no proof, that he had 
used his official position to advance his own financial 
interests. In 1^45 and 3446 he co-operated well with 
the British authorities and he almost certainly fan a 
sense of profound gratitude towards the British both 
politically and personally. This is not to say that 
he might not take a hue opposed to British policy 
if he thought Arab interests by that way, Still 
hopes to be elected to the Presidency of the Republic 
on the retirement of Hnushim Atasst. 

82. Rajrylt* Munir 

Bom llama in 1899. Sunni, Strong Nationalist. 
Joined Palestine rebels in 1936 and became second 
in command to Fauzi Ga.wekji. Appointed head of 
the Secret Police fir., political I by the Nutiomilist 
Government in 1438 and in that capacity aided 
Palestine rebels. Dismissed a few months Utef on 
charges of brutality. Condemned to twenty years’ 
prison and twenty years’ banishment for plotting 
against life of B&hiftl Kfarttb (head of Council of 
Directors) in 1434* hut released in I44(i at interven- 
lion of Italian Armistice Commission, Red in June 
J 94l on Allied approach and broadcast for Germans 
from Athens', returned to Syria at the cm! of 1945, 
Wi> successively proprietor of .4/ Lin’d, Az-Znm 
(pari ) and now of Hamdit. Bundle attacked us 
buterty throughout Shishakh’s regime, became more 
moderate after his fall and it the lime of the 1954 


elections began a tierce attack on the Communist* 
and pamltdied out material. 

A dangerous agitator and intriguer* associated with 
the Arab Club, League of National Action, 
Spearheaded the a [Licks, m tiie Djumsens, presi on 
Syro-Iraqi union after the fall Of Zuim, Whom he had 
fuLsornsly supported. Given his character, it is cer¬ 
tain that she Saudi and Egyptian opponents, of union 
made it worth his while. A thoroughly contemptible, 
venal and unscrupulous scoundrel, Anglophil be, 

83, Rifat Zafer, Dr. 

Born about 1907. Sunni Moslem, An Aleppine, 
of good family, bui with no land of his own, 
Married inio the influential Aleppo family of Jabiri 
in 1941. Doctor of law* {Nantes.* France —19341. 
1938 41 . held posts as dislrict officer in Kiijniehle, 
Jvsr SJta&huur and Nebk, Participated in Rashid. 
Ah Kitani's abortive attempt to seize power in Iraq 
in 19-3 3. Escaped to Turkey* thence lo Germany. 
Assisted in the foundation of the Arab National 
Party. Supported the National btvc in 1934. 
Appointed Minister for Foreign Affair* on 9th June, 
1951. Represented S> ria, m ihe Coronation 
Re-dened on formation of new Govern men l in July 
1953. 

Speakv good French and German. Unimpressive 
but not unintelligent, and showed himself genuinely 
Biuious to help she diplomats. 

84 , Rilrab}* Akrum 

Born I WO in Damascus, Suimi Moslem, Son of 
the late General Rida Pasha Rikaby, C-B.E, 
(Governor of Damascus after the British occupation 
in 1918 k 

Educated in Iraq and at Cambridge l.'nivereity 
where he took a degree itl agriculture. Member of 
ihc Palestine Administration for some years, In 
charge of ihe Arab Kadoori School of Agriculture 
where he had tire reputation of being efficient and 
hard-working though difficult to deal with as he tried 
to take too much under Ills wing. Appointed 
Director-General of National Economy in 1945 but 
resigned in 1946. Manager of Ralidain Bank 
1949-50, Appointed Director-General of Customs 
in October 195H Dismissed lit June 1951 and 
appointed Director-Genera! of the Heyiz Railway. 
Appointed Secretary -Genera I of Agriculture (while 
retaining charge of the lieja/ Railway) in 1952. 
Knows little about agriculture but runs his depart¬ 
ment with a strong hand, Well disposed to the 
United Kingdom and America and at the ^me 
time a strong natioruilist. 

85 , Sada, Munir, Dr. 

Horn 1903 in Damascus. Moslem. Educated at 
the Syrian University where he look a degree in 
medicine, Later specialised in surgery in France. 
Founder and owner of a well-known private hospital 
in Damascus in which hts wife, a Finn, handles much 
of the administration. Politically he has frequently 
changed horses in an effort, to gain Parliament. 
Originally a member of (he old Liberal Party he dung 
to the People's Party when the (wo were fused 
Before elections, however, he deserted them and 
joined an Independent list with Siadi Kaibni ti/.rri. 
Appointed Director-General of Health in October 
1950 end in that capacity visited England under 
British Council auspices in 3 951, Resumed his post 
in December 3951 rather than take an oath not to 
participate in politics. Much of the trouble in 1952 
over ihe activities of foreign cultural and information 
centres in Svria could he traced to the publicity 
which surrounded the action of Dr. Sadat** son who, 
during a visit to the United States, was photographed 
shaking hand* in public with an Israeli student, 

Ooe-i not appear to he a man of outstanding 
character or principle but nevertheless, he does have 
the knack of getting things done. 
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85, 5n(a, Muhammad, Colonel 

Bom 1912 in Soucida. A Moslem. In July 1948 
he commanded the Army Liberation Brigade. In 
September 1948 he commanded an infantry battalion 
and in January 1949 a Brigade. He was dismissed 
from the array for his activities against the Zaim 
regime, and was imprisoned in August 1444. He 
was afterwards reinstated in the army and appointed 
military attache in Paris. In 195] he became militarv 
attache in Washington. At the end of 1952 he was 
placed on pension having ostensibly reached die 
retiring age 3 in fact lie was dismissed for his 
activities against the Shbhakti regime. Organised 
from Iraq a Free Syria Movement which caused 
General Shishakli some 3 a nitty and led to ,1 
deterioration of Syrian-Iraqi relations. Was stated 
to have assisted ihe revolt in Ihe Jebel Dnae in 
January 1954. After ShishuklTs fall did not .u first 
return to Syria and when he did in July 1*354 was 
immediately arrested He ha* since remained in 
prison without trial. 

A report on this officer written in October 1950 
stated that he was intelligent and able, dangerous 
fanatical., feared within the army and the potential 
centre of a coup 

87. Suhnuout* Jean 

Bom about 1905 in Damascus. Greek Catholic of 
humble extraction, one of seven brother. *■ E] of whom 
are now wealthy. Appointed fawtortoy Spanish Vice- 
Consul :n 1936. In April to September 1941 
wan Minister of Finance in Khalid al Aim's 
Government. During winter of 1941 42 was 
engaged in large contracts for British arms 
and made a great deal of money. Represented 
Syrian Chamber of Commerce at "the Commercial 
Conference held tn Chicago in 3 945. Has toured th: 
United Kingdom. Europe and the l. nited States, 
His visit to 1 he I nited Kingdom was si rough backed 
by tliL- Department of Overseas Trade. Managing 
director of big sugar and glass com pinks and 
interested in tire fermation of a National Bank 
Although not u politician accepted post js Minister 
of National Economy in Khalid al Azin's Cabinet 
of December 1948 to March 1949 , 3 nd showed him¬ 
self a progressive and thouchtful Minister anxious 
to promote commercial relation* between Syria and 
the outside world. 

Is an extremely unsatisfactory business man to 
deal with, putting off any decision to ihe fast possible 
moment; amiable personality, close persona I friend 
of Khalid al Azm and open to social flattery. Now 
hves in Beirut and show* little sign of resuming 
politics in .Syria, 

8H. Sawwuf. Hium 

Bom 1900 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem Studied 
at the American University pf Beirut and afterward* 
taught there until E947 us Professor nf Cctmwmiat, 
Counsellor at the Syrian Legation in Wishing (on 
1947-49 during which time he took his Ph D. at 
George Washington University Appointed Secre 
tuy-GeneraU of the Mmislry of Natioitaj Eiconomv 
in April 1949, 

Acting Minister of National Economy after Genera] 
Shishakli'* coup tff.uu c/f 29ih November* 1953. 
reverting to Sterctary-Gmcral on formation of 
Govern men l on 9th June, 3952 
One of the very few Syrian administrative officials 
who can be counted on la Jive 1 balanced view on 
some of the many economic problems affecting Syria 
He has « quiet, agreeable manner 

H4, Ntoil'll. l\ 

Burn in 1878 in Aleppo, Archbishop of Tyre in 
1919 and of Beirut in 1922. Elected Patriarch of 
the Greek Catholic Church in tite Fast in 
succession lo Moghabghab in October r>47 by the 
Synod of the Greek Catholic Church meeting at 
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Ain Traz in the Lebanon, He is well liked hy 
the Greek Catholic community and ha* decided lo 
live in Damascus, though he may spend a part of 
bis lime in Cairo and Alexandria, where he has 
palaces. _ Has on ses'eral occasion* delivered anti¬ 
communist sermons and likes poliGcr.il intrigue. 

90. Sliii uLin, Fuwwaz Amir 

Born about 3 907, Sunni Moslem. Grandson of 
Nuri, wham he succeeded on latter's death in 1942. 
Even before he became chief, had a struruj following 
in the Ruwalla, Treacherously stew his rival and 
cousin, Faifian bin Mishur. near Palmyra in April 
1935. ffus married 3 wjJi his sisters, into Ihn Saud’s 
family, one lo Ibn Saud himself and the other to the 
Amir Sjud Th*:«f imtchcs are looked upon bv ihe 
Bedouin as having a politicil ilprafkancc in'ton- 
uexion w r ith Lhe ^'adi Sirhan gru/m.; lands and (he 
J;uif Oasis. Was Deputy 1936^39 under the 
Nj lion ah it l^anner. 

During the British blockade of Vichy Syria { I941| 
conducted a nunuiteniiivc cuiitraband trade between 
1 raiujiord;m and Syria. Durinn Syrian campaign he 
and tire RuwaJh renamed strictly neutral, although 
the Vichy French give them a number of arms, which 
they largely surrendered on the Allied i nv.l m 
Dmaa^-us. In 194^ lie was given profitable eon* 
tracks by the Britisli army, Elected Jkcpun for 
Bejouin* of Damascus area 3 943. and again in 1947; 
visited America at the lime the United Nations 
Conference in San Francisco., April 3945. and sprni a 
month tn England on hi- way bock. 

Played an important part m Ibn Sands covert 
campaign against Syro-lraqi union after Colonel Sami 
Hinrtawi's tffciut of August 1949. Vanivticd 
from Syria shortly before the unsuccessful attempt 
by a group of terrorist* called the Arab Redemption 
Surety* whom Jic was probably financing on behalf 
of King If bn Saud* against the life of General 
ShishaUi in October 3 95i>. Stimetiruas in 
Damascu},. but spends much of his time in ligirui 
or abroad. 

Like all Bedouin, a shamcicss money-seeker. 
A drunkard and frequenter 0 / cabarets. Is rarely 
with Iris iribr and is losing influence with bui 
his son* arc taking his place. His ctos* cooniskuvs 
w-jth the late King Ihn Saud result id hiv bring the 
only big tribal leader who is definitely opposed to 
Greater Syria. 


9t. stuirmu Malimeed* LwutonuuiGolunrl 

A Circstoun MosJem, bom near Aleppo in |9n. 
Became head of the Druricme Bureau in 1950 and 
Commander of the Ikdonin Control Force in |95L 
He has had twenty years' service. 

He a tnteUigcm, crafiy. reputedly ariu*British and 
was believed to he dose to General Shkhakh until 
arrested at the end of 1952 on a charge of itriplica¬ 
tion in a plot against the regime. Ju’y ]9yj 
released from prison April 1^54 recalled ;o army 
amj appointed military attach if at Pars Mr. 1954 
trinsftrrjd tn Washington 

91. Shayjh, Fl'«d 

Born in MaaIuIa I9||. Greek Orthodos. 

I oieratu and widely respected b\ Muslim*. 
Dannscus liu detree in 1931, after 'that studied 
political scKiter and law in France. Wrote for the 
press from |J>') in |<MJ In 1941 tauchi Arab 
iiemure in an Iraqi Sxondiry School. Fi 1942 
of the Pres:, Bureau in Syria and in 1952 
IIl’i! of th; Press iinJ PropapaniJa Bureau which 
ix.M he hidds to-Jii\ together with thai of Acting 
Director th - Sssiin Broadc imiim Station Was 
ai o Information Officer to President Shishakli. 
Minrved trie chan*- when his attitude was con¬ 
sidered by all (o have been correct 
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He is. a good civil servant not concerned wiih 
changes of government and therefore said by wins 
to be rather u "Vicar of Bray” Speaks breach 
anil English. IntcIJigent, devoted to his work, one 
of the best writers or Arabic in Syria. 

93. Shkhukti, Adib, Brigadier-General 

Bom 19CH in Hama Moslem Took part in (he 
Hama revolt against the French ift 1925 and in 1945 
deserted the French forces and joined the Syrian arnly, 
Battalion. Commander in 1948 and in September of 
th.it year appointed second-in-command of a brigade. 
Took part in Huttnt ZamVs ct>up d'£iat of 30th Match, 
1944. AppouneJ Director-General of Police and 
Security soon after, and promoted to rank of licut,- 
culonel a few days later. Leader of the Parti 
Popu’iirc Syricn in the army. Shisliakly fell foul of 
Hus.rn /.aim, when the latter made him hand over 
Antotut Saadc. head of the P P Sto the Lebanese 
authorities in July 1949. after asylum had been 
granlej toSaaiJit m Syria A> a result of their quarrel 
he wns first relegated to the appointment of Com¬ 
mand mu de 1% Place. Aleppo, then offered the post 
Of Military Attache. JedJj., which he refused, and 
Anally dismissed by /aim at the end of July, 
Reinstated by the laic Colonel Hirmawi after the 
latters siiLxVssful coup against Husni /aim and 
appointed commander of the 1st Brigade. On 19th 
December. 1949, Shishakli took m inters into his own 
hands and in collaboration with Ale ram Hourani 
Iq.v.) org-mised a swCes^ftil coup the called it ll dis- 
ci.ptm:irj action ”> against Hinruwi, ShishakLL, an 
avowed Republican, accused Hmnawi of plotting to 
bring about union with Iraq. Became Deputy Chief 
of the General Staff on the day of his amp, 
Managed to mainiasn a Eimt control on the 
political situuion in Syria. Became Chief of Stuff in 
April 1951, Following a duel for power between the 
iirniv and (he politicians led by the People’s Party. 
Sbtshakh staged a coup tf t Trar on 29th November. 
1951 r imprisoning the newly -formed Government of 
MaYuf Dawattbt and leading People's Parly 

poliiidans and installing Brigadier-General Fawzi 
Silo Iq.v.) its Head of State and Prime Minister; the 
Secretaries'General! of Ministries became acting 
Minister.-. Shkhakti remained Chief of Staff. During 
the cafly pan of 195! he paid official visits to the 
Lebanon, fordm and Saudi Arabia. He had great 
difficulty in getting politic.*! support for the military 
regime but managed to form a Government of “new 
men" on ^th June. 1951; later became Deputy 
Prime Mankier and Munster of the Interior- He 
promoted himself to Ivrigadier-gencral on the Ul of 
April, 195?. jfid, as a result of u referendum, was 
elected President on July 10. There wa? m other 
candidate Because of his typically Syrian suspicion 
and unwillingness to delegate authority yet probably 
contrary to his intention, bis regime became more 
and more dictatorial He insisted that almost 
every problem however petty should be referred to 
hint for decision, and on these terms naturally he 
could get no eoUabocaliofl from the leading po-HtL 
bans of the old regime. Suspecting pints against 
the regime he dismissed or imprisoned a very large 
number of the most influential! people in Syria. To 
suppress disaffection in the Jcbcl Drure. which he 
suspectcJ Iraq and flriiain of fomcrumji. he em¬ 
ployed artillery and the nfgime became more 
repressive When an army revolt with Left-wing 
backing broke out in Aleppo in February 1954 he 
found the allegiance of many of his commanders 
doubtful Within twenty-four hours he resigned 
and fled to the Lebanon declaring that he would 
not b: responsible for a civil war. After a period in 
Saudi Arabia, he went to France, where he was 
alleged to be dealing in munitions. 

Me H married and has eight children. Although, 
outwardly plfiisuni and amicable he » shrewd, very 
cunning and ruthless. Towards the end he look to 


drinking heavily to calm his nerves that were on 
edge with fears of assassination. His resignation 
was probably the result of weariness and disgust. 
He had genuinely according w his lights tried to 
bring reform* in Syria and his Government was the 
most efficient the country had known since uidepen- 
deuce, but his effort at a nations] revival met with 
apathy from the masse* and opposition from the 
politically-minded whose collaboration he failed to 
enEst, 

94. Shtash, Ffiiir, Brigadier 

Bom 1910 in Deir-ez-Zor. A Moslem. In 1949 
he commanded art Infantry Eittallon. In 1950 he 
was Commandant of the Homs Military Academy. 
In 1951 he commanded a Brigade He was made 
Assistant Chief of Staff in November 1951. 
December 1953 promoted to brigadier. March 
1954 appointed Garrison Commander at Oatam. 

He is j pleasant well-mannered officer with no 
force of character. Popular with hi* brother officers. 
Was made Deputy Chief of Staff by Shlshakli 
because he was willing to lake second place. When 
Shi s ha Mi tied he fell into disrepute though he was 
not dismissed Is now without influence in the 
army. 

A weak but pleasant persona Iky. Speaks lluant 
French, 

95, Showin, Munir 

Born 1910* Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Son of a 
Damascus chemist. Has the decree of Doctor of 
Medicine of Damascus University Also studied 
surgery in Pam A professor in the Damascus 
School of Medicine since PM!, Was a prominent 
’.upporiur of the military regime and head of the 
Damascus branch of the Arab Liberation Move¬ 
ment. Withdrew from politics after the full of 
ShishaMi, but would like to make a comeback. 
Has an agreeable wife who speak- English and 
French 

ptk Shuluir, Fuad Shawltal, ffrigadk-r-Gcrreral 

A Druzc, born in Lebanon in L910, In 1950 he 
became Head of llw Fourth Bureau nod Administra¬ 
tive Assistant (o the Chief of Stall In 1952 
made liculenant-cokwvcl and Officer Commanding, 
4:h Liwa. Appointed Chief of Staff by General 
Shivhakli in July 1953, He was, a close confidant cdE 
General ShAli.skIi and, when the latter fell, made an 
effort to perpetuate the military regime b\ sup¬ 
porting Ma'amoun Kuzhari Uj.vA as the legal 
successor to the Presidency. As he was losing 
control of the army> he made a virtue or 
neceiMis and sided with the anti-Shidiakh group 
of officers. Subsequently played a leading part in 
ihc negotiations at Homs between the army and 
political leaders which led to the return to the 1950 
Constitution and the reinstatement of Hash i in Aw mi 
as President of the Republic Retained his position 
through suppleness and the lack of an obvious 
successor. 

His political sympathies arc with the Left wing 
;md under him the army wilt never be free of 
political intrigue. 

Drives a hard bargain and is a great haggler. 
He is a close confidant of General Shishakli. He is 
strongly pro-French and speak* fluent French but 
no English, 

97. htiuqairL Ahmed 

Horn in 1906 in Acre. Moslem. He is married, 
with tw<« children. His father was the Grand Mufti 
of Palestine before Haj Amifl Hussemi, with whom 
he i* not on gitod terms. He is a graduate both of 
the American University in Beirut and of London 
Llniversity lie is a lawyer and practised for some 
lime before becoming interested in politic*. He 
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speaks English, Turkish and French. Now Assistant 
.Secretary-General of the Arab League and has the 
reputation of. being a voluble and ranting orator. 
Uncompromising on any Arab Nationalist theme, 
especially the Palestine question. A member of the 
Syrian delegation to the 1952 and 1933 sessions d 
the United Nations and acting head of she dele¬ 
gation in 1954. ShuLpin is pushing and ambitious, 
qualities which tend to influence his political views 
and which have brought him into sharp personal 
conflict with Hassouna, the Secretary-General of the 
Arab League and Farid Zainuddin, Syrian Am¬ 
bassador at Washington. 

98, Sibil, Mustafa Shaikh 

Born in Homs about 1915, Moslem. Studied at Al- 
Azhar University. Cairo, where he was when Rashid 
Ali's rebellion look place art 1941. He was accused 
■of having distributed a circular in Cairo calling on 
the Egyptian people to support the movement, was 
arrested by the Egyptian police and detained for 
some two months without trial; deported from Egypt 
and ml-:rued by the British authorities in Palestine 
at Sarafand for seven months. Repatriated to Syria, 
where he was again interned fot two vest*, rlr-ic at 
Mieh-Mich and then at Ravhaya; released early 
1945. when he began to take a strong intcresi in the 
Moslem Brethren. Since 1946 he has bc^n, director 
of the Arab Institute in Damascus (a school run by 
die Moslem Brethren), He is coniroilcr-genera] 
of the Moslem Brethren in both Syria and the 
Lebanon, and was one of Lha principal editors of Li 
Manat newspaper, the mouthpiece of the Moslem 
Brethren until its suppression in April 1949. El 
Manor rcapfiearcd in November 1949. Llecied to 
the Consiiiuent Assenshlv in November E9 j 9 as 
Chief representative of the newly-formed Islamic 
Socialist Front ( Moslem Bren ben) of which he 
is the main spokesman. En 1950 together with 
Muhammad Mubarak publicly advocated a rap¬ 
prochement with the Soviet Union, 

Imprisoned by General Shishakli etrlv m 1952 
when he arid Muhammad Mubarak showed signs of 
preparing to call out the mobs ostensibly in support 
or Egypt but rcalls to upset or embarrass the 
regime. Re-elected in 1954 as Head of the Moslem 
Brotherhood in Syria after a spLt in the Brotherhood 
ranks had been healed during the visit to Svria in (he 
summer of 1954 of Hudeibc. the Supreme Guide of 
the Brotherhood in Egypt Did not stand in the 
1954 elections for Parliament in which the Brother¬ 
hood was ostensibly neutral Was prominent 
towards the end of ]954 as a consequence of the 
many demonstrations in Syria protesting against (he 
a I tack by the Egypiian Government on the Brother- 
liood in Egypt, He is accused nr" being nkire 
interested in politics than in religion, 

99, Sicbmi. Wadi' 

Btirn Damascus 1907. Greek Orduxlox. Took 
law degree, Damascus. 1925. Worked as assistant for 
seventeen years to Yusuf cl Isa on the paper 
■*kf and in 194! bought A l Kifah from A nun 
haitL but abandoned it in early 194.4 to fc origmal 
proprietor ; editor of £7 JV^r. Speaks English and 
French. Was pro-Allied during the second world 
war but has mum developed s greed for monev which 
resulUs in his newspaper vilifying anyone or am 
Government for a suflicient payment. In the first half 
of 194H LI Naxr w'os particularly anSi-British over 
Palestine, and chwdy foQownl ihc Communisi line. 
Hie advent of Husni Zaim brought an era. of unpre- 
cedcnted prosperity for SidawL El .Vtwr became 
one of the unofficial mouthpwcea of the dictator 
and it is more than likely that SidawES present 
financial independence is the outcome of 3iis Whole¬ 
hearted support of Zaiftx He lias undoubtedly 
sojiK ability as -a KHtmal^t and his paper has the 


highest sales id Damascus. His. opportunism has 
become even more apparent latterly. His paper has 
ofiai taken a fellow-traveller line. Je has been 
alleged that he receives money from the Soviet 
Legation and the Banquc dc Syne. Employs one 
or two well-known fellow-travcffere as sub-editors. 
In L954 was guest of West German Government 
and wav suilaolv laudatory on his return, bii! luler 
reverted to a felkisv-tmveiling tine. Lie has also 
visited fcoivt Germany. Closely iissisciaied wilh 
K hit! id a I A^m in 1954 elections. 

100, Slaii. Gcorgis 

Bom about ISS4. Of Homs. Syrian Catliolic 
Bishop of Damascus (1933>. Not a fanatical 
Christian. Le., be can bear sight of Christians not 
members of Ink church. Is an ardent defender of 
the " minorities ” cause. Generally esteemed. Pro- 
British during the Vichy regime A good scholar 
of Syriac 

10 L Svrnr* flay yil Shaikh 

Jh>m in 19|J, Educated bv private teachers in 
Bcduin cncampmertt. In 1947'he inherited from fits 
father, Audi Surur. the leadership of the Musa id 
tribe which is the largest Bcduin group in the Jebel 
Druzc district. He was exiled by toe French in 
I9J6 but returned in lime to be elected as a Deputy 
in ihc Syrian Parliament of J9J7, The French 
would not allow him. however* to take his scat on 
Ihc grounds that he was too young. In 1939 be 
migrated with his tribe (o Transjordan to avoid fur¬ 
ther trouble with the Mandatory FVwcr Failed in 
the Syrian elections of 1943 hut succeeded in 1947, 
In 1948 he led hiv tribesmen into Palestine and suc¬ 
ceeded in holding Lydda and Randch for several 
weeks until regular forces from Transjordan took 
over. Although serving under the Jordanian Com¬ 
mand he was the only Bcduin leader to take an active 
part in (he fighting in Palestine. The Svrian 
Government whose regular troops had not succeeded 
so well as Hayyils Bcduin, arrested him on hts 
return to Damascus He then joined Hit Popular 
Pam in opposition to Shukri OwatN and the 
Nationalists. H L - atiempied to lead alt Bcduin 
Deputies into the opposition but faileJ. 

He was arrested by Zaim in April 1949 and 
remained in prison for several week* 

klculed in L oustjiumt Avscmblv in Novctuber 
1949 Held in custisdy for over a month i*i 1953 
ostensibly on a charge aI being mixed up in 
smuggling, but in fact on suspicion of poStk*l 
activity against the regime, Suoccs-vful in 14^4 
elections following which he appeared Ie> have 
considerable influence with the Me * of tnKil 
Deputies. 

He is shrewd, witty and possess*?* much common 
sense He ls openly pro-British. His personal con¬ 
duct is strictly regulated by Bcduin el hies. 

10L SuHi-iti, Mnlaliu* 

Born about 1907 in Damascus. Educated at the 
Greek Orthodox Community School in Damascus 
Entered the Church at an early age. and on com- 
prction of his higher education was sem [G 
Alexandria a deacon where he remained for ten 
yearn, with rhe exception of four years spent in 
theological and language studies at Athens. 

From Egypt he moved to the United Slates, and 
during his stay of three years visited ninnv States 
Hie United States b.-mg a pa n of the See of Antioch 
the three vein be spent there made him eligible for 
election lo (he Bishopne. He w'as elected during his 
al'wncc [here and was elevated immediately upon 
bis remrn Is now Deputy Patriarch, but is not 
on very good temw the Patriarch whose fellow- 
(ravelling proclivities he opcnlv deploro 

Speaks English and French well 
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A friendly* tolerant man Popular with the 
younger members of the comm unity on account uf 
his broadmindedness and progressive outlook on 
lociai affairs. 

UhL Tahsiu, Said 

Bora I95.M. Damascus. Sunni Modem. Privately 
educated. At one time employed as a teacher in 
Bagdad in elementary schools. 

President Of " Arab Society of Fine An.' 1 

Fatfow-ra-Jaw of Walid Majed, "chef du Proio- 
enle" at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Known 
u> be jo ardent fellow-traveller and prominent 
member of local 11 Peace" Committee, Attended 
die Warsaw Conference and has recently been active 
in producing anti-Western cartoons for Communist- 
sponsored local newspapers and magazines. Was 
Chairman of the Congress of Peace Partisans which 
met at Damascus in 1954- 

104 liilla-,. Aasud 

Born in Aleppo about 1905. Sunni Moslem. 
Educated at Fuad I University, Cairo, and later 
studied in France. Toot up teaching: and 
then obtained a post in the Syrian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and became head of the 
Administrative Section. Was at one time Director 
of Consular Affairs and served in diplomatic posts 
abroad including Tehran and Athens, where he was 
charge d’affaires While at Athens he ww appointed 
Syrian member of the United Rations Commission in 
Greece. On his return to Syria he was given a post 
in the Legal Department of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. 

Tallis accompanied Adel Arslan to Bagdad 
on an official mission during ZainTs retime and while 
there secretly discussed with the Iraqis the possibility 
of overthrowing Zaim and bringing about closer 
relations between Syria and Iraq. On his return to 
Damascus he began to work upon (lie late Cokind 
Hinn&wi. ic whom be was related by marriage 
and on whom he everted a powerful influence. Zaim 
offended f alias by transferring him to a rumor post 
in the Ministry of Education in July and this set 
Tallis (Irmly and finally against him Following 
HinnawTs successful coup tTEtat against Zaira* Tallis 
beta me Secretary-General of the Ministry" for Foreign 
\lTiirs ami exploited his position to promote S- 
Iraqi union, using the rather stupid Hinnawt as a tool 
for this purpose. II w career was abruptly interrupted 
on l l Hh December by the anti-FI innawi c&up earned 
0U( by General Adib Shivhafcli and Talks, 
after taking refuge in the Iraqi Legation, (led to 
Bagdad via Beirut. He Continue to remain a refugee 
art Bagdad. 

105. Tayvara, Sami 

Boro in llnim in about 1900. Sunni Moslem. 
Comes of a humble family. Took a degree in 
medicine ill France, Minister of Health and 
Acting Minister of Public Works in the Cabinet 
formed b> Khalid a! A«m on 27th March. 1431. 
Appointed Minister of Education in Government 
formed on 9th June. 1952- Resigned on formation 
of new Government in July 145?. Seems well 
disposed towards United kingdom, which he 
visited is a British Council visitor at the end of 
1952 Dill not stand in 1954 elections 

10b. I dbiwL Said 

Born in Homs. |9|2. Sunni Moslem A distant 
relative by marriage of ci-President Quwatli by 
whom he was appointed as a secretary at the 
Presidency m 194? Removed from this pas! in 
1945 by MuHdn Bara^i. then Secretary-General of 
the Presidency, for cs plaiting his pavilion. Tnak to 
loantali-tm as a partner in a newspaper subsidised 
by Quwalli ind later took over another pro*Ouwaili 
piper Hi ftiihti Imprisoned by Htuni Zaim after 


the first ixrup d'Eiai but co-operated with the regime 
after his release. When the People's Party came la 
power TilEawi was in trouble again ’and wag 
imprisoned for offences against the Press Law. His 
puprr was regarded as the unofficial mouthpiece 
of General 5hishakH\ r£gmn; and as such received 
financial and! moral support. Tillawi attacks Brin in 
regularly and unscrupulously; when short of 
material he turns his attentions to the United Suite* 
and France He also attacks Iraq and the friend- 
ship ni ihe Hashemites with Britain. He employs 
a fellow-traveller as editor. His paper is a disgrace 
even by Arab standards, but can write well in j 
forceful style. 

Tillawi is loud and uncouth, drinks to excess and 
his morals cause raised eyebrows even amongst his 
colleagues. 

107 , Trabulvt, tual 

Born UHL Damascus, Sunni Moslem. Graduate 
of Lyeee Franco-Arabc. and of School of Law of 
Syrian University. Obtained a doctorate of liw and 
a certificate in political science at Paris, Practised 
law, 1934 to 1938, In 1938 appointed lo Ministry 
of Finance. 1946-1947; lecturer on finance al 
School o i Law. Damascus. 1948: Government 
representative at Exchange Control Office. Then 
became Secretary-General at the Ministry of Finance 
until he resigned at the end of 1954' ID become 
manager in Damascus of the AJcy Rank. 

Author of two books, one on agricultural develop¬ 
ment m Syria (in French}, the other on finance. 

No political affiliations, Was cm able mid 
influential civil servant. 


IDS, Zuinuddin. Farid 

Dorn about |9()5. A Druse of Lebanese origin. 
Studied at American University, Beirut, specialising 
in reonomcv, and, later continued hi siuJ.cs in 
FugJjiid and France (Doctor of Law, Paris. 1932;. 
Acquired Syrian natron ill ty and joined the 
Nationalist bloc. in July 1938 appointed 
■Vs stum Urder-Stcretir. of Slate in, th_- Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, After full of Nrfonriitt 
Government, wem to Beirut. Was a prominent 
mem 'Ci af die Arab Cht'i in Damascus t c ce i re 
of pro-N ani intrigue, In 1940- 41 is bcl e\ed to have 
been ito- etween for tire Italian Arm Mice Comm *- 
smn and Shukri Ouwaffi, Arrested by Allies and 
interne i until 1943. I>i rector -General of Supply. 
January to Novwn'-cr 1944. Syrian representative 
on General Supply Council. March 1944, Expert to 
Syrian delegation to U.N.O, Conference at Sun 
Francisco, April (945.. Syrian representative on 
Preliminary Committee and member of delegation 
to U NO, Con'crenoe in Lando.-i, November I<j45. 
h believed to hive lined his pockets wine in 
Ministry of Supply. Appointed Minister io Moscow 
in 1947, Member of Syrian delegation to U.N.Q. 
April and September 1947. and again in 1950. 
Appointed Head of the Permanent Syrian Delega¬ 
tion to the United Nations in June 1951 in place of 
Paris al Khtnrri (q,v\), When the permanent dclega- 
tion was temporarily abolished at the end of 195J, 
he was appointed Syrian Minister in Washington, 
but was later reappointed head of the reconstituted 
delegation. Appointed Minister (later Ambassador) 
in Washington on 20lh October. 1952, being 
.lL^iedited also to Mexico in November. Quarrelled 
m 1953 with Ahmed Shuqairi who became Acting 
Head of the Syrian delegation in 1954. 

I> senophobe in general and in the past was 
pronouncedly Angfrphobc; his altitude towards the 
British now is not dear, but he has not ceased to 
resent his Internment in Midh-Mtth Suspected i,n 
1954 of Left-wing tendenpe* and of softness towards 
the Soviet Mtx He and his wife speak excel leal 
English and French. 
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SYRIA i HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Sir John Gardener to Mr , MaanUton. I Received November 2/, 1955) 


(No,127, Confidential) Damascus. 
Sir. November 12. 1955, 

With reference lo my despatch No, 130 
of the Ulh of September, 1954, I have ihe 
honour to irnosmit herewith the Annua] 
Report on Heads of Foreign Missions 
accredited to Syria, 

6 have. &c, 

.1, GARDENER 


Enclosure 

[Passage* marked with an asterisk axe reproduced 
from previous reports. The symbol Z meaui 
formerb Minister.) 

Argentina 

M. Arturo Martinez Pardo. Counsellor. ChargL 
d‘Affaire® ml interim. (November 23. 1954,! 

A pleasant colleague whose work lies mainly in 
maintaining the Latin American-Arab btf*c in the 
United Nations. 

Brazil 

M Mario Santos, Minister (inly 3. 1952.] 
'"Served previously m Australia. Though seldom 
seen, he i$ well known as an eccentric Spends hi* 
time buying, oriental Objects which will, he declares, 
make his fortune On resale {free of customs I in 
Brazil. (Written in 1954.1 

Bulgaria 

Dr, Suvii Popiivramov, Charge d‘Affaires. (June i. 
1955.) 

Is rarely, if ever, seen in public. 

Chile 

Dr Santiago A wad. Charec d‘Affaires ad interim 

(July 15. 1955.) 

fif Syrian origin but horn and [rained as a 
medico] man in Chile. A political uppumiec 
Pleasant with a very amiable wife 

Fgvpt 

M- Mahmoud Riad. Ambassador. (Match 26. 
1955.) 

Until Ki.s appointmcni here (and possibly still! a 
regular army officer. His last appointment w.ls head 
of the Arab Affairs section of the Egyptian Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs and ho* served on the Egyptian 
Delegation to United Nations from lime to time. 

A fervent supporter of the present military 
regime in Egypt. Able and hard working. Both, he 
and Ins wife speak English and are pleu .ini to meet. 
It is quite possible that basically he is not .anti- 
British. 


France 

M. Claude Avhdle CUruc. Ambov^dor (April 7, 
1955.) 

Owing to my absence on leave 1 have had 
insufficient opportunity of forming u definite opinion 
nst M. C'jurac whose appointmcul here promised 
tetter davi for Anglo-French co-operation in Syria. 

I ain inciincJ to think that, while personally 
friendly and co-operative, bis instructions to safe¬ 
guard France’s special position " here prevent the 
development of teal co-operation, With or without 
hii agreement a new Counsellor, the Baron d’Halloy 
(ex-Oslo) has been posted here where he has given 
,» definitely anti-British impression, 

(icnuan federal Republic 

M Hans Joachim von tier Lsch, Minister. 
(October 14. 1952) 

*He was well known m Egypt for some year* 
before the war and 1 understand that while ostensibly 
representing a German engineering firm and 
allegedly having a penchant for desert exploration, 
he wms in fact preparing the way for ihe German 
Long-Range Desert Group. \ find him intelligent 
jnd agreeable. Hss Swedish wife is particularly 
charming- (Written m 1953.1 

Huly See 

Mocxignor Pack Pappaiardcj. iMay 21, 1953-1 
* I he lirsi Papal representative accredited here 
W 4 S previously tn a similar post for some eight 
years in Tehran, E have only just met him. (Written 
m 1953.) 

stiU little sect* and that hule is not Impressive, 
tWritten in 1^54.) 

Has been in Italy on sick leave lor long periodv 

Hupq 

M K-troly Itomhadi, Charge d'Affaifes (May 13, 

1954.1 

‘Hus previously Served m Ankara- Seejn® plessant 
and has some sense of humour., Speaks French. 
(VVritten in 1954.1 

Iran 

M Hussain Diba* Minister. (Agreineni accord^.) 
Hun just iVTiived here (rom .fedda so 1 have there¬ 
fore not yet inct him. 

Iraq 

M kbdul-Jdlil Al*Etnwi, Minister (Aueusi 2. 
1954 > 

•A profeiisional diphnnnLisL who has vei\cd at 
Several posts in Arab coumrit* and as Mm:>ter- 
Counstefior in WasJtmgton. He and his wile speak 
good lingUrh and, 1 hough staunch Nationalists, &ecm 
to be well disposed towards us, (Written in 1954.) 

Our co-operation has developed very satisfactorily. 
As an Arab, he has had access to sources of informa¬ 
tion and has been able to take action in a manner 
impossible for a non-Arab in this way his co-opera* 
lion has been invaluable 
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Huh 

M Viuk Guido di Miceli* First Secretary, 
Charge d 1 Attains ad interim- (November I, 195-vj 
Belongs to the chancelleries branch of (he Italian 
Foreign Service A trained Arabist with whom 1 
have previously serv ed in Morocco. A good fellow, 
but not here politically active. 


Resident ift Heim I 

( Those marked with a dagger have secretaries or 
attaches resident in Damascus.l 

Austria 

M. Kurt FarbcwsLi. Chargi d’Affaires. (May 14, 
1W5J 


Saudi Arabia 

Sheikh Abdul Azi?, lb a Zaid, Ambassador.): 
(Auguit ] 4, 1952.1 

'Doyen of the Corps, Although he nominally 
lives in Damascus, he spends most of the winter in 
Beirut Speaks no European language. A ftuil. 
skk mm who looks, and behaves like u living 
corpse. (Written in 1951.) 

Recent events have Somewhat forced him into the 
limelight and he appears to have been actively 
pursuing his conn try’s interests which arc— 
unfortunately —opposed to our own. As the 
representative of the centre of Warn and of a money - 
dispensing nation, he is now a personality here. ^ 

Our personal relations, which date back to 1943. 
rem.itn good. 


Soviet Union 

M Sere lice Si Nemtchina, M inkier (October 29. 

I953T . . „ J n 

•Born in Leningrad in 1909. Served in Par^ 
before becoming Soviet Minister in Bangkok in 1947. 
Left there in 1950 and was a member of various 
Son sel delegations to international conferences 
subsequent to his appointment to Damascus. 

An affable colleague who attends social events 
bui does not entertain himself- He seems high, 
powered ter his present appointment and hi* arrival 
here may indicate a growing Soviet interest in 
Syrian affaire He and his wife speak French with 
a'strong accent, (Written m 1954 ) 


M Don Ramon Saenz dc Heredia y Mixnzanos, 
Mim-lef. (October 27. 1954.) 

A very pfe-asunt friendly person wilh a very 
Etrceabk wife whose Iasi post was London. 
Contacts are limited because Spanish interest here 
arc small though he dives his bert to promolctlx wdL 
aired theory that Spain has a special standing with 
the Arab world 


M Adrian Kami, Minister, (March 26, 1955 ) 

A very able charming person who since his arrival 
has co-operated telly with this embassy Speaks 
excellent French and good English, 


United State? 

Mr James S. Moose, Jr,. Ambassador. (Septem¬ 
ber 30, 1952.) , . „ 

*Hk- has served in a wide variety of Middx 
Eastern ports and was previously here us 
Counsellor, I have always found him mam sensible 
lf nd cOHOperativc, His wife is an agreeable tidy 
(Written m 1953.) 

A most loyal co-operative colleague with great 
knowledge of’ Syria and the Middle East generally 
and whose judgment is sound 


Yugoslavia 

Dr Slav to Zoic. Minuter. (May 12, 1955,) 
Talkative hot unimpressive 


Belgium 

fM Fernand Seynaive, Minister. (October 2. 
1952.) 

< mboalovikkia 

t-M Unek Hero Id. Minister. (July 1, 1954.) 


firwee 

M Georges St. Seferiades. Minister. (March 5. 
1952,) 

Iordan 

fM. Jamal Toucmn, Minister (November lb, 
1954.) 

Mexico 

M Marco A Third Secretary, Charge 

J Win ires ad interim (October 17, 1950,) 

Switzerland 

M. Frinz Kappckr. Minister. (January K, 1951.) 


Resident in Cairo 

Denmark 

M Georg Lyngbve Host, Minister, (December it). 
1953d 

Ethiopia 

M. Atu Marcos Hinna. First Secretary. Chared 
d 1 Affaires mi interim, (August 1. 1953.) 

Indonesia 

Dr Tarnzil Satan Nnruymi. Minister. (October 24, 
1955) 

Japan 

*M Shiveru Vossmo, Minister. (July 22. 1954.) 

\flht-r lands 

(M w. Cnoop Kwpmam. Minister (January 24, 
1952,1 


Norway 

M Otrisiiun Pr.ihl Reusch. Minister (October IX 

1954 ) 

Poland 

M Vlrabamier? Paszkowski, 1st Swtelaiy* 
Ch : rge d ' Affid res ad interim . (December 13, 1951.) 

Sweden 

M lean*Jacques de Dardet. Charge d‘AflHires ad 
interim. (June 1955,) 


Resident in Baghdad 

ktefaulstlB 

M Sardar F;liz Muhammad Zckria. Minister. 
J 'ijtFtmnri xnmfe I 


Us Gd<nt in Vnlcani 

Finland 

M Bruno Kivikcski. Minister (September 8. 
1954.) 

d 



























